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P RETF A CE

AS a great part of the intercourfe of mankind

' has ever been tranfacted by letter, itis a juft
refletion upon any man, efpecially in this more
refined age, not to be able to acquit himfelf hand-
fomely in this refpe. The occafions to do this
are fo very numerous, and the fhame of doing it
ill fo great in low as well as in high life, that
every endeavour to render them more perie in
this accomplifhment, is, at leaft, entitled to a can-
did recepzion.

There have been many attempts towards a wok
of this fort ; and though it were unkind to detract
from the merit of fuch labours, yet we muft ob-
ferve, that thofe which have hitherto reached our
notice fall very fhort of the end propofed. It
would be a difagrecable tafk to fingle out the im-
perfections in other performances of this kind;
therefore we fhall only obferve, that moft of thefe

-are here {upplied.

There is prefixed an Introdu&icn, containing
direttions for inditing proper letters on moft oc-
cafions, and the fentiments of feveral eminent au-
thors on epiftolary writing,.

. The chief branch of this defign, and which in-
deed compofés the main body of this Work, is a
proper colletion of letters, by eminent authors,
upon fubje@s very various in their nature, and
therefore not eafily thrown under regular clafles.
Bufinefs, duty, amufement, affection, courtfhip,
friendfhip, and a multiplicity of other affairs that
may require a letter, are here made the fubjet
of ours; fo that, on moft occafions, no per-
fon can be at a lofs for a pattern to dired Whm.
A2 o
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And it is from this great variety of examples for
ftyle and manner, and other neceflary dire@ions,
that we prefume to call this performance by the
name of The Complete Letter-Writer ; fuch a num-
ber of letters being inferted as to anfwer the pur-
Fofe almoft of every individual, from the boy- at
chool to the fecretary of {tate. Nor let it offend
the delicacy of any reader, that he will here meet
with many epiflles of the lower clafs. Thefe could
not be amitted without deviating from the grand
point in view, namely, General Utility.
In the end are given a variety of Meflage Cards,
defigned for perfons of every flation.



RurLes for READING, and particularly
of the EMPHAsIs belonging to fome
fpeclal word, or words, in a fentence.

N order to read well, obferve the following
dire@ions. 1. Take pains to acquire a perfect
knowledge of the founds of. the letters in general.
2. Do not guefs at a word at firft fight, if you are
not -well acquainted with it, left you get a habit
~ of reading falfely., 3. Pronounce every word clear
and diftinétly. 4. Let the tone of your voice in
reading be the fame as in fpeaking. 5. Do nos
read in a hurry, for fear of learning to {tammer.
6. Read fo loud as to be heard by thofe about you,
but not louder. 4. Obferve your paufes well,
and never make any where the fenfe will admit
of none. 8. Humour your voice a little accord-
ing to the fubje@. g. Attend to thofe who read
well, and endeavour to imitate their pronouncia-
tion. 10. Read often before good judges, and be
thankful when they corred you. 1r1. Confider
well the place of the Emphafis in a fentence, and
pronounce it accordingly., By Emphufis, we mean
the ftrefs or force of voice that is laid on fome par-
ticular word, or words, in a fentence, whereby
the meaning and beauty of the whole may beft ap-
pear: this, with refpec to fentences, is the fame
as dccent, with regard to fyllables.

The emphafis is generally placed upon the ac-
cented fyllable of a word; but if there be a parti-
cular oppofition between two words in afentence,
whereby one differs from the other but in parr,
the accent is fometimes removed from its common
' place, as in the following inftance : The fun fhines
upon the juft and upon the Gnjuft., Here the Nxels

' A
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of the voice is 12id upon the firft fyllable in unju/?,
becaufe it is oppofed to ]t(l/l in the fame fentence;
but without fuch an oppofition the accent would
lye on its ufual place, that is, on the laft fyllable ;
as We muft not imitate the unjaft practices of o-
thers.

The great and general rule how to know the
emphatical word in a fentence is, to confeder the
chief defign of the whole : but particular dire&ions
¢annot be eafily given; except, that when words
are evidently oppofed to one another in a fentence
they are emphatical ; and fo is oftentimes the word
which atks a queftion, as Who, What, When, &c.
but not always; for the emphafis muft be varied
sccording to the principal meaning of the fpeaken



THE

INTRODUCTION,

CONTAINING

~ Some general DiIRECTIONS for writing
LETTERS, and how to addrefs perfons
of diftintion in writing or difcourfe,
Gc. ¢rc.

PISTOLARY writing, by which a great part
of the commerce of ﬁumzn life is carried on,
was efteemed by the Romans a liberal and polite
accomplithment ; and Cicero, the father of elo-
quence, and mafter of ftyle, fpeaks with great
pleafure, in his Epiftles to Atticus, of his fon’s
genius in this particular. Among them, it was
undoubtedly a part of their education; and, in the
opinion of Mr. Locke, it well deferves a fhare in
ours. ‘ The writing letters, (fays this great geni-
¢ us) enters fo much into all the occafions of life,
¢ that no gentleman can avoid fhowing himfelf in
¢ compofitions of thiskind. Occurrenceswilldail
¢ force him to make this ufe of his pen; whic
% lays open his breeding, his fenfe, and his abili-
¢ ties, to a feverer examination than any oral
¢ difcourfe. .
¢ It was a quaint difference (fays Mr. Howell,
¢ in one of his Epiftles) that the Ancients made
¢ betwixt a Jettzer and an oration; the one fhould
¢ be attired like a woman, and the other like a
¢ man., The oration is allowed large fide-robes,
$¢ as long periods, parenthefis, fimilies, examples,
. % and other parts of rhetorical filourifnes ; but
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s¢ letter fhould be fhort-coated, and clofely couch-
¢ ed, In fhort, we fhould write as we fpéak ; and
¢ that’s a true familiar letter which exprefleth our
¢ meaning the fame as if we were difcourfing with
¢ the party to whom we write, in fuccin& and
¢ eafy terms. The tongue and pen are both in-
¢¢ terpreters of the mind ; but the pen the moft
¢ faithful of the two ; and as it hasall the advan-
¢ tage of premeditation, it is not fo apt to err,
% and leaves things behind on a more authentic as
¢ well as lafting record.”

When you it down to write a letter, remember
that this fort of writing fhould be like converfa-
tien. Obferve this, and you will be no more at
a lofs to write than you will be to fpeak to the

"perfon were he prefent; and this is nature with-
out affeGation, which, generally fpeaking, always
pleafes. As to fubjeéts, you are allowed in wri-

“ting letters the utmoft~liberty; whatfoever has
been done, or feen, or heard, or thought of, your
own obfervations on what youknow, your inquiries
about what you doneot know, thetime, theplace,
the weather, every thing about you, ftands ready
for a fubject; and the more variety you intermix,
if not rudely thrown together, the better. Set
difcourfes require a dignity or formality of ftyle
fuitable to the fubject; whereas letter-writing re-
je@s all pomp of words, and is moft agreeable
when moft familiar. But, though lofty phrafes
are here improper, the ftyle fhould not Ec low
and mean; and to avoid it, let an eafy complai-
fance, an open fincerity, and uaaffetted good-na-
ture, appear in all you fay: for a fine letter does
not confift in faying fine things, but in expreflicg
ordinary ones with elegance and propriety ; fo as
to pleafe while it informs, and charin even in gi-
ving advice.

dc fhould alfo wear an honeft cheerful counte-

-
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nance, like one who truly efteems, and is glad to
fee his friend ; and not like a fop, admiring his
own drefs, and feemingly pleafed with nothing
but himfelf. _

: E:(rrefs yourmeaning as freely as poffible. Long
periods may pleafe the ear, but they perplex the
underftanding ; a fhort ftyle and plain, ftrikes the
mind, and fixes an impreflion; a tedious one is
feldom clearly underftood, and never long re-
membered. But there is flill fomething requifite
beyond all this, towards the writing a polite and
agreeable letter, and that is, an air of good-breed-
ing and humanity, which ought conftantly to ap-
pear in every expreflion, and that will give a beau-
ty to the whole. By this I would not be fuppofed
to mean overfirained or affeted compliments, or
any thing that way tending; but an eafy, genteel,
and obligin% manner of addrefs, in a choice of
words that bear the moft civil meanings, with a
thorough generous and good-natured difpofition.

But in familiar letters of the common concerns
of life elegance is not required, nor is it the thing
we ought to aim at; for when attempted, the la-
bour is often feen, and the end perverted by the
very means. Eafe and clearnefs are the only
beauties we need to ftudy. .

Never be in pain about familiarity in the ftyle
to thofe with whom you are acquainted : for that
very pain will make it aukward and ftiff, in fpite
of all your endeavours to the contrary.

Write freely, but not baftily; let your words
drop from your pen as they would from your
tongue when fpeaking deliberately on a fubje of
which you are mafter, and to a perfon with whom
you are iatimate,

Accuftom yourfelf to think juftly, and you will
not be at a lofs to write clearly ; for while there
is confufion at the fountain-head, the brook Wi
Rever be clear.
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- Before you begin to write, think what you are
going to write. However unneceffary this cau-
tion may feem, I will venture to fay, that ten ap-
pear ridiculous on paper through hurry and want
of thought for one that is fo thro’ want of under-
ftanding,. '

A man that begins a {peech before he is deter-
mined what to fay, will undoubtedly find himfelf
bewildered before he gets to the end; not in fen-
timent only, but in grammar. To avoid this, be-
fore you begin a fentence, bave the whole of it in
your head, and make ufe of the fir{t words that
offer themfelves to exprefs your meaning; for, be
aflured, they are the meft natural, and will, ge-
nerally fpeaking, (I can’t fay always,) beft anfwer
your Eurpofe; for to ftand fearching after expref-
fions breaks in upon the natural di¢tion, and, for
a word that, perﬁaps, is nota jot more expreflive,

_ you make the whole fentence ftiff and aukward,
But of all things learn to be corre&, and mever
omit a careful perufal of what you have written,
which whoever neglets, muft have many inaccu-
racies; and thefe are not only a refle&tion on the
writer, but a rudenefs to the perfon to whom they
are written. Never be athamed of having found
fomething amifs, which you confefs that yow did,
by amending it; for in that confeflion you cancel
the fault, and if you have not time to tranfcribe
it, let it pafs: for a blot is by no means fo bad as
a blunder; and, by accuftoming yourfelf to cor-
rect what is amils, yoywill be lefs liable to future
miftakes.

So much for letters in general ; as for thofe in
trade in particular, I Ihaﬁ quote a reputable aue
thor on the fubje&, who, I think, has faid every
thing that need to be faid upon it, and given ex-
amples, whereby we cannot err if we do not ex-

cel, viz, . . ’
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¢ As plainnefs and a free way of expreflion, is
¢ the beauty and excellence of {peech, fo an eafy
¢ concife way of writing is the beft ftyle for tradef-
¢ men. He that affets a rumbling bombatft ftyle,
¢ and fills his letters with compliments and flou-
¢ rithes, makes a very ridiculous figure in trade:
¢ for inftance of the following letter, which a
¢ young tradefman in the country writes up to a
¢ wholefale-dealer in London, on his firft fetting
¢ up.’ :

¢ SIR, The Deftinies baving fo appointed it,
¢.amd my dark ftars concurring, that 1, who by
¢ Nature was formed for better things, fhould be
¢ put outto a trade; and the time of my fervitude
¢ being at length expired, I am now launched
¢ forth into the great ocean of bufinefs; I thought
& fit to acquaint you, that laft month I received
¢ my fortune, which, by my father’s will, had
¢ been due two years paft, at which time I arri-
¢ ved to man’s eftate, and became major ; where-
¢ upon I have taken a houfe in one of the princi-
© ¢ pal fireets of this town where I am entered u-
¢ pon my bufinefs, and hereby let you know that
4, f fhall have occafion for the goods hereafter
¢ mentioned, which you may fend to me by the
¢ carrier.”

This fine flourifh, which the young fhepkeeper
drefled up with much application, and thought it
well done, put his correfpondent in London into
a fit of laughing; who, inftead of fending him di-
rectly the goods he wrote for, fent down into the
country to inquire his charaéer.

The fame tradefman in London, by the next
poft, received the following letter from another
young fhopkeeper in the country, on his begin-
ning bufinefs for himfelf.

¢« SIR, Being obliged, by my late mafter’s de-
4 ceafe, to enter immediately upon bufinels, and
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¢ confequently epen my fhop without going te
“ tow:q to farnifh' myfelf wi‘:b fuch oggs aga at
¢ prefent | want, I have fent you a fmall order,
¢ as under-written. I hope you will ufe me well,
¢ and let the goots be good of the forts, though
¢¢ T cannot be in London tolook them out myfelf,
¢ I have inclofed a bill of exchange of 751. on
¢ Mefl. A— and B—, and Company, payable to
¢ you, or your order, at one-and twenty days
. ¢ fight. Be pleafed to get it accepted ; and if the
¢ goods amount to more than that fum, I fhall,
¢ when I have your bill of parcels, fend you the
% remainder: I repeat my defire, that you will
¢ fend me the goods well forted and well chofen,
¢ and as cheap as poflible, that I may be encou-.
¢¢ raged to a farther correfpondence. I am your
¢ humble fervant, - C.K.”

This was writing like a man that under{tood
what he was doing, and fuch a letter could not
want its proper effect upon fuch a correfpondent

_in London. .

In fhort, a tradefman’s letter fhould be plain and
concife, and to the purpofe; no quaint expreflions,
no book-phrafes, no flourithes ; and yet thiey muft
be full and fufficient to exprefs what he means, fo

* as not to be doubtful, much lefs unintelligible. I
can by no means approve of {tudied abbreviations,
and leaving out the needful copulatives of {peech
in trading letters ; they are affeted to the laft de-
gree: for, in a word, ’tis affetting to be thought
a man of more than ordinary fenfe, by writing
extraordinary nonfenfe, affedting to be a man of
bufinefs, by giving orders, and exprefling your
meaning in terms which a man of bufinefs may not
think himfelf bound by.

" \When a tradefman takes an apprentice, the firt
thing he does for him, after he lets him into the

<ouuting-houfe and his books, and after trufling
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him with his more private bufinefs, is to let him
write letters to his dealers, and correfpond with
his friends; and this be does in his mafter’s name,
fubfcribing his letter thus< ¢ 1 am,
“ For my malter, A.B. and company,
¢ Your humble fervant,

C. D.”
And begioning thus :

¢ SIR,. I am ordered by my mafter, A. B. to
. % advife you, that”—— :

Or thus:: )
“ SIR, Thefe are; by .my mafter’s drder, to

% give you notice’’—ese
. Qrders for goods ought to be wery explicit and
particular, that the dealer may not miflake ; efpe-
cially if it be orders from a tradefinan to a manu-
fa@urer to make or buy goods, either of fuc¢h a
quality or pattern; in which cafe, if the goods are
made to the-colours, and of a marketable guodneis,
and within the tjme limited, the perfon ordering
‘them cannot refufe to receive them, and to make
himfelf debtor to the maker. OUn the coatrary, if
the goods - are not of a marketable goodnefs, or
not to the patterns, or not fent within the time,
she maker-ought not to-exped they thould be re-
.ceiveds’ :

In regard to the form and fuperfcription of let-
zers, efpecially of the politer-fort, it may be ne-
ceflary to obferve, .

That when you write to a perfon of diftin&ion,
‘or gentleman, let it be on gilt paper; and with-
out fealing the lecter itfelf, inclofe it in a cover,
‘which you are to feal over it, and write the fuper-
{cription thereon,

' B
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Begin your letter about two inches below the
top of your paper, and leave about an inch mar-
gin on the left hand; and what compliments, or
fervices, you fendin the letter, infert them rather
in the body or conclufion of it, than by way of
poftfcript, as is too often done, but is neither fo
affectionate or polite; for it not only favours of
levity to your friends, but has the appearance of
your having almoft forgot them.

It is ufual among the polite to fign their names
at a confiderable diftance below the conclufion of
the letter, and thereby leave a large vacant fpace

" * over their names; which, though cuftomary, I

would by all means advife you to avoid; becaufe
’tis putting it in the power of any one who has
your letter to write what he pleafes over your
.name, and to' make you' in all appearance have
-figned a writing that you would by no ‘means have
-fet your bhand to.
¢ In dire&ing _your'letter to perfons who are well
‘known, ’tis be(t not to be too particular; becaufe
’tis leffening the perfon you direét to, by-fuppofing
him to be ebicure, and not eafily found.
Whenever you dire& to perfons who arehonour-
able, either by family or office, ’tis more proper,
as well as polite, to direét without the title of l'EA'q.
than with it; for inftance, .
To the Honourable Mr Arundel ; not, To the
Honourable Peter Arundel, Efq. which would be
- ridiculous. :



SOME FARTHER

DIRECTIONS and OBSERVATIONS
B : oN

EPISTOLARY CORRESPONDENCE.

1. WHEN 'you are writing to your fuperior,
be not prolix, but let your letter be as

fhort as the fubjed, or occafion, you write on
will permic; efpecially fuch wherein favours are
requefted : and be particularly careful in not o-
mitting any letter ﬁclonging to the woids you
write, as lPve, can’t, don’t, fhow’d, wou'd, Cc.
inftead of I have, cannot, dn not, fhould, would,
&e.; for fuch contrations not oniy appear difre-
fpectful, and too familiar, but difcover (thofe al-
moft infeparable companions) ignorance and im-
udence. Rleither be over-pompous in your ftyle;
ut convey your thoughts with eale and perfpicu-
ity, that they may appear as from nature, rather
than a vain coanceit to fhow your learning; the
former fhows your humility, the latter your pride.
2. When you write to your fuperiors, never
make a poftfcript, and (if poffible) avoid it in let-
ters to your equals; elpecially complimentary
" poftfcripts to any of the perfon’s family or rela-
tions to whom you write; as it fhows difrefpect
in your neglecing fuch perfons in the body of your
letter ; wherefore, it is beft to keep up to form
if you write to the ancient, the grave, or the
proud ; fuch perfons being moft commonly jeluos

B2
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of difrefpel, and expe@ to be treated with de-
ference. ‘ : .

. When you write to yeur inferiors, you are
at liberty to a& as you think proper as to the laft
caution; and take care that you are not too fami-
liar or free in your ftyle, left it fhould make you
contemptible ; always having the proverb in your
mind, viz. * Too much familiarity commonly
¢ breeds contempt.”

4. If your letter confifts of feveral paragraphs,
begin every frefh or new one at the fante diftance
trom the left-hand margin of the paper as when
you began the fubje® of your letter; always re-
membering, as you write on, to make your pro-
per ftopr, otherwife no perfon will be able to
come at the fenfe or meaning of your letter ; which
-negleét very often caufes miftakes and mifunder-
ftandings : and be careful to put a pericd or full
ftop,at the end of every paragraph, thmus.

5. When the fubje& of your letter is finithed,
cenclude it with the fame addrefs as at firft, as,
Sir ; Madam, or, May it pleafe your Grace;
Lordfhip, Ladyftip, &c. &c. and always fubfcribe
your name in a larger hand than the body part of
your letter.

6. Letters fhould be wrote on Qwarto fine gile
poft paper to fuperiors ; if to your equals or in-
feriors, you are at your own option to ufe whar
fort or fize you pleafe, but take care never to
feal your letter with a wafer unlefs to the latter.

7. When your letter is fealed, you mnft write
the fuperfcription (if it be to your fuperior or e-
qual) in the following manner, viz. Write the
word 7o by itfelf, as nigh the left-hand upper an-
gle or corner of your letter asis convenient : then
begin the title, or name, of the perfon about an
inch lower, and almoft in the middle or centre of
4, according to the length of the perfon’s name,
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or title; and write the place of his abode in aline
by itfelf at the bottom, in a larger charadter tiwn
the other part, thuss

To
The Right Hon. the
Earl of PEMBROKE,
' At WiLToN-noUsE,

WILTSHIRE.
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Proper DrrEcTIONS, for addrefling per~
fons of every rank or denomination, at
the beginnings of letters, and the fuper-- -
{criptions.

Beginmings of Letters.

To.the Kinc. Sire ; or, Sir; or, Moff gracious.
Sovereign ;. or, May it pleafe your MajesTy..

To the Quegn.. Madam 5 or, Moft, &c:

To the Prence of Warrs.. Six; or,. Mny i3,
pleafe Your Royal Highnefs.

To the Princess orWaves. Madam ;,or, May, —
it pleafe your Royal Highnefs.

To the Princess Dowacen. Ditto..

Note. All Sovereigns’ fons and daui ters, and.
brothers and fifters, are entitled oyal Highe

nefs..
And to the reft of the Royal family. Highwe/s..

To a Doxs. May.itpleafe your Grace.
To aDucaess, Ditto..

Toa:Marquis, Eany, ); My Lerd ;. or, May it:
ViscounTt, or Lorn. . pleafe your Lordfbip.

Toa Marchionefs, an Earl’s wife, 3 May it pleafe’
Vifcountefs, or a Lord’s wife. § your Lady/bip.

To the Archbitho May it. pleafe your Grace 3
e e, ps. May uf:
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To the reft of the Bithops. My Lord; or, May
it pleafe your Lord/bip.

To the reft of the clergy. Reverend Sir.

‘Note. All youoﬁr fons of a Duke or Marquis
are ftyled My Lord ; and. Earls, Vifcounts, and
Lovds’ fons, are ftyled Zbnoaruble, and Efgnires,

To cither of thefe, Sir; Honoured Sir; or, May
it pleafe your Horour..

Alfo ke title of Lady is given to the daughters of
Dukes, Marguiffes, and Earls, Madam; or,.
May it.pleafe your Ladyfhip.

To a Member of Parliament.. May it pleafe your

Honeur. .

To the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor of -
Londen. My Lerd; or, May it plewfe your.
Losd/bip..

Kote. That Gemerals; Admirals, and:Colonels,,
and all field officers, are Honoxrable. .

Al other officers, eithiér.in the army or ndvy, bave
anly the title of the commiffion they bear fes.
firt on the Fuperfcription of the létrers ; andat.
the beginning, Sir ; or, Honoured Sir ; or, May
it pleafe. yoar. Honvar, )

Ams{bnbaﬂb(m May i1 pleafe your. Excetléncy ; or,.
..

AR Privy. Comfitiors, and Fuges that are Privy:
Counfel lor&‘:'j:re ?. Honourable ; :nd.tvh{
whole Privy Cauuici{ teken together axe Scy\ed.
Mf Homonrable, i
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Baronets are Honourable.

Juftices of the Peace, and Mayors, are ftyled Rxgbl
Worfhipful.

Likewife Skeriffs of counties, .&re.

All,Governors under his Majefty are ftyled Ex-
cellency.

Superfcriptions of Letters.

To His Mof? Sacred Masesty ; or, To the KiNg’s
Moft Excellent MAjESTY.

To her Moft Sacred MajesTy; or, QU:!!N s Mof¥
. Excellent MaFEsTY.

9o His Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales.
To :Her'Rnyal Highnefs she Princefs of Wales,

o Her Royal nglmg/} the Prmc‘g/.'r Dowager of
Wales.

Sovereigrs’ fons, daughters, brothers, and fifters,
. Zo His oxr Her Royal Highnefs. '

To the reft of the Royal famlly. , glmej.'r

o his Gace the Duke of K——n. . o

To her Grace she Duchefs of Nemek.  * s
To the Right Honourable

To aMarquis, Earl, Ythe Marquis of ; Earl of;

. Vifcoun Lord, Lord Vifcourtt Fom—y ; the
» - Lord H[—-—'w. .
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To a Marchionefs. To the Right Honourable the
Marchionefs of, &e. An Earl or Vifcount’s.
wife. 7o the Right Honourable the Countefs og_;
the Vifcountefs oﬁ &e. Toa Lord’s wife. Zo

the Right Honourable the Lady, &e.

To the daughter of a Duke, Marquis, and Farl,
To the Right Honourable the Lady Anne F——b.

Note. The wives of Lientenant-generals, Major-
generals, and Brigadier-generals, are Homour
able.

Alfo, the wives of Vice and Rear Admirals, Am-
baffadors, &e. Jo the Right Homourable Mrs—

To an Archbithop. To kis Grace the Archbifbop
of Canterbury. .

To other Bithops. 7o the Right Reverend Father
in God, Fobn, Lord, Bifbop of, &ec.

Some neceflary orthographical dire&ions for
writing corredlly; and when to ufe capi-
tal letters, and when not.

1. ET the ﬁ'rﬁ word of every book, epiftle,
L note, bill, verfe, (whether it be’in 1profe,
rhyme, or blank verfe,) begin with a capical.

2. Let proper names of perfons, places, thips,
rivers, mountains, things perfonified, &c. begin
with a capital: alfo, all appellative names of pro-
feflions, callings, &c.

2. It was formerly underftood ornamental ¢o
begin every {ubftantive in a fentence with a Q\=.
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tal, if it boré fome confiderable firefs of the au»
thor’s fenfe upon it, to make it the more remark-
able and 'confpicuous ; but now, the common prac-
tice is te begin all common fubftantives with a
little lerter; which adds to the beauty of writing
and printing.

. 4. None but fubftantives, whether common,
proper, or perfonal, may begin with a capital,
except n the beginning, or immediately after o
full ftop. ’ .

5. Qualities, aflirmations, or participles, muft not
begin with d capital, unlefs fuch"words begin, or
eome immediately after, a period; then they ne-
ver fail to begin with a capital.
¢ . R .

6. If any notable faying or paﬁ‘age of an author
be quoted in his own words, it begins with a ca-
pital; though not immediately after a period.,

=. Let not a capital be written in the middle of
a word among fmall letters. ‘

© 8. -Where capitals are ufed in whole words or
fentences, fomething is exprefled ‘extraordinary
great. They are alfo uled in titles of books, for
ornament’s fake.

9. The pronoun /, and the exclamative 0, muft
be written with a capital.

10. The letter ¢ is never ufed without the let-
ter g next following. .

11. The long /muft never be inferted immedi-
ately after the fhort 5, nor at the end of a word.
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LETTER-WRITER,
PART L

Mifcellaneous LET TER S on the moft ufe-
ful and common occafions.

LETTER'IL

From a brother at home to a fifter abroad on a vifit,
' complaining of her not writing.,

- .Dear Sifter,

MUST acquaint you hew unkind it is taken
by every body here, that we io feldom hear
_from you : my mother, in particular, is not a lit-
tle difpleafed, and fays you are a very idle girl;
my aunt is of the {fame opinion ; and none but my-
felf endeavours to find excufes for you; but I beg
. you will give me that trouble no more, and, for
the future, take care te deferve no rebuke, which
ou may eafily do, by writing foon and often.
{'ou are very fenfible how dear you are to us all;
think then.with yourfelf, whether it be right to
. omit giving us the only fatisfattion that abfence
affords to real friends, which is often to hear from
one another. )

Our beft refpeds to Mr. and Mrs. Herbert, and

- compliments to all friends. :
From your very affedtionate brother, T. C.
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LETTER IL
The fifter’s anfwer.

Dear Breother,

I Will not fet about finding excufes, but own
my fault, and thank you for your kind reproof;
and, in return, I promife you never to be guilty
of the like again. I write this immediately on the
receipt of your’s, to beg my mamma’s pardon,
which you, I knew, can procure; as alfo my
aunt’s, on this my promife of amendment. I hope
you will continue to excufe all my little omiffions;
and be affured, I am never fo forgetful of myfelf
as to negle®t my duty defignedly. I fhall certain-
ly write to mamma by next poft; this is juft go-
ing, which obliges me to conclude with my duty
to dear mamma, and fincere refpedts to all friends.

Your ever affetionate fifter, M. C.

LETTER I

A young gentleman’s letter to his pappa, written
a fchoolfellaw. ’ v

Dear Pappa,

ACCORDING to your commands, when you
left me at fchool, I hereby obey them; and
not only inform you that I am well, but alfo that
I am happy in being placed under the tuition of fo
good a mafter, who is the beft-natured man in the
world; and, I am fure, was I inclinable to be an
idle boy, his goodnefs to me would prompt me to
be diligent at my f{tudy, that I might pleafe him.
Befides, 1 fee a great difference made between
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thofe that are idle and thofe that are diligent: idle
boys being punifhed as they deferve, and diligent
beys being encouraged: but you know, Pappa, that
I always loved my book ; for you have often told °
me, if I intended ever to be a great man I muft
learn to be a good fcholar, left, when I am grown
up, I fhould be a laughing-ftock or make-game to
others for my ignorance: but I am refolved to be
a fcholar.

Pray give my duty to my mamma, and my love
to my fifter.

I am, dear Pappa,
- Your moft dutiful fon.

LETTER IV.
- Another on the fume fubjelt.

Dear Pappa,

AS I know you will be glad to hear from your
little boy, I fhould be very navghty if I did
not acquaint you that I am in good health, and
" that [ am very well pleafed with my mafter; for
he is very kind to me, and tells me, that he will
always love young gentlemen that mind their learn-
ing: therefore, I am fure, he will ftill love me;
becaufe you have told me, that boys who do not
. mind their learning will never become gentlemen,
and will be laughed at for their ignorance, though
they have ever fo much money; and as I an fure
you always ffeak truth, and I would willingly be
a gentleman like you, I am refulved to be a good
fcholar, which I know will be a pleafure to you
and my mamma, and gain me the love of every
body.

Pray give my duty to my mamma, my wode,

: C

’
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and my aunt, and my love to my fifter and cou-
fins, - . : .
I am, dear Pappa,

Your moft dutiful fon.

LETTER V.
20 a friend againft wafle of time.

Dear Sir,

CONVERSE often with yourfelf, and neither

lavifh your time, not fuffer others to rob you
of it. Many of our hours are ftolen from us, and
others pafs infenfibly away ; but of both thefe
lofles, the moft fhameful is that which happens
through our own neglei. If we take the trouble
to obferve, we fhall find that one confiderable part
of our life is fpent in doing evil, and rhe other in
doing nothing, or in doing what we fhould not do.
We don’t feem to know the value of time, nor
how yprecious a day is; nor do we confider, that
every moment brings us nearcr to our end. Re-
fle® upon this, I intreat you, and keep a flri¢t
" account of time. Procraflination is the moft dan-
gerous thing in life. Nothing is properly ours
- but the inftant we breathe in, and all the reft is
nothing ; it is the only good we poflfefs; but then
-it is fleeting, and the firlt comer robs us of it
Men are fo weak, that they think they oblige by
giving of trifles, and yet reckon that time as no-
-thing, for -whicli the moft grateful perfon in the
world can never make amends. lam, &c.

LETTER VL

In anfwer to a friend.
SIR,

O tell you, in anfwer to your’s, what I think
‘of porfperity, is, that 1 take it to be more
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dangerous to our virtue than adverfity. Jtis apt
to make us vain andinfolent ; fegardlefs of others,
and forgetful of God, ambitious in our purfuits,
and intemperate in our enjoyments. Thus it pro-
ved to the wifeft man on earth, I mean Solomon.
But I much admire what you fay of filence, and
wifh I could pradife that paffive virtue, which is
the firft ftep of wifdom, the nurfe of peace, and
the guardian of virtue. Words do but ruffe and
difcompofe the mind, betraying the foul to a thou-
fand vanities. I hope you will in our next meet-
ing find me greatly improved in what you fo much
recommended to me.
I remain, Sir, your’s, &c.

LETTER VIL

T a young gentleman,

S 1R,

IDAI{E venture to affirm, that learning, pro-
erly cultivated and applied, is what truly
makes the gentleman, and that a wife man is as
‘much fuperior to an ignorant perfon as a man is
- above the level of abrute. Wherefore, you can.
not do better than to apply yourfelf ferioufly to
the cultivation of your mird; to which: purpofe
- nothing will contrigute more than your prefcri-
bing yourfelf a regular method of ftudy. The
morning is undoubtedly more proper for readin
“than any other part of the day, becaufe the min
is then free and difengaged, and unclouded by thofe
vapours which we generally find after a full meal.
Neverthelefs, 1 would not affe®t to read over a
multitude of volumes, nor read with greedinefs;
I would rather chufe to read a little, and digeftir.
Neither would I regard the number fo much a3
the ehoice of my books, &e.
Ca
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LETTER VIIL

From a young lady, in anfwer to a letter fhe had re-
ceived from her mamma, advifing her to perfevere
in the Chriftian duties fbe had been inflrulied in.

Moft honoured Madam,

I AM at a lofs for words to exprefs the joy I felt
at the receipt of your letter, wherein you are
Pleafed to acquaint me, that nothing ever gave my
dear mamma greater pleafure and fatisfation than
the account 1 have given her of the condué 1 ob-
ferve in my fpiritual affairs; and that I may ftill
add to that comfort (which fhall ever be my ftudy,)
when arf opportunity offersitfelf, I prefumne iv cone
tinue the information. ‘
When I have properly difcharged my duty to
that Divine Being to whom I am indebted for my
- exiftence, I repair to my toilette; but not with an
intent to clotﬁe my body (which I know muft,
fooner or later, fall into corruption) with vain
attire, but with fuch as is decent and innocent ;
regarding fine robes as the badge of pride and va.
nity ; keeping thofe enemies, to our fex in parti-
cular, at too great a diftance ever to dare an at-
tempt upon my mind.
_ When public prayers and breakfaft are over, 1
apply my thoughts to the duties of the fchool ;
and divide the time appointed for them, as equally
as poflibly I can, between the feveral branches of
education I am engaged in, beth before and after
dinner.

When fchool is finithed for the day, I, accom-
panied by a young lady, who is my bedfellow, and
of a like difpofition, retire to our room, where
we improve ourfelves by reading. Books of piety
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are our moft common choice. Thefe warm our
wills, and enlighten our underftandings: they in-
ftru& us in the caufe of our mifconduét, and pre-
fcribe to us a remedy ; they neither flatter a dig-
nified title, nor infult the peafant who tills tke
‘ground ; but, like painted buftos, look upon every
one alike. In fine, they refrefh the memory, en-
Iarge the underftanding, and enflame the will; and,
in a delightful manner, cultivate both virtue and
wifdom. i

Having finifted oor reading, either of piety or
hiftory, which'we prefer rext, (efpecially fuch as
relates to ourown evuntry,) and fupperandprayers
are over, I retire alone to my room, te take am
impartial view of the actions of the day. If my con-
fcience does not accufe me of having committed
any thing criminal, I give glory to God; and, with
Bended knees, and an hamble heart, return him
unfeigned thanks for proteding me againft thofe
-temptations which the enemy to mankind.is ready
to allure us with: far, I am perfuaded, it was not
my f{trength of virtue that with{tood the tempta-
_tions, but bis affilting grace that enabled’ me to
overcome them; and if I am confcious of having
done amifs, L fue for pardon, ind lay not my body’
to reft till I have procured peace to my foul.

If at any time 1 am permitted to pay a vifie,
(which liberty your indulgence has allowed,) I
“take care to time it preperly; for there are certain
times when vifits become rather troublefome than
triendly - wherefore, I avoid it when much com-
_pany is expected ; or when I am certain that fa-
mily affairs will not admit of* fufficient leifure to
receive them.: the former on my own account, the
Jatter on my friends ¢ that is, much company af-
"fembled together ferves rather to confufe our ideas
than. enliven them. Wherefore, when I am fo un-
fortunate to ill-time a v(i:ﬁt, I withdraw 2s leon s

3
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-civility and ceremony will permit me; for, in my
.weak opjpion, Madam, long converfations grow
.dully as few of our fex are furnifhed with a fuff. °
.cient fund of materials for long difcourfes, unlefs
-it’be ro comment upon the frailties of the abfent,
and turn their misfortunes into a fubje& for our
.moft cruel diverfion. ' .
Thig, Madam, is a vice you have often caution-
ed me againft, and I fhall be particularly careful
to avoid it; being both an unchriftian and difin-
- -genuous principle, to feaft ourfelves at another’s
expence.
- This is all T have to offer at prefent ; and am,
with great humility,
Moft honoured Madam,
Your moft dutiful daughter.

LETTER-IX

Frem a young lady to her mamma, requefling a
' fa‘Uour.
~ Dear Mamma, .

FTHE many inftances you have given me of your
affeition leave me no room to believe that the
favour I prefume to afk will be difpléafing. Was
1 in the leaft doubtful of it, I hope my dear mam-
ma has too good an opinion of my condu& to ima-
ine I would ever advance any thing that might
give her the leaft diffatisfaition.

The holidays are nigh at hand, when all of as
young ladies are to pay our feveral perfonal re-
Ape&s and duties to our parents, except one; whofe
friends- (her parents being dead) refide at too great
a diftance for her to expedt their indulgence in
fending for her : befides, were they to do fo, the
expence attending her journey would be placed to
Jber account, and dedu&ed out of the fmall for-

‘tune left her by her parents. '
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This young lady’s affability, fenfe, and good
nature, have gained her the friendfhip and efteem
of the whole fchool; each of us contending to
render her retirement (as [ may jullly call it)nfi'om
her native home and friends as comfortable and
agreeable as we pofibly can.

How happy fhould I think myfelf above the reft
of our young ladies, if you will give me leave to
engage her to fpend the holidays with me at home!
And I doubt not but her addrefs and behaviour

. will.attra& your efteem, among the reft of thofe
fhe has already acquired.

Your compliance with this requeft will greatly
add to the happinefs I already enjoy from the re-
-peated indulgencies and favours conferred on her,
who will always perfevere to merit the continu-
ance of them. Iam, with my duty to Pappa,

Dear Mamma,
. Your moft dutiful daughter.

LETTER X

From a young gentleman to his pappa, defiring that
he may learn ta dance.

Dear Pappa,

OUR affe@tionate and paternal behaviour con-
vinces me, that you are abfolutely refolved to
fpare no coft in any branch of education that is
. effentially neceflary in the employment you pro-
pofe I fhall hereafter follow: and thoughl am
certain you intend that dancing fhall have its fhare
in my ftudies, neverthelefs, permit me to put you
in mind of it, and alfo to defire you will no longer,
-on account of the ftrength of my limbs, (which I
-am fenfible is the motive that retards me from-be-
ginning,) delay your orders to my malter; fox L
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am perfuaded, from an inftance I am witnefs of in
our {chool, of a young mafter, who is much weaker
in his limbs than ever I was, that dancing will ra-
ther {trengthen than weaken my joints.

It is not my emulation for dancing a minuet
that is the motive that induces me to be thus pref-
fing; for I prefume there are other things more
neceflary belonging to this qualification than that;
fuch as to ‘walk well; to makée a2 bow; how to
come progerly into a room, and to go out of it;
bow to falute a friend or acquaintance in the
fireet, whether a fuperior, equal, or inferior; and
feveral other points of behaviour, which are more
eflential than dancing a minuet.

Thefe points of behaviour I often blufh to be
ignorant of ; and have feveral times been the ri-
dicule of thofé young chaps who are advanced in
the knowledge of this accomplithment: and as 1
am perfuaded you would not chufe I fhould be a
make-game to any of my fchoolfellows, I doubt
not but you will fend your immediate orders for
my beginning ; which favour, added to the many
others you have already conferred, will greatly
oblige,

Dear Pappa,
Your moft dutiful fon.

LETTER XL

From a young lady to ler pappa, who lately embark-
" ed for the Eaft Indies, in the Company’s fervice,
but was detained at Portfimauth by contrary winds,

Dear Pappa,

I FLATTER myfelf you are too well convinced
of my fteady adherence to my duty and affecti-
‘o, ever to imagine I will omit the lealt opportu-
aigy that offers to pay you my moft humble duty.
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I beg my dear pappa may not be offended, if 1
fay, that it gives me a fecret fatisfaction to hear
you are flill within the reach of a poft letter : and
though I cannot have the pleafure of a paternal
embrace, yet I rejoice in tl;;c expetation of recei-
ving the wifhed-for account of your health’s conti-
nuance; which to me, my dear mamma, and broe
ther, is the greateft blefling that Providence can
poflibly beftow upon us.

Oh ! Sir, though thort to fome, the interval of
time fince I received your blefling, ere your depar-
ture from us, to we feems an age! And when [
refle& how many fuch I am doomed to bear in the
abfence of the beft of parents, I am inconfolable !
And if it were poffible that nature could fubfift on
fleep alone, I could with pleafure renounce every
amufement whatever, ang make the filent pillow
my retreat.

Oh! may the Divine Being be your protecor
againft the many dangers of that boifterous ele-
ment you are obliged to traverfe! May he dire&
fuch gentle and favourable breezes that may cen-
du&@ you to your deftined port! May he add to
this a happy and fuccefsful voyage ! and, to crown
all my wignes, grant you a fpeedy and fafe return!
. I have nothing worth notice to advife you of,
but that we are all (God be praifed !) in the fame
good health you left us, and are in great expeta-
tion of the fome comfortable account in your an-
fwer to this, from, dear Pappa,

) Your moft dutiful daughter,
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- LETTER XIL

From a young woman, juff gone to fervice, to ber
mother at home.

!
Dear Mother,

:TIS a fortnight this very day that I have beent
at Mr Johnfon’s ; and, I thank God, 1 begin
to find myfelf a little eafier than I have been: but
indeed, 1 have fuffered a great deal fince I partc(i
“from you and all the reft of our friends, At our
firflt coming hither, I thought every thing looked .
fo ftrange about me; and when John got upon
his horfe, and rode out of the yard, methought
every thing iooked ftranger and ftranger ; fo I got
" up to the window and Jlooked after him, till he
turned into the London road, (for you know we
Jive a quarter of a mile on the farther fide of it,)
and then I fat, down and cried, and that always
ives me fome relief. Many a time have 1 cried
%mce; but I do my beft to dry up my tears, and to
appear as chearful as I can.

Deareft moiher, I return you a thoufand thanks
for all the kind advice you were fo good as to give
me at parting; afd I think it over often and often.
But yet, methinks, it would be better if I had it in
writing ; that would be what I would value above
all things ; but I am afraid to afk for what would
Bive you fo mnch trouble. So, with my duty to
you-and my father, and kind love to all friends, I
yeémain ‘ever, .
Your moft dutiful daughter.
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LETTER XIIIL
) Her mother’s anfawer.,
My dear Child,

I AM very forry that you have fuffered fo much
fince we parted: but it is always fo at firft, and
will wear away in time. I have had my fhare roo,
but I bear it now pretty well; and hope you will
-endeavour to follow my example in this, as you
ufed to fay you loved to do in every thing. You
muft confider, that we never fhould have parted
with you, had it not been for your good. If you
continue virtuous and obliging, all the family will
love and efteem you. You will get new friends
there; and I think T can affure you, that you will
lofe no love here: for we all talk of you every
evening; and every body fpeaks of you as fondly,
or rather more fondly than ever they did. In the
mean -time, keep yourfelf employed as much as
you can, which is the beft way of wearing off any
concern. Do all the bufinefs of your place;
and be always ready to affift your fellow-fervants,
where you can, in their bufinefs. This will both
£ill up your time, and help to endear you to them:
and then you will foon have as many friends about
you there as you ufed to have here. I don’t cau-
tion you againft fpeaking ill of any body living,
for I know you never ufed to doit; but if you
hear a bad ftory of,any body, try to foften it all
.you can; and never tell it again, but rather let
it flip out of your mind as foon as poflible. Iam
in great hopes that all the family are kind to you
already, from the good charaiter I have heard of
them ; but I fhould be glad to fee it confirmed by
your next, and the more particular you are
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it the better. If you have any time to fpare
from your bufinefs, I hope you will give a good
fhare of it to your devotions; that is an exercife
which gives comfort and fpirits without tiring one.
My prayers you have daily, I might have faid -
hourly : and there is nothing that I pray for with
more earneflnefs, than that my deareft child may
do well. -You did not mention any thing of your
health in your laft; but T had the pleafure of hear-
ing you was well, by Mr. Cooper’s young man,
who faid he called upon you in his way from Lon-
don, and that you looked as frefh as a rofe, and
as bonny as a blackbird.—You know James’s way
of talking. However, I was glad to hear you was
well, and defire you would not forget to mention
your health yourfelf in your next letter. Your
father delires his blefling, and your brothers their
kind love, to you. Heaven blefs you, my dear
child ! and continue you to be a comfort to us all,
and more particularly to
Your affe&ionate mother.

LETTER XIV.
The daughter to the mother.

Dear Mother,

THOUGH we begin to have fuch cold weather,
I am got up into my chamber to write to you.
God be thanked I am grown almoft quite eafy ;
which is owing to my following your good advice,
and the kindnefs that is already fhown me in the
family. Betty and I are bedfellows ; and fhe, and
Robin, and Thomas, are all fo kind to me, that [
can fcarcely fay which is the kindeft. My mafter
is fixty-five years of age next April; but by his
Jooks you would hardly take him te be fifty. ~ He
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‘has always an eafy fmiling countenance, and he
is very good to all his fervants. When he has
happened to pafs by me, as [ have been dufling

- ut the chambers, or in the paffage, he generally

fays fomething to encourage me, and that makes
one’s work go on more pleafantly. My miltrels
fs as thin as my mafter is plump: not much thert
of him in age, and more apt to be a little pecvifh,
Indeed that may eafily be Lornc; for I have never
heard my mafter fay a fingle word of any of us
but what was k'nd and encouraging. My malter,
they fay, is vaftly rich; for heis a prudent man,
and laid up a great deal of money while he was in
bufinefs, with which he purchafed his eltate here,
and ancther in Suflex, fometime before he left of.
And they have, [ find, « veiy good houfe in Loa
don as well as this here; but my walter and m.f-
trefs both love the country beft, and fo they fome-
times ftay here for a whole winter, and all the
fuinmer conftantly ; of which I am very glad, be-
caufe I am fo much the uearer you: and I have
heard fo much of the wickcduefs of London, that
1 don’t at all defire to go there. As to my fcllow-
fervants, it is thought that Berty (who is very
good natured, and as merry as the day is long) is.
to be matried to the jovial landiord over the way;
and to fay the truth, 1 am api to believe that they
are altnally promifed to one another  Qur coach-
man, Thomas, feems to be a very good worthy
man,; you may fee by his eyes, that it dces his
heart good whenever he can do a kind thing for
any of the neighbours, He was born in the parifh,
and his father has a good farm of his own in it,
and rents another, Robin, .the footman, is good-
natured too; he is always merry, and loves to
Jaugh as much as he loves to eat, and I’m fure he
'has a good. ftomach. But I need not talk of that,
for now mine is come again; I cat alimofX as avarvy
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as he dées. With fuch fellow-fervants, and fuch
a mafter, I think it would be my own fault if I
am not happy. Well in health I affure you I am,
and begin to be pretty well in fpirits; only my
heart will heave a little flill every time I look to-
wards the road that goes to your houfe. -Heaven
blefs you all there! and make me a deferving
daughter of fo good a mother ! .

LETTER XV.
The mother’s anfwer and advice.

" Dear Child,

THE next piece of advice that I gave you was,
« To think often how much a life of virtue.
¢ is to be preferred to a life of pleafure ; and how
¢ much better and more lafting, a good name is
,$¢ than beauty.” :

If we call things by their right names, there is
nothing that deferves the name of pleafure fo tru-
ly as virtue: but noned¥muft talk as people are
ufed to talk; and I think, by a life of pleafure,
they generally mean a life of gaiety.

Now, our gaieties, God knows, are at beft very
trifling, always unfatisfactory, often attended with
difficulties in the procuring them, and fatigue in

- the very enjoyment, and too often followed by
regret and felf-condemnation. What they call a
life of pleafure among the great muft be a very la-
borious life: they fpend the greateft part of the
night in balls and aflemblies, and fling away the
greateft part of their days in fleep: their life is
too much oppofed to nature to be capable of hap-
pinefs : ’tis all a hurry of vifits, twenty or thirty
perhaps in a day, to perfons of whom there are

zor above two or three that they have any real
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friendfhip or efteem for, (fuppofing them to be
capable of either;) a perpetual feeking after what
they call diverfions; an infipidity, and want of
tafte, when they are engaged in them, and a cer-
tain languifhing and reftleflnefs when they are
without them. This is not living, but a conftant
endeavour to cheat themfelves out of the little time
they have tolive; for they generally inherit a bad
conftitution, make it worfe by their abfurd way
of life, and deliver a ftill weaker and weaker thread
down to their children. I don’t know any one
thing more ridiculous than the feeing their wrink-
led fallow faces all fet off with diamonds. Poor
miftaken gentlewomen ! they fhould endeavour to
avoid people’s eyes as much as poffible, and not
to attract them; for they are really a quite deplo-
rable fight, and their very faces are a ftanding lef-
- fon againft the {trange lives they lead.

People in a lower life, it is true, do not a& fo
ridiculoufly as thofe in a higher ; but even among
them too, there is a vaft difference between the
people that live well and the people that live ill:
the former are more healthy, in better fpirits, fit-
ter for bufinefs, and more attentive to it ; the lat-
ter are more negligent, more uneafy, more con-
temptible, and more difeafed.

In truth, either in high or low life, virtue is
only another name for happinefs, and debauchery
ist ebilih road to mifery; and this, to me, ap-

rs juft as true and evident as that moderation
is always good for us, and excefs always hurtful.

But is it not a charming thing to have youth and
beauty, to be followed andadmired,——to have

refents offered from all fides to one, to be in-

vited to all diverfions, and to be diftinguifhed by

the men from all the reft of the company !

Yes, my dear child. All this would be charming,

if we had nothing to do but to dance, and rcecive
D2 ‘




4a THE COMPLETE

prefents, and if this diftinction of you was to laft
always. But the mifchief of it.is, that thefe things
canoot be ¢njoyed without increafing your vanity
every time you enjoy them, and fwelling up a paf-
fion in you that mult foon be balked and difap-
pointed. How Jong is this beauty to laft? There
are but few faces that can keep it to the other fide
of five-and-twenty ; and haw would you bear it,
after having been ufed to be thus diftinguithed and
admired for fome time, to fink out of the notice
of people, and to be negle&ted, and perhaps, af-
fronte:l, by the very perfons who ufec{’ to pay the
greateft adoration to you? .

Do you remember the gentieman that was with
us laft autumn, and bis: prefenting you with that
pretty Hower one day, on bis coming out of the
garden? 1 don’t know wkether you underftoad
him, or not; but I could read it in his looks, that
h= meant it for a leffon to you. Itis true, the
flower was quite a pretty one; but though you
‘put it in water, you know it faded, and grew difr
agrecable, in four or five days ; and had it not been
cr¢pped, but fuffered to grow on in the garden, it
would bave done the fame in nine or ten. Now,
a year is to beauty what a day was to that flower
and who would value themfelves much on the pof-
[«flion of a thing which they are {ure to lofe n fo
fhort a time ? ‘

Nine or ten years sre what one may call the
natural term of life for beauty in a young woman;
but by accidents, or mifbehaviour, it may die long.
beiore its time. Tke greater part of what people
call beauty in your face, for inftance, is ewing to
that air of innpcence and modefty that is in it if
once you fhould fuffer yourfelf to be ruined by
any bufe man, all that would foon vanifh, and af«
futance and uglinefs wou!d come in the rocm of it.

Aud if other bad confequencey thould follow,



LETTER-WRITER. 4

(for other bad ones there are, of more forts than
one,) you would lofe your bloom too, and then all
is gone! but keep your reputation as you have
hn%erto kept ity and that will be a beauty which
will laft to the end of your days; fur it will be
only the more confirmed and brightened by time;
that will fecure you efteem when all the prefenc
form of your face is vanifhed away, and will be
always mellowing into greater and greater charms.
Theie my fentiments you’ll take as a blefing, and
remember, they come from the heart of a tender
and affeGtionate mother. E. C.

LETTER XVL
A fon’s letter, at fthool, to his father.

Honoured Sir,

I AM greatly obliged to you for all your favours;
all I have to hope 1s, that the progrefs I make
in my learning wilrbe no difagreeable return for
the fame. Gratitude, duty, and a view of future
advantages, all contribute to make me thoroughly
fenfible how much I ought to labour for my own
improvement and your fatisfaction, and to fhow
myfelf upon all occafions,
Yl:)ur moft obedient and ever dutiful fon,
RoBerT MOLESWORTA,

LETTER XVIL
A letter-of excufe toa father or mother.

®
Honoured Sir, or, Madam,

I AM informed, and it gives me great concern,
that you have heard an ill report of me, which
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* ¥ fuppofe was raifed by fome of my fchool-fellows,
who cither envy my efteém, or, by aggravating
my faults, would endeavour to leffen their own
though I muft own I have been a little too remifs
in my {chool bufinefs, and am now fenfible ] have -
loftin fome meafure my time and credit thereby 3
but, by my future diligence, I hope to recover
both, and to convince you that I pay a firi&t re-
gard to all your commands, which F am bound to,
as well in gratitude as duty : and hope 1 thall ever
have leave, and with grear truth, to fubfcribe my-
felf, - ~ o

’ Your moft dutiful fon
Pnirsr CoLriNgs.

LETTER XVIL
Zo My,

Tuunbridge.

I THINK I promifed you a letter fromthis places
yet 1 bave nothing more material to wri:e than
that I got fafe hither. To any other man I thould
make an apology for troubling you with an infor-
" mation fo trivial ; but amoag true friends there is
nothing ind:fferent; and what would feem of no.
confequence to others, -has, in intercourfes of this
nature, its weight and value. A byftander. un-
acquainted with play, may fancy, perhaps, that®
the counters are of no more worth than they ap. .
pear ; but thofe who are engaged in the game know
they are to be confidered at a higher rare.  You
fee I draw my allufions from the fcene befi're me;
a propriety which the crivics, i think, upo®fome
occafions, recommend I have often wondered
what odd whim could firft induce the healthy to
follow the fick inte places of this fort, and lay the
“feene of their diverfions amid(t the moft wretched
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part of our {pecies. One fhould imagine an bofpi-
tal the laft {pot in the world to which thofe in pur-
fuit of pleafure would think of reforting. How-
ever, fo it is; and, by this means, the company
here furnith out a tragi-comedy of the moft fingu-
lar kind.. While fome are literally dying, others
. are expiring in.metaphor; and in one {cene you
are prefented with the real, and in another with
the fantaftical, pains of mankind. An igoorant
fpectator might be apt to fufpect that each part
was endeavouring to qualify it{elf for aQing in the
- oppofite character: for the infirm cannet labour
more earneftly to recover the ftrength they have
loft than the robuft to deftroy that which they
poffels. Thus the difeafed pafs not more anxious
nights in their beds than the healthy at the hazard
taﬁics; and 1 frequently fee a game at quadrille
accafion as fevere difquietudes as a fit of the gout,
As for myfelf, I peiform a fort of middle part in
this motley drama, and am fometimes difpofed to
join with the invalids in envying the healchy, and
4 fometimes have {pirits enough to mix with the gay
in pitying the (plenetic,
he truth is, I have fourd fome benefit by the
waters; but I fhall not be fo fanguine as to pro-
pounce with certainty of their effedis till I fee Eow
they enable me to pals through the approaching
winter. 1hat feafon, you know, is the time of
trial with mz; and if I get over the next with
more eafe than the laft, T fhall think myfelf obli-
ged to celebrate the nymph of thefe {prings in
grateful fonnets.

.But ler time and feafons operate as they may,
there is one part of me over which they will have
po power; and inJli the changes of this uncertain
contlitution my heart will ever continue fixed and
firmly your’s.

1am, &ec.
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LETTER XIX

From a young apprentice to his father, to let him
- know how he likes his place, and goes on.:

Honoured Sir, -

I KNOW it will be a great fatisfalion to you,
and my dear mother, to hear that I go on very
happily in my bufinefs ; and my mafter, feeing my
diligence, puts me forward, and encourages me
in fuch a manner, that I have great delight in it:
and hope T fhall anfwer, in time, your good wifhes
and expeiations, and the indulgence you have al-
ways thown me. There is fuch good order in the
family, as well on my miftrefs’s part as my maf-
ter’s, that every fervant as well as I, knows his
duty, and does it with pleafure. So much even-
nefs, fedatenefs, and regularity, Is obferved in alt
they enjoin or ef\?)e&, that it is impoflible but it
fhould be fo..« My mafter is an honeft, worthy
man ; every body fpeaks well of him. My miftrefs
is a cheerful, fweet-tempeted woman, and rather
heals breaches than widens them. And the chil-
dien, after fuch examples, behave to us all like
one’s own brothers and filters. Who can but love
fuch a family ? 1 with, when it fhall pleafe God to

put me in foch a ftation, that I may carry myfelf -

juft as my mafter does; and if I fhould ever mar-
ry, have juftfuch a wife as my miftrefs: and then,
by God's bleiling, I fhall be happy as they are)
"and as you, dir, and my dear mother, have aiways
been if any thing can make e happier than I
amn, or coutinue me my prefent felicity, it wili be
the continuance of your’s, and my good mother’s
prayers for, Honoured >ir,
Your ever dutiful fon.
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LETTER XX

From a daughter to her mather, by way of excufe
far‘faving neglecied to write 16 ber. ’

Honoured Madam,

T HOUGH the agreeable news of your health
and welfare, which wa¢ brougkt me laft night
by the hands of my uncle’s man Kobin, gives me
ipexpreflible pleafure; yet I am very much con-
cerned that my tco long filence fhould have given
you fo much uneafinefs as I under(tand it has. [
can affure you, Madam, that my negle&t in that
particular was no ways owing to any want of fili-
al duty or refped, but to a hurry of- bufinefe, glf
1 may be allowed to call it fo,) accafioned by the
honour of a vifit fram my Lady Betty Brilliant,
and ber pretty nieee Mifs Charlotte, who are ex~
ceeding fgood company, and whom our family are
woud of entertaining in the moft elegant manner.
am pot unfenfible, bowever, that peither this
plea, nor any real bufinefs, of what impertance
foever, can juftly acquit me for not writing of-
tener to a parent {o tender and indulgent as your-
felf ; but, as the cafe now {tands, 1 know no other
~ way of making atcnement than by a fincere pro-
mife of a more {tri obfervance of my duty for
the future.» If therefore, Madam, you will faveur
me fo far as to forgive this firft tranfgreflion, ycu
may depend en my word it {hall never more be
repeated by,
Honoured Madam,
Your dutiful daughter.
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From Robin Redbreaft in the garden to Mafter
Brury CARELESS abroad at [chool.

Dear Mafter Billy,

AS I was looking into your pappa’s library win-,
dow, laft Wednefday, I faw a letter lye op-
en, figned Billy Carelefs, which led my curiofity
to read it: but was_ forry to find there was not
that duty and refpeét in it which every good boy
fhould thow to his pappa; and this I was the more
furprifed at, when I found it was to afk a favour
of him. Give me leave, therefore, my dear Billy,
to acquaint you, that no one fhould ever write to
his pappa, or mamma, without beginning his letter
with Honoured Sir, or Hsnoured Madam: and, at
the fame time, not forget to obferve, through his
whole epiftle, the moft perfect obedience, in a very
obliging, refpe@tful manner. By thefe means, you
. may not only increafe your pappa’s affection, but’
obtain almoft any thing from him that you can
reafonably afk, provided it be proper, and in his
power to grant. What can any good boy defire
more ? But here, you muft permit me, dear Billy,
to whiltle an unpleafing but very ufeful fong in’
your ear; which is, ¢¢ That you will never get
¢ fo much as an anfwer to any letter that is not
¢ alfo wrote handfome, fair, and large; which,
¢ as I know you are very capable of, am furpri-
¢ fed you will ever negle& it.”” And this you
may depend upon, for I know your pappa extreme-
ly well, having frequently fat for hours at his
ftudy window hearing him deliver his fentiments
to your fifters, and advifing them, in the moft -
good-natured, affetionate manner, always to be-
ave obedient to their .parents, and pretty and
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agreeable to every body elfe, as well abroad as at
bome; and, I muft fay it, his advice and com-
mands, together with your mamma’s care and in-
ftru®ion, have had fo charming an effe®, that
they are beloved and admired wherever they go;
and at home every fervant is extremely fond of
them, and always ready to oblige and pleafe them
in every thing, which I fee daily, when I hop
down into the court to breakfaft on the crumbs
from the kitchen. How eafy then is it for you,
my dear Billy, who are fo much wifer and older
than your fifters, to behave and write in the moft
dutiful and engaging manner! And, further, let
me advife you never to lofe fight of the love and
efteem of your mamma, to whom you are particu-
larly obliged for her conftant care to fupply your
continual wants, which your pappa, you are fen-
fible, has not leifure even to think of ; befides her
good fenfe and amiable condué have fo gained the
afcendant of your pappa, that he does nothing re-
lating to any of you without her confent and ap-
‘probation; fo that, in gaining her efteem, you
are almoft certain of his: but this you are very
fenfible of already, and I only juft chirp it in your
ear, to remind you of good conduct as well as fi-
lial duty.

But the morning draws on, and my fellow-fong-
fters are abroad to whiftle in the day: fo I muft
take my leave on the wing, and, for the prefent,
bid you farewell: but beg I may never have occa-
fion again to write to you an unpleafing letter of
rebuke ; and that vou will always remember, how-
ever diftant you are, or however fecret you may
think yeurfelf from your friends and relations,
you will never be able to conceal your faults; for
fome of our prying tattling tribe will be continu-
ally carrying them home, to be whiftled, in a me-
lancholy f{train, in the ears of your pappa, wudw
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to your fhame and difcredit, as well as -his dillike
and my great concern, who am, deareft Billy, your
ever watchbful and moft affetionate friend,
. Rosin RepsrzasT,
From my hole in the wall, :
at fun-rifing, the xft of

Juoe, 1775

- P. §. However negle&ful you may be of your
duty, 1 know you have too much good fenfe, as
well as good nature, to take any thing amifs that
T have Faid in this letter, which is wrote with the
freedom and concern of a friend, and to which [
was prompted, both by love and gratitude, in re.
turn for the plenty of crumbs I have received at
your bands, and the kind proteétion you have al-
ways thown me, both in the court and in the gar-
den, from fome of your idle companions, wkho,
with fticks and ftones, have often, in your ab-
fence, aimed at my life.
' Rosix RepBREAST,

LETTER XXIL
- ;oo
\_.. From one fifter to another.

Dear Sifter,

EVER fince you went to London, your favour-

ite acquaintance Mrs. Friendly and myfelf
have thought our rural amafements dull and infi-
pid, notwithftanding we have the players in town,
and an affembly once a-week. At your departure,
if you remember, you paffed your word to return
in a month’s time; but, inftead of that, it is now
almoft a quarter of a year. How can you ferve
vs-fo? In fhort, if you keep us in fufpence auch
donger, we are determined to follow you, and find

.

-
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you out, let the expence and length of the jourrey
be what it will. We live in hopes, however, that
upon the receipt of this notice, you'll return with-
out any farther delay, and prevent our taking fuch
an unmerciful jaunt.  Your compliance with this
joint requeft will highly oblige, not only your
moft {incere and affectionate friends, but
Your ever loving filter.

LETT.ER XXIIIL

LY

In anfwer to the foregoing.

Dear Lifter,

I RECEIVED your fummons, and can affure
Mrs. Friendly, as well as yourfelf, that my
long ftay in town, notwithitanding all the good
company | have met with, and all the diverfions
with which T have been indulged, has been quite
coutrary to my inclinations ; and nothing but my
L.ady Townly’s abfolute commainds not to leave
her fhou!d have preverted my return to you with-
in the time propofed. You are fenfible I have in-
finite obligations to her, and it would be irgrati-
tude to the laft degree not to comply with Ler iu-
jundions. In order, however, to make you boilx
ample amends for that uneafinels which my long
abfence has given you, 1 fhall ufe my urmofl en-
deavour to prevail with her Ladyfhip to join with
me in a vifit to you both in the {pring, aud to ftay
with you for a month at ledft, if not longer. [
would advife you, therefore, to fave an unnecef-
fary expence, as well as fatigue, and reft content-
ed where you are, till you fee
Your ever Icving,
E and affeitionate fiCter.
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LETTER XXIV.

From Lady Goodford to her daughter, a girl of
fourteen years old, then under the care of her
grandmother in the country.

‘My dear Child,

THOUGH I know you want no precepts under
my mother’s care to inftru@ you in all moral

and religious duties, yet there are fome things fhe
may poflibly forget to remind you of, which are
highly neceflary for the forming your mind, fo as
to make that figure in the world I covld wifh you
to do. I am certain, you will be kept up to
your mufic, {inging, and dancing, by the beft ma-
{ters the country affords ; and need not doubt but
you will very often be told, that good houfewifery
is a moft ccmmendable quality. I would have
‘you, indeed, negle& none of thefc branches of edu-
cation ; but, my dear, 1 fhould be grieved to hear
you were fo much attached to them as not to be
able to devote two hours, at leaft, every day to
reading.——My father left a collection of very ex-
cellent books in all langu:iges behind him, which
are yer in being; and as youw are tolerably well
acquainted with the French and Italian, would
have you.not be altogether a ftranger to their
authors Poetry, if it be good, (as in that library
you will find none that is not fo,) very much ele-
vates the ideas, and harmonizes the foul ; and well-
wrote novels are ap amufement in which fome-
times you may indu!ge yourfelf. But hiftory is
what I would chiefl, recommend ;—without fome
knowledge of this you will be accounted at beft
but an agieeable trifler. I would have you
&2, lively, and entertaining; but then I would
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have you able to improve as well as to divert the
company you may happen to fall into.

But, my dear child, 1 muft warn you to beware
with what difpofition you fit down to read books
of this nature; for ir you flightly fkim them over,
and merely to gratify your curiofity with the ama-
zing events delivered in them, the refearch will
afford you little advantage. You mufl, there-
" fore, confider what you read;—mark well the chain
.of accidents which bring on any great cataftrophe;
and this will frow you that nothing happens by
Chance, but all is entirely governed by the direc-
tions of an over-ruling Power.—In dftinguith-
ing the true caufes of the rife and fall of empires,
and thofe {trange revolutions that have happened
in moft kingdoms of the world, you will admire
divine Juftice, and be far from accufing Providence
of partiality, when you find, a3 frequently you
will, the good dethroned, all rights, both human
and divine, facrilegioufly trampled upon, a mock
authority eftablifhed in the place of a real one,
and lawlefs ufurpation profper; becaufe, at the
fame time, you will fee that this does not happen,
till a people, grown bold in iniquity, and ripe for
deftrultion, have drawn down upon themfelves the
feverelt vengeance of offended Heaven, which is
tyranny and oppreffion; and though innocent in-
dividuals may {uffer in the general calamity, yet
it is for the good of the whole, in order to bring
them to a juft fenfe of their tranfgreffions, and
turn them from their evil ways.
ftorical part of the Bible makes manifeft in num-
berlefs inftances ; and this the calamities which, at
differen: times, have befallen every kingdom and
commonwealth, evidently-confirm.

1 am the more particular in giving you thefe
cautions, becaufe, without obferving them, you
may be liable to imbibe prejudices which will yese

E 2

This the hi- -
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vert your judgment, and render you guilty of in-
juftice, without knowing you are fo. As you re-
gard, therefore, my commands, which will always
be for your improvement and emolument, never
be remifs in this point.
. Next to hiftory, I (hould be glad to fee you have
fome fmattering in natural philofophy; for which
purpofe let me recommend to your perufal a work
entitled, Speéfacle de la nature : or, Nature deline-
«@ted, fram the French of Abbe le Pluche ; being very
entertaining philofophical converfations, wherein
the wondertul works of Providence, in the ani-
mal, vegetable, and mineral creation are lajd
open, in four pocket volumes; in which are inter-
fperfed a grear variety of uieful and explanatory
cuts. Bslieve me, child, the wide creation pre-
fents nothing that affurds mot infinite matter for
delightful {pecularion ; and the more you examine
the works of Nature, the more you will learn to
leve and adore the great God of nature, the foun.
tain of all pleafure. - :
I expeét your pext will be filled with no inqui-
ries on new falhions, nor any directions to your
miliiner ; nor fhall 1 be better fat.sfied with an ac-
count of your having begun, or finithed, fuch.or
fuch a piece of fine work :—this may inform you ;
that it is other kinds of léarniug i wouid Qave
you verfed in. I flatcter myfelf with feeing iy
conmands obeyed, and that no part of what [
have faid will be loft upon you, which a little
more time and knowledge of the world will fkow
you the value of, and prove to you, more than
any indulgence I could treat you with, how very
.much I am

Your affe®ionate mother,
Co SoraroNiA,

~
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LETTER XXV.

7o a young lady, cautioning her againf? keeping congs
j’yanyg-witl: 2 gentleman of a bad character.

Dear Niece, .

“HE fincere love and affeGtion which I now have
for your indulgent father, and ever had for
your virtuous mother, not long {ince deceafed, to-
gether with the tender regard I have for your fu-
ture happinefs and welfare, have prevailed on me
to inform you, rather by letter than by word of
mouth, that the town rings of your unguarded
condu&, and the too great freedoms you take withr
Mr. Freelove. You have been feen with bim (if
Fame lies not}" in the fideboxes at both theatres ;
in St. James’s Park on Sunday night ; and after-
wards at a certain tavern not a mile from thence,
-which is a houfe (as I have been credibly inform-
ed) of no good repute. You have both, more-
over, been feen at Ranelagh aflembly, Vauxhall
ardens, and what is ftill more flagrant, at Cuper’s
grewqus. Don’t imagine, niece, that I am in
the leaft prejudifed, or fpeak out of any private
ique; but let mne tell you, your familiarity with |
gim gives me 1o fmall concern, as his charatter is
none of the beft ; and as he has aéted in the moft
ungenerous manner by two or three very virtu-
ous, young ladies of my acquaintance, who enter-
tained too favourable an cpinion of kis honour.
’Tis poflible, as you have no grest expectancies
from your relations, and he has an income, as it
is reported, of 200 l. a-year left him by his uncle,
that you may be tempted to imagine his addrefs an
offer to your advantage. - It is much to be quef-
tioned, however, whether his intentions are fin-

E3

.
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cere; for, notwithftanding all the fair promifes he
may poilibly make you, I have Leard it whiipered,
" that he is privately engaged to a rich, old doating
Jady, not far from Hackney. Befides, admitting
it to be true, that he is really entitled to the an-
nuity above-meuxtioned, yet it is too well kmown
that he is deep in debt ; that he lives beyond his
income, and has very little, if any, regard for his
reputation. In thort, not to mince the matter, he
is a perfe@tlibertine, and .is_ ever boafting of fa-
vours from our weak fex, whofe fondnefs and
frailty arc the conftant topics of his railiery and
ridicule. S
All this, therefore, duly confidered, let me pre-
vail on you, dear niece, to avoid his company as.
you would a madman ; for, notwithftanding I ftill
think 'you ftritly virtuous, yet your good nanie
may be irreparably loft by fuch open aéts of im-
prudence. As I have no other motive but an un-
affected zeal for your intereft and welfare, I flat.
ter myfelf you will put a favourable conftrution
. en the liberty here taken by
Youg fincere friend, and affectionate aunt,

EETTER XXVL
A letter of thanks, &c.

SIR,

I RECEIVED ‘the favour of your’s with a very
kind prefent ; and I know not, indeed, at this
time, any other way to fhow my gratitude, than
by my hearty thanks for the fame. Every thing -
you do carries a charm with it; your manner of
doing it is as agreeable as the thing done. In
fhort, Sir, my beart is full, and would overflow
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with gratitude, did I not ftop, and fubferibe my-

felf,
N Your moft obliged, and
R Obedient humble fervant,
: Joan Wapman.

LETTER XXVIL
. From an apprentice to his parents,

Honoured Father and Mother,

BY thefe I let you know, that by your good care
and condu&, 1 am well fettled, and pleafed
with my ftation, and think it my duty to return
you my hearty thanks, and grateful acknowledg-
ment of your love and tender care of me: I will
endeavour to go through my bufinefs chearfully.
And, having begun well, I hope I fhall perfevere
to do fo to the end, that I may be a comfort to
you hereafter, and, in fome meafure, make a re-
* turn for your love and kindnefs to me, who am,
Yovur moft dutiful, and !
Obedient fon and fervant,
Caaxres SEDGELY,

LETTER XXVIL
From an elder brother to a younger.

Dear Brother,

~ AS you are now gene from home, and are ar-
“tLX rived at years of fome difcretion, I thought
it not amifs to put you in mind that your chilfiﬂ;
affairs ought now 'to be entirely laid afide, and iy,
ftead of them more ferious thoughts, and thim
of more confequence, flould take place ; W
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we may add to the reputation of our family, and
gain to ourfelves the good efteem of being virtu-
ous and diligent in life, which is of great value,
and ought to be ftudied beyond any trifling amuf(e-
ments what{oever : for it will be an ornament in
youth, and a comfort in old age.

You bave too much good nature to be offended
at my advice, efpecially when I affure you, that I
as fincerely wifh your happinefs and advancement
in life as. I do my own.” We are all, thank God,
very well, and defire to be remembered to you,
Pray, write as often as opportunity and leifure
will permit ; and be aflured a letter from you will
always give great pleafure to all your friends here,

". but to none more than 4

Your moft affe&tionate brother,
and fincere humble fervant,
' EpwaARrp STANLEY.

LETTER XXIX.

A letter from a nephew to an uncle, who wrote te
him a letter of rebuke.” ~

Honoured Sir, .
RECEIVED your kind advice, and: by the

contents of your letter, perceive I have been.
reprefented to you as one of immoral principles.
I dare not write you any excufe for the follies-
and frailties of youth, becaufe, in fome meafure,
I own I have been guilty of them, but not to that
degree which you have had them reprefented =
however, your rebuke is not unfeafonable, and it *
fhall have the defired effec, as well to fruftrate
the defigns of my enemies, (who aim to prejudife
"you againft me,) as to pleafe you, and ubey all
" your commands and advice, which I now fincerely
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thank you for giving me; and promife, for the
future, I will make it my ftudy to reform and re-
gain, by adhering firi&tly to your inftruitions, the
good opinion you was once fo kind to entertain of
me.. | beg my dyty to my aunt, aud am,
Your moft obliged and ever dutiful nephew,
Hengry MonTacGus.

LETTER XXX
- Letter from a niece to her aunt,

‘Madam,

THE trouble I have already given you really
-% concerns me when I think of it; and yet I
cannot help intruding again upon your goodnefs ;
for neceflity, that mother of invention, forces us
to a& contrary to our inclinations: therefore,
© pray, dear Madam, excufe me if I once more in-
treat your afliltance in this affair, in any manner
that, you fhall think proper’ and I hope, at leaft
one time in my life, to be able to convince you,
that I have a thorough fenfe of the many obliga-
tions yaur goodnefs has.conferred upon
Your moft dutiful and truly obiiged niece,
And very humble fervant,
Jane PenserToN,

LETTER XXXIL
Letter from a youth at fhool to his parents.

Honoured Father and Mother,

OUR kind letter of the 24th inlt. I received
-in due time, and foon after the things you
therein mentioned, by the carrier, for which U ve-
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turn you my fincere thanks. They came very op-
portunely for my occafions. :1 hope foon to im-
rrove myfelf at {chool, though, I own, it feems 2
ittle bard and irkfome to me as yet; but my:maf-
ter gives me great encouragement, and affures me
I thali foon get the bertter of the little difficulties
tha: almoft every boy meets with at firft, and then
it wili be a perfed pleafure inftead of a tafk, and
altogether as pleafant and eafy as it is now irk-
fome and hard. .

My humble duty to yourfelves; and I beg the
favour of you to give my kind love to my brothers
and fifters, and remember me to all friends and
_‘acquaintance ; and you will oblige

Your ever dutiful and obedient {on,
. Caarres GoopeNovuGs.

v LETTER XXXIL

Letter from an apprentice in town to his parents ip
the country.

Honoured Father and Mother,

THE bearer, Henry Jones, came to fee me laft
night, and told me he fhould fet out for home
the next morning. I was not willing to let flip
the opportunity of {ending you a letter by him, to
let you know that I am very well, and like both
my mafter and miftrefs, and, by what I can fee of
it, the bufinefs entirely well ; and do intend (pleafe
God) to ufe my utmoft endeavours to make myfelf
mafter of every thing that belongs to it; in which -
I fhall have treble fatistaction; firft, in pleafing my
mafter; fecondly, in pleafing my friends; and,
thirdly, in benefiting myfelf. I have but littie
leifure, nor da I want a great deal; but will take
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every opportunity to let you know how I go on;
. and that I am, with great gratitude,
Your ever dutiful and moft obedient fon.

T. R,

| LETTER XXXIIL
From Mifs R. at S. to ber fifter.in Salifbury.

I HAVE often, I may fay very often, propofed
writing a Jong epiftle to my deareft Sukey, and
have as often been prevented. Mifs P. was to
‘have been the bearer of one; but, to my great
furprife, fhe left me without taking leave, nay,
without giving notice of her going, and I never
fo much as faw her fince yefterday fe’ennight, when
I very agreeably fpent the day with her and Mrs.
H—, at Mr. W—’s, at M—. My uncle, whom
I alfo intended to have wrote by, went away, (as
you know he always does) in {uch a burry, that
] bad no time to fet about writing a long letter,
and a fhort one I knew would by no means atone
for fuch a long filence. You complain in my laft
of my writing with too much referve; for my own
art, I think I write with too little, when I re-
]fie& on fome particulars that my uncle rallied up-
on before he went hence; which he never could
have known, had he not feen my letters. or been
acquainted with the contents of them. What fay
“you to that, my dear ? But I forgive.—Well, but
what news? fay you: £’1l tell you Laf{t Mon-
day morning, a very agreeable party, among whom
was Aunt R. , met us ar a {weet pleafant cot-
e of content on Weftphal:a Common ; they
brought with them a little elegani repaft, exactly
fuited to the f{ize of the cottage, which, hough but
juft big enough for us to fit down in, was capable
of holding a world of happinefs, as we provedy
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for the weather was extremely pleafant, the com-
pany perfe&ly harmonious, and we weré all ex-
ceflively agreeable to each-other; but, in an in-
- ftant, for fuch a day of pleafure feemed but a mo-
ment, the f{till evening came on, and all our joys
were hufhed. In fhort, about eight o’clock we
broke up from this {weet little rural retreat, which,
believe me, dear. Sukey, afforded high entertain-
ment for a day to us all. 1 wifhed greatly that
you could. have been a partaker ; but, however,
at your return we will attempt the like again. By
the help of your company it is poffible we may
fucceed as well a fecomr:ime; though that, I muft
own, an expeétation of this fort is feldom the cafe.
"Well, for the prefent, I will take my leave of the
cot; and now for the news of the town. The
firflt that occurs to me is the marriage of our old
miftrefs, who thought it better late than never,
and laft Friday thook hands for life with Mr. S. the
draper. He is a little advanced as well as fhe, but
po matter ; why may there not be pleafure at the
latrer time of life as well as at the beginning >
though, for my own part, I muft confefs, I amr
not for putting happinefs off till to-morrow, if it
may as well be had to-day.

But, to be ferious, my dear, there is no other
news all over the town worth mcntioning; ’tis all
as infipid as the laft difh of old bachelors’ tea. But
when are we to fee you? You have long, very
long, talked of returning home ; pray talk no more
of it, nay write no more, but inftead of your a-
greeable letters, let us have your more agreeable
company, and you’ll moft truly oblige .

- Your affectionate fifter, E. B.
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LETTER XXXIV.

From an elder brother in the country to his younger
brother, pu: apprentice in London.

Dear Brother,
I AM very glad to hear you are pleafed with the

new fituation into which the care of your friends
has put you; but I would have you pleafed, not
‘with the novelty of it, but wich the real advan-
tage, It is natural for you to be glad that you
are under lefs reftraint than you were; for a ma-
fter has neither occafion nor inclination to watch
2 youth fo much as his parents. But if you are
not careful, this, although it now gives you a
<hildith fatisfa®ion, may, in the end, betray you
into mifchief; nay, to. your ruin. Though your
father is not in {ight, dear brother, a& always as
if you . were in his prefence ; and be aflured, that ~
what would not offend him will never difpleafe any
body.
ou have more fenfe, I have often told you fo,
than moft- perfons at your time. Now is the op-
portunity to make a good ufe of it; and take it
for certain, every right {tep you enter upon now
will be a comfort to you for your life. I would
have your reafon as well as your fancy Pleafcd
with your new fituation, and then you wili a& as
becomes you. Confider, brother, that the {tate
of - life. that charms you fo at this time will bring
gou to independence and affluence ; that you will,
y bebavirg as you ought now, become mafter of
a houfe and family, and have every thing about
you at your own command, and have apprentices
as well as fervants to wait upon you. 'he maf-
ter with whom you are %aced was {on.e years agn
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in your fituation; and what fhould hinder you
from being heréafter in'his ? All that is required
is patience and- induftry ; and thefe, brother, are
very cheap articles with which to purchafe fo com-
fortable a condition.

Your mafter, I am told, had nothing to begin
the world withal. In that he was worfe than you ;
for if you behave well, there are thofe who will
fet you up'in a handfome manner.  So you have
fufficient inducements to be good, and a reward

. always follows it. Brother, farewell ! Obey. your
‘mafter, and be civil to all perfons; keep out of
company, for boys have no occafion for it; and
moft that you. will meet with is very bad. ‘Be
careful and honeft, and God will blefs you. If
ever you. commit a fault, confefs it at once, for-
the lie in denying it.is worfe than the thing itfelf,
‘Go to church conftantly ; and write to us often,
1 think I need not fay more to fo good a lad as
you to induce you to continue fo. 1am

Your affe@tionate brother,

LETTER XXXV.

A letter of excuft for fillence, and affurance it was
not out of difrefpelt.

THERE are times, Madam, in which it is fail-

ing in care not to write to one’s friends; there
are others in which it is prudence. Methinks it
better becomes an unliappy man to be filent than
to fpeak; for he tires if he fpeaks of his mifery,
or he is ridiculous if he attempts to be diverting.
I have no: done mylelf the honour of writing to
you fince my departure, to avoid one or other of
thefe inconveniencies. 1.have too much refpedt
for you, Madam, to importune you with mygriefs;.

@od [ am not fool enough to have a mind to laugh.
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I know very well that there may be a mean be-
tween thefe two extremes; but, after all, the
correfpondence of the unhappy is feldom pleafing
to thofe who are in profperity : and yet, Madam,
there are duties with which one ought not to dif-
penfe; and it is to acquit myfelf of them that I
now aflure you, that no one can be with more e-
fteem and refpeét than [ am,
Your faithful and affe@ionate fervant, .
l. B'

LETTER XXXVL

A letter from a fervant in London to his mafler im
. ‘ the country.
~S1R,
AS I find you are detained longer in the coune

try than you expeded, I thought it my duty
to acquaint you that we are all well at home; and
to affure you that your bufinefs thall be carricd on
with the famre care and fidelity as if you were per-
fonally prefent.  We all wifh for your return as
foon as your affairs will permit; and it is with
pleafure that I take this opportunity of fubfcribing

“myfelf, |
SIR,

Your moft obedient and faithful fervant,
- Sam. Frusty,

LETTER XXXVIL

From a father to kis fon, juft beginning the world,
"' Dear Billy, -

AS you are now beginning life, as it were, and
will probably hav; confiderable dealingy we
2
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your bufidefs, the fréqtient oecafions you will havé
' for advice from others will make you defiretts of
“fingling out amongft your moft intiniate acqubin.
tance one or'two .whom you would view in the
light of friends, - . . T -

In the choice of thefe, your utmoft care and
cantion Wwill beneceflary 3’ for, by a miftake hergy
you can fcarcely conceive the fatal effeits you'mayp
hereéafter experience.. Wherefore, it will be pro-
per for you to make a judgment of thofe who are
fit to be your advifers, by the condué they have
ebferved in their own dffairs,. and the reputation
they bear in the world: For he who has, by his
own indifcretions, undoné himfelf, is much fitter
to be fet up as a landmark for a prudent mariner
to fbun his courfes than an example to follow.

Old age is generally flow and heavy, youth
héadftrong and precipitate 5 but there are old men
who are full of vivacity, and young men repléte
with difcretion ; which makes me rather point oug
the condu& than the age of the perfons with whomy
you fhould chufe to affociate; though, after ally
it is a never-failing good fign to me of prudence
and virtue, in a.young man when his feniors chufe
his company, and he delights in theirs.

" Let your endeavours therefore be, at all agven-.-
tures, to coufort yourfelf with men of fobriety,
good fenfe, and virtue; for the proverb is an un-
" erring one that fays, ¢ A man i1s known by the
¢ company he keeps.” If fuch men you can fin-
gle out, while you improve by their converfation,,
you will benefic by their advicé; and be fure to
remember one thing, that, though you muft be
frank and unreferved in delivering your fentiments.
when occafions offer, yet that you be much rea-
dier to hear than fpeak ; for to this purpofé it bas
been figunificantly obferved, that Nature has given
2 wun two cars _and but one tongue. Lay im,
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therefore, by obfervation, and a modeft filence,
fuch a ftore of ideas, that you may, attheir time
of life, make no worfe figure than they do; and*,
endeavour to benefit yourfelf rather by other peo-
ple’s ills than your own. How muft thefe young
men expofe themfelves to the contempt and ridi-
cule of their feniors, who, having feen little or
nothing of the world, are continually fhutting out,
by open mouth -and clofed ears, all poffibility of
in{tru@ion, - and making vain the principal end
of converfation, which is improvement? A fiv
lent young man makes generally a wife old one,
and never fails of being refpeéted by the beft and
moft prudent men. When, therefore; you come
among ftrangers, hear every one fpeak before you'
deliver your own fentiments; by this means you
wiil judge of the merit and capacities of your com-
pany, and avoid expofing yourfelf, as I have known
many do, by fhooting out hafty and inconfiderate
bolts, which they would have been glad to recall,
wheén, perhaps, a filent genius in company has
burft out upon them with fuch obfervations as bave
ftruck conicioufnefs. and fhame into the forward
fpeaker, -if He has not been quite: infenfible of ins
ward reproach.. _ ’

I have thrown together, as they occurred, a few
thoughts,. which- may fuffice for the- prefent, to
fhow iny care and concern for your welfare. I
Hope you will cenftantly, from time to time, com-
municate to me whatever you may think worthy
of my notice; or in which my advice may be of
ufe to you; for I have no pleafure in this life e-
qual to that which. the happinefs of-my children
gives me. And of this you may be aflured ; for
Lam, and ever muft be, : .

i Your affetionate father,
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LETTER XXXVIIIL

.. To an intintate acquaintance, to borrow money.

PRAY favour me, Charles, with twenty -guineas
*. by the bearer, who is my fervant. Ibave im-
nrediate occafién; but will repay it again when-
ever.you pleafe to mike a demand. This letter
will anfwer all the-purpofes of a note from your
obliged humble fervant,

Ricaaro Rorr.

" LETTER XXXIX.

%o an acquaintance, to dorrow a fum of Moﬁ}] for
‘ : a little time. -~ -

Dear Sir, _ ,
IF it be quite convenient and agreeable to you,
= I’ll beg the favour of you to lend nie fifty pounds
for the fpace of three months precifely: any, fecu-
rity that you fhall require and I can give, you
may freely alk. A lefs time would not fuit me;
a longer, you may depend on it, I fhall not defire.

Your anfwer will oblige, Sir, ’

. Your very humble fervant,

Joan Rominsox.

 LETTER XL
. An anfwer to the foregofng.

Dear Sir,

'-"""’ANY thing in my power is always very much
at your fervice; the fum you mention I have
now by me, and can very conveniently fpare it
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for ‘the tilme you fix, and you are 'moft heartily
welcome to it. Amy hour that you fhall appoint
to-morrow I’ll be ready ; and am, with the great.
eft fincerity,

Your affedtionate friend
-and humble fervant,
Caarres NugenT,

LETTER XLL

Mifs F- , in anfwer to Mrs. y making

an apology for net- anfwering her letter fooner.
_ Madam,

T 1is paying you'but an ill compliment to et one
- of the moft entertaining letters I bave met with
for fome years remain fo long unacknowledged.
Bur when [ inform you, I have had a houfe full of
ftrangers almoft ever fince, who have tgken up all
my time, I'm fure you’ll excufe if not pity me.,
¢ Who fteals my purfe fteals trath; it was mine,
$¢ "tis hisy and has been a flave to thoufands; but
¢ he who filches from. me my precious moments,
* robs me of that which not eariches him, but
# makes me poor indeed !”’ It is owing to this
‘want, I fhould not fay lofs, of time, (for the hours
have not paffed by unimproved or unintertaining,)
that I have not been able to tell you fooner how
much I envy that leifure and retirement of which
you make fuch admirable ufe; there it is the mind
unbends and enlarges itfelf ; drops off the forms
and incumbrances of this worid, (which, like gar.
aments trailed about for {late, as fome author has
‘it, only hinder our motion,) and feizes and enjoys
the liberty it was born to. O when fhall I fec my
Jittle farm ! that' ealm recefs, low in the vale of
-obfcurity, my imagination fo often paints w0 wmel

-
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You.know T’m always in raptures about the. coune
try ; but your defcription of Richmond is enough:
to intoxicate the foundeft head.
Adieu! [ am iterruptéd, and in hafte, fo obli-
ged to conclude. L
~ Your’s, &a.

LETTER XLIL
Mifs 7 to Mﬁ Lovelace, on the prefent letter-

- writers, and her opinion of & well-wrote letter..

ANT of time is, I think, the general com-

plaiht of all letter-writers; and, your’s in
hafte concludes wit, bufinefs, every thing. For:
my own part, my whole life is little more thana.
perpetual hurry of doing nothing; and I think I
never had more bufinefs of that fort upon myg
hands than iow. But as I can generally {ﬁ::l times
to do any thing I have a-mind to do, fo canalways.
eontrive to be at leifure to pay my refpeds to:
Mifs L.. - e o

But - the moft univerfal complaint among fcribs
Iers of my rank is want of fente, Thefe generally
begin with an apology for their long filence, and
end with that moving petition, Excufe this none
fenfe. This is modelt, indeed ; but though I am.
exceflive good-natured, I am refolved for the tu-
ture not to parden it entirely in any one but
myfelf. :

I have often thought tliere never was a letter
wrote well but what was wrote eafily;. and if I
had not feme private reafons for being of a cons -
trary opinion at this time, fFould conclude this to
be a mafterpiece of the kind, both in ealinefs of
- thought and faeility of expreffion. And in this.
eafinefs of writing (whith Mr. Wycherly fays, is
cafi.y wrote) methinks [ excel even Mr, Pope him-
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felf, who is often too elaborate and ornamental,
even in fome of his beft letters ; though, it muft
be confeffed, he outdoes me in fome few trifles of
another fort, fuch as fpirit, taite, and fenfe. But
let me tell Mr. Pope, that letters, like beautiesy
may be over-dreft. There is .a becoming neglis
gence in both ; and if Mr. Pope could enly con-
trive to write without a genius, I don’t know any
one fo likely to hit off my manner as himfelf. Bue
he infifts upon it, that ‘genius is as neceflary to~
wards writing as firaw towards making brickse
whereas it is notorious, that the "Ifraelites made
bricks without that material as well as with.

-The conclufion of the whole matter is this, I
never had more inclination to write to you, and
never fewer materials at hand to write with; thered
foré have fled for refuge to my old companion,
Dulnefs, who is ever at hand to affift me; and
bave made ufe of all thofe genuine expreflions of
herfelf, which are included under the notion of
waat of time, want of fpirit, and, in fhort, want
-of every thing, but the moft unféigned regard fog
that lady, whofe moft devoted

_ I remain, &c.

LETTER XLIIL

To Mifs L——— in _anfwer to her defeription of
Windfer,

YOUR account of the fhades of Windfor, and
4. your invitation to them; ake equally pleafing
and pcetical. The fifft puts me in mind of the
Elyfian groves, where the great fouls of antiqui.
ty repofe themfelves on beds of flowers to the
fourd of immortal lyres; and there, perbaps, the
ghofls of departed kings and queens are ftill re-
galing :themfelves with foft mufic, and gliding,
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about their ancient manfions in frefco ; and the Jat=
ter, of {fome gentle fpirit, the departed genius of
fome maid of honour, (rather too plump for a
ghoft,) who beckons me into them. I am impa-
tient -till I land in thefe calin retreats, that afylum
from curtfying and compliment which I defpaired
of arriving at in:this fublunary ftate; where, if
one can but get into the group, all diftin¢tion cea«
fes; where you fay. I may do any thing I have 2
mind to do without impeachmen: of my breeding ;
and where, difengaged from all the forms and in~
cumbrances of this nether world, I am like to be
in perfett good humour with myfelf, which-in moft
‘other places would be reckoned exceffively rude.
. Lictle did I expe& to meer with you fo near the
feat of polite education, much lefs in king’s palaces,
and among their honourable women.—Tuefday,
then, I fet out fer the glorious land, and the ge-
nius that prefides-over it, if nothing very amazing
intervenes. Many are my thanks for your offer.
of a fervant to meet me; but as I chufe to give
you as little trouble as poffible, fhall take an equi-
K’age along with ine, to kill the dragons and mon+
ers in Maidenhead thicket. Thefe difficulties be-
ing overcome, I fhall lay my fpoils at your feet,
as Lady of the inchanted caftle, and ever after
remain,

N

Your peaceful fervant, &c.
LETTER XLIV.

Mifs F—to Mifs L—, from an inn on the road,
giving an‘account of her journey, "

LAS! the tranfition !—from yefterdsy, -Hen-
rietta-fireet, Mrs. L—, and Mrs.—, to a
nafty inn, the officious Mrs. Mary, damp (heets,,
and, perhaps, the itch before morning, - Yet fay
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not I want refolution ; never virtue bhad more,
Sick to death from the moment you left me, head-
ach beyond defcription, five men and two women
to compliment my way through in the afternoon;
yet boldly rufhed throngh them all, and took my
lace in the ftage-coach myfelf. After all, loft
lee fhillings earneft by a blunder, wentin a wron
coach -at laft, and. fuch a morning !—But then
had a worthipful fociety ! all filent and fick as my-
felf ; for which I thanked my ftars; for if they
had fpoke I had betn murdered. Mrs. had
almoft talked me into nonexiftence yefterday morn-
ing: and I had been totally annihilated, if you
"had not come in and refiored me to my identity.
Pray tell her this in revenge for my head-ach. -
* All ovur friends that we took up in the morning
we dropt gradually one by one, as we do when
we fet out upon the journey of life; and now I
have only a young ftudent of Oxford to finifh the
evening of my day with, and prepare for the grand
events of to morrow. I have juft been eating a .
boiled chicken with him, and talking about 15 -
mer ind Madam Roland; and am now retirin
with Mrs. Mary to my bedchamber, whom I fhal
difmifs with her warming-pan in a moment. If
you do not permit me to pour out the prefent fet
.of ideas upon all this paper 1 am inconfolable ; for
I have no book, and was too abfent till now to
think 1 fhould want one. How fudden, and
how capricious, are the tranf{itions of ‘this mortal
ftage ! Pleafure and pain are parted but by a fina
gle moment. Windfor, Fern-hill; Brook-fireet,
and your grey gown, are no more; nor with Mr.
Locke’s aflociations can I aflociate a fingle idea of
the paft with the Krefent. Even i ady— défuné.
And yet fhe might.—But fhe is no mwore; et de
ortuis nil nifi bonum.

3
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While virtpe fhines, or fink< beneath———wm

This effort of poetry, and that fcrap of Latin
which I don’t underftand, has fo cxlraulged all my
forces, that I find myfelf gradually finking inro
the arms, of Sleep, and muft now refign to the

- gentle power of dreams.

* You te your ewn Aquinam hhall.repair,
- To tafte s.mouthfal of fweet country ajrs
Be mindful of your friend, and fend me word,
What joys your fountains and cool ftreams afford;
- “Then to .dY.a your rhapfodies I'l! come,
And sdd new fpirit when we fpeak of Rome.

Farewell—and when like me opprefi’d with care, }

- JuvexaAL,

LETTE®R XLV.

o Mifs L.on the expreffions and compliments com-
monly made ufz-of in letters. . -

HE money and books came -found as a roach.
* Safe is fo common an expreflion -that I am
tired of telling people.for ever things come fafe.
We geniufes are forced to vary our expreffions,
and invent new terins, as well to thow aqur furgria

of
language. This fometimes appears {tiff and affec-
ted to the common clafs of readers, or hearers,
who are apt to be out of their element upon hear.
ing any new or unufual {ounds ; but our nicer ears
cannot always bear the fame cadences. There’s
fomething peculiar in the make and {tru@ure of
the auditory nerve that requires diverfification
and variety, as well as fome fkill in the anatomy
of language, to make an impretfion gn it.without
wounding it, It is for this reafon, when I afk a
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favour, (a thing I feldom chufe to do) I always fe-
Je& the moft delicate phrafes I am miftrefs of ; but
in regard to forms, which moft people are fick of,
and yet forfeit their friends with, thefe 1 vary ac-
cording as my own humour or inclination prepon-
derates. Cf confequence, when I come towards
the end or peroration of a letter, I fometimes com-
municate my compliments—(ometimes defire they
may be mxde known—or where there is a large
. family, and of confequence a number of civilities
to be paid, the laconic. {tyle of—— My deferences
as ufpal; has fometimes fucceeded beyond my ex-
pettations. I am fick of faying for ever,.I beg
my' compliments to fuch a one.—But, as I propofe
foon to give your Ladyfhip a particular differta-
tion upon ftyle, and as I havé many flowers of
rhetoric yet inexhaufted, I{hall wind up the words
above mentioned into.the form of a letter, and

communicate all the things I have to fay in the
poftfcript.

LETTER XLVL

From Diifs Jenes to Ladye——s

THE firft letter from an abfent friend is furcly
the moft agreeable thing to mufe over in na-
ture. Your's from Hatfield revived in me thofe
plealing remembrances which not only enliven but
-expand-the heart; that very heart, which, but the
.moment before, felt itfelf mightily fhrunk and con-
-trated at the thoughts of your departure. Lady
H..Beauclerk partook of the pleature. The mo-
ment fhe faw your hand fhe cried Half !—ard read
it moft complacently over my fhoulder.

It is to no purpofe to tell you how much you
were mifled by every body that {taid in town 5 how
often I caft niy eyes up at your drefling;roomwin,

G :
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dows, or how many people have run over in
“contemplating your dining-room fhutters. AltI
have to beg of you is, to write to me very often,
to be min:l%ul of your health, and to order John,
. when I go to town again, to'tie up that knocker.
1 could tell you many ftories of the fenfible things;
but of all the infenfible ones upon this occafion,
your lamp provoked me the moft. To fee that
‘creature, when I have gone by in the evening,
burn fo prettily, and with fo much alacrity, has
put me out of all patience. To what purpofe
fhould he light us into your houfe now ? or who
would be obliged to him for his paltry rays?—
I took a contemplative turn or two in your dref-
fing-room once or twice: but it was fo like walk-
ing over your grave, that I could not bear to ftay.
_—Lady H. departed two days after you; and, in
- thort,. I lived to fee almoft every body I loved go
before me. So laft Saturday I made my own ex-
it, with equal decency and dignity ; that is, with
a thorough refignation of the world 1 left, and an
earneft defire after that I am now enjoying with
Lady Bowyer and Mifs Peggy Stonehoufe. 1 fhall
begin verging towards my laft home after having
J‘fﬁ touched upon the confines of Lady H. B’s
“world, there to fubfide and be at peace, where I
- fhall have nothing farther to hope for but to mee
with a letter from you. :
1 have implored St. Swithen in your behalf ; but
he either not hears me, or, to pay you a greater
compliment, weeps plentifully for your abfence.
1 fear you have had a terrible journey; for fcarce
a day has paffed that he has not fhed many tears.
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LETTER XLVIL

From a.tradefman to a correfpondent, requefling the
payment of a fum of money.

SIR, . .

A VERY unexpeited demahd that has been
£1 made on me for money, which 1 was in hopes
of keeping longer in my trade, obliges mie to ap-
gly for your affiftance of the balance of the account
etween us, or as much of it as you can fpare.

* When I bave an opportunity to inform you of the
nature of this demand, and the neceflity of my
difcharging it, you will readily excufe the freedomn
I now take with you; and, as it is an affair of
fuch confequence to my family, I know the friend-
:.hi you bear me will induce you to ferve me ef. -

ally. ,
I'am, Sir, your moft obedient fervant,

TiMoTay Jontzs,

LETTER XLVIL

The anfiwer.

SIR,
I T gives me fingular fatisfaction that I have i¢
in my power to anfwer your demand, and am
able to ferve a man I fo much efteem. The balance
of the account is two hundred pounds ; for half of
. .which I have procured a bank note, and for fecu-
rity divided it, and fent one half by the carrier,
as you defired, and ha\ée here inclafed the other,
. 2 N
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1 wifh you may furmount this and every other dif-
ficulty that lyes in the:road to bappinefs; and am,
Your’s ﬁn;:erely,
Ricaarp Tomxius.

LETTER XLIX.

o a lady, inviting her into the country for the .
. - Summer,
. - My dear Harriot,
I DO not know' whether I flatter myfelf with an
opinion of your {peaking to me the other day
with an uneommion air of friendfhip, or whether I
‘am fo hag y to hold that place, of which1 fhould
be fo ambitious, in your’ efteem. I thought you
fpbké withconcern at vur partingfor' the fummer,
on our family’s retiring into the country. Fe
Heaven’s fake, my dear, what can youd'do’ all the
dull ‘feafon 'in Liondon ?~——Vauxhall is not for
more than twice; and I think Ranelagh one would
not fée above half a dozen times in the year,
What is it, then, you find to entertiin you in an
empty town for faur or five months together? I
would fain perfuade yen not to be in love with fo
difagreeable a place, and I have an intefelt in it;
for'{ am a petitioner to you'to ftay this fommmer
with us, at leaf}’] beg you will try. We go;' mly
dear, on Monday ; will yon go with us, for thets
is a place in the coach; or will you come when
. you are Tettled? 1 am greatly of opinion that it
_ will pleafe you. I am fure I need not tell you,
-we -fhall do all we can to render it agreeable, or -
that you. will make us very happy in complying
with the invitation.
You bhave got feen our houfe; but it is a very
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pleafant one. There are fine profpe@s from the
park, and a river runs through the garden; nor
are we quite out of the way of entértainment. You
know thepe is a great deal of company about the
place; and we have an affembly within a mile of
‘'us. What fhall I fay elfe to tempt you to come ?
Why, I will tell you, that you will make us all
the happieft people in the world; and that when
ou are tire(r you thall not be teazed to ftay. Dear
arriqt, think of it; you willeconfer an obliga-

tion on her, who is, with the trueft refpedt,
Your affetionate friend.

LETTER L. e
Joa )ady, inviting ber to a party of pleafure.

Dear Madam,

PEOPLE‘ are interefted who invite you to be
of their parties, becaufeyou are fure to make
them happy. This is the reafon why you will
not, perhaps, always comply when 'you are atked
. to be of them ; but it is certainly a caufe of your
being folicited oftener than any woman in the
world. ~ After you was gone yefterday, Mr. Bo-
hun propofed an expedition to Richmond for to-
morrow, and he requefted me (for he thought he *
had no title to fuch a liberty himfelf) to tell you,
that we all underftood you to be of the party, tho’
you ha%pened to be out of the way when it was
propofed.

I hope you are not engaged ; .the weather pro-
mifes to be favourable, and your company you
know how we value. I need not tell you, that we
fhall fuppofe it matter of form if you are abfent;
wi.at we fhall think-of it if you go with us you
will know, when you remember what every ‘wody

) G 3 .
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thinks who has thé pleafure of your comipany. I

beg you will not invent an excufe, buit let us det
end on you. ‘I am, with the greateft fincerity,

dear Madam,

o " Your moft obedient humble fervant.

SRR .
.0~ . ‘LETTER LL

- Ta. an: acquaintance, ‘to borrow a fum of money.
.. Dear Sir, . .

IF you have fifty guineas, which you can, with-
out any inconvenieney, f{pare for about fix

months, I fhall be greatly obliged to you to lend

them to me for. fo long. - D ’

I have been difappointed, and prefled for money
at the fame time. It is an unlucky, but not™ an
ancommon, circum{tance. You will believe me,
that I would not afk this of you, if 1 were not
certain to give it you back ; but if it be the lea
inconvenience to fpare the money at all, or to be
fo long without it, pray refufe me.

1 am, dear Sir, )
Yaur’s with the greateft fincerity.

_LETTER LIL

From.a young perfin in trade to a wholefale dealer,
w}){ kad fuddenly made a demand on bim. 7

SIR,

Y OUR demand coming véry unexpettedly,
muft confefs I am not prepared to anfwer it.

I know the ftated credit in this article ufed to be
.only four months; but as it has been a cuftom to
allow'a thoderate time beyond this, and as this is
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oty the day of the old time, I had not yet prepas
red myfelf. . Sir, I beg you will not fuf)po!l’e"n??;
any deficiensy more than for the prefent, that oc-
cafions my defiring a little time of you; and I{hall
not atk any more than is ufual among the trade.
If ybu will be pleafed to let your fervant call for
one half of the fum this day. three weeks, and the
remainder-a fortnight afterwards, it fhall be rea~
dy. However, in the mean time, I beg of you
not to ‘let any word {lip of this, becaufe a very
little hurts a young beginuer. Sir, you may take
my word with the greateft fafety, that I will pay
you- d@s: I have mentioneds and if you have any
. particular caufe for infilting upon it fooner, be

pleafed to let me know that I muft pay it, and I
will endeavour to borrow the money ; for if I
want credit with you, 1 cannot fuppofe that I have
loft it with all the world, not knowing what it is
that can have given you thefe diftruftful thoughts
<concerning

Your humble fervant.

LETTER LIL
The wholefale dealer’s anfwer.

s I B’":

I AM very forry to prefs you; but if I had net
reafon, I fhould not have called upon you. It
is not out of any difrefpect to you that I have
made the demand, but we have fo many lofles that
-it is fit we -fhould take care. However, there is
fo much feemiing franknefs and fincerity jn your
letter, that I fhall defire leave firft to alk you,
wligther you have any dealings with an ufurer in
Breadftreet, and, if you pleafe; what ishis name
Until you bave given me the fatisfa@ion on e
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head, I fhall not any farther urge the demand I
have made upon you; but, as this may be done at
ence, I defire your anfwer by the bearer, whom
you well know; for he was, as he informs me,
wery lately your fervant.
~ 1 affure you, Sir, it is in confideration of the
great opinion I have of - your honour that I refer
the demand 1 have made.to this queftion; for it is
‘not cuftomary, and is fuppofed not to be fair or
prudent, to mention our reafons. on thefe occa-
- fions, 'If this is cleared up to me, Sir, as 1 wifh,
but I fear it cannot be, I fhall make no fcruple of
the time you mention. I beg your anfwer with-
out delay, and am fincerely,
Your friend and wellwifber.

LETTER LIV.

From a ybmg perfon juft out of his apprentice/bip
_to a relation, requefting him to lend him a fum
- of moncy. :

- SIR,

I CAN remember nothing but kindnefs from you
to our unbappy family ever fince my infancy ;
and I flatter my;':alf that I have not been guilty of
any thing that ought to exclude me in. particular
from your favour, provided you retain the fame
kind thoughts towards me. I niay be miftaken in
- what I imagine further, that I have always thought
you had no fmall band in putting me out; for I
think my father ceuld not have commanded fuch a
fum of money without the afliftance of fome gene-
rous friend, and [ can think of none but you. If
-this be the cafe, Sir, 1 may be the more athamed
to write to you upon the prefent occafion, fince
4t’fs ingratitude to make ong beaefit the caufe of
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afking others. But I will venture to fay in my
own favour, that I think my behaviour in the time
I bave been with iny mafter will not make againft
me in the application. If I afk what to you fhall
feem improper, all that I farcher requett is, to be
pardoned. '
. Sir, 1have at prefent before me the profpe& of
being: a journeyman for a fmall falary and juft get-
ting bread, and that of being a mafter in one of
. the'moft advantageous trades that can be thought
of : and this is the time cf fixing myfelf in one fi-
tuation or the other. I am fenfible, Sir, you will
fe¢ the defign of this letter, becaufe the becomin
a mafter cannot be done without money, and I
haveno where to apply for fuch an affiftance but
to your favour. A moderate fum, Sir, will an*
fwer’ the purpofe; and I think I am fo well -ac-
quainted with the trade as to be foon able to re-
Pay it; at leaft, I am fure T can take care thac the
value of it fhall be always kept in {tock, fo that
there ‘can be no rifk to lofe any part of it. I have
made the computation, and with' 1001, carefully
laid out, T can make all the fhow that is necefliry,"
and have all conveniencies about'mne. If you will
be fo generous, Sir, to complete the goodnefs you
have already begun, by lending me this fum, there
is nothing fhall tempt’ me to endanger your lofing
any part'of it; nor fhall any thing ever make me
forget the obligation.

I am, Sir, your moft obliged, and

moft obedient humble fervant,
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LETTER LV.

To a mother, to thank her for her éare and tender.

- nefs.
. Hononred Madam,

I HAVE written twice to my brother, and not
doubting but that he would inform you of my
being well, I have taken the liberty to omit wri-
ting to you. I beg yeu will be pleafed to hear the
reafons that weighed with me againft a Very ear-
neft inclination, that, whether you tell I was
right or not, you may acquit me of the charge of
di%obedience, or want of refpec as well as grati~
tude.

The pain with which I faw you parted from me
on the road has made an impreflion upon my heart
which time will never wear out; and I bope, as
it will always keep in my remembrance your ten-
dernefs as well as care for me, that, befides the
natural right all your commands have to obedience

from me, I fhall, on another principle, avoid eve.

ry thing that is wrong, left it fhould give you dife

uiet. ~
q'I ftiould be unnatural and unpardonable not to
have the moft fincere regard for the peace of your
mind, and for its compofure. God prevent that I
* fhould do any thing that fhould affect the firft; and
-1 fhall hope my true concern will guard me againft
every thing that might difturb the latter. Indeed,
Madam, the care of this prevented my writing; I
feared, that a letter from me, be the contents ever
fo indifferent, might recall my remembrance too
fully before you, and that the fame pain might at-
tend it as did your parting with me. This was
the enly reafon for my not writing before; and,

in the moft fincere truth, I have done violence to "

~

s
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myfelf in omitting that teltimony of my duty and
refped.

s to occafions of writing, I have yet none,
more than to tell you that I do not forget to whom
1 owe my attention ; and to fay how great an hap-

" pinefs it’ will be to me to receive your farther
thoughts as to things that are about me. I have
et entered into no acquaintance with them, be-
ing determined, fo far as my youth and fcanty
judgment may allow of it, to confider them before
I mix myfelf among them : for this purpofe I have
hitherto kept within the houfe, where, partly
from the converfation of my relations, and partly
from that of other perfons of their acquaintance
‘who vifit them, and fome of whom are perfons of
very refpetable talents, I fettle in myfelf fome
chara&er of the feveral perfons I am likely to meet
with, and of the occurrences which may fall in
my way ; but of all this, baving not yet eftablith-
ed within myfelf any firm opinion, I fhall take the
freedom to write to you.
The greateft fubjects of my confideration, Ma-
<dam, are the inftructions and the cautions you
ave me thefe will never be out of my remem-
-brance; and although, perhaps, the tendernefs of
the parent, or the fears of the mother, may have
reprefented fome of thefe in ftronger lights than
they are ordinarily feen, yet when 1 compare them
with the obfervations I have yet had opportuni-
ties of making, I find them alwoft perfedly juft,
and all very neceflary. .
No perfon, T am fure, ever had the happinefs-
of a more affe@tionate mother ; and I am fully per-
fuaded, that the great experience you have had
of the world will render you, more than moft peo-
ple, able to judge of the courfe of things. I think
- #ta great happinefs that fo excellent an advifer ic
- fo much concerned in my weliare  and \ do ypro-

~
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mife you, Madam, in the moft fincere manner,
that I will always prefer, to all other confidera-
tions in the world, the admonitions which you
fhall be pleafed to give me. I fhall alfo look upon
ayfelf as accountable for the leaft-article of my
conduét: to  you, as well as. to God and my own
heart ; and. it will fcarce be a greater obligation
upon-me to do in every thing as I gught, that the
eye of that all-feeing Judge is upon me, than that
any .wrong {tep in my behaviour will,, befides
throwing myfelf: into difficulties, .make you un-
y. , .
ou cannot know, Madam, how much, and how
gratefully, I think of your care in placing me
where I now am; where, snder the eye of a good
and prudent perfcn, I have an opportunity to.con-
* fider of my future condu®, and to fee things be-
fore I am placed among them, and to comfider this
- great warld before I may be faid to make a part
- of it. I.fee it as a terrible as well as a profitable
fcene of altion: I have already fet down many
-things, which I fhall avoid like death, and which
_I thould eife, perhaps, have talien into-heedlefsly :
I hope my future -experience will fhpw- me many
more Indeed, on the little that I fee at prefent,
-Y cahnot wonder that of the youth, who, at my
-unthinking and rath time of lfe are let loofe into
rthe danger, and uever confider it till they.are in
the midit of it, if they. ever confider it at all, the
Ereater part are ruined. .1 liope I fhall profit even

y their misfortunes; but whatfoever advantages
I have over tlie rett of the young men I meet with-
al, I{hall always remember, with a due gratitude,
"that I owe them to you. : :

I pray daily .that you may continue in all re-
fpetts happy.- You will let my brother know, Ma-
:dam, that. I fhall endeavour to think of all things
as 4e would have me, Xe has.taught.me. zq. write
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long letters; but if it be not tedious to you, I
cannot think the time it has taken me could be
more worthily employed; nor can I account that
a trouble, which, befides that it is a duty and a
fatisfadtion to myfelf, will’ give you pleafure, I
-am, Honoured Madam,
s With all duty and affelion,
Your obedient fon.

LETTER LVL
* From a mother to a fon, -in anfwer to the former.,

. Dear Child,

_I HAVE this moment read your letter, and I am
< fetydown to write to you. Where correfpond-
ing is a trouble, people may defer it to the lateft
hour ; but why fhouid I deny myfelf a moment the
plealure of converfing with you ? My dear, con-

" tinue in- the thoughts you have at prefent, and
you will add all that can be now thrown into the
portion of my happinefs, I interrupt myfelf, by
cafting my eye over and over upon your letter,
and the fulnefs of my heart prevents my inform-
ing you of its fenfations. 1f you fhould fee more
blots than this, which is juft now made in my wri-
ting, do not wonder, or be uneafy. I will not
diffemble to you that they are made by tears ; but,
deareft {on, thefe are tears that flow from tranf-
port, which has no other expreffion. Sure no

. motHer was ever happier in her children. Your

brother is efteemed, nay, he is almoft adored by
every body. Your fifter is fettled to an advan-
tage that was beyond my utmoft expeétations ; and
yet fbe is fo good a woman, that her hufband thinks
himfelf under everlafting obligations.  You, my
dear Jack, were my ontlfy care; snd 1l mete
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fear for you than all; as' the youngeft, that is,
“child, as the late(t remembrance-of your honour-
“ed father, you had a’larger fhare of my tendernefs
‘than either, and you was déftined to a fcene of
‘the greatelt danger. Heaven alone can tell what
have been my anxieties and fears about you, and
how continual my prayers for your {ecurity. They
are all granted; and inftead of being, as I feared
you would, an occafion of continual ilarm to me,
you are adding more than any of them to my con-
tentment. I know your good heart, and I can
fee what a joy it is to yowto perceive you make
me happy : in fuch a mind as your’s there can be
warniting no other motive to be good befides the
excellence of virtue; but I am fure, that if this
were not fufficient, the very thought that your
mother’s peace depended upon your conduét would
keep you in the way of goudnefs,
" My dear child, regard your brother ; no perfon
" is fo able to advife you, and he loves you with
more than the common "affe@ion of the relation;
he adinires your good fenfe. and he efteems your
principles. Dear fon, think what an honour it is
to have the ecfteem of fo excellent a man; think
what a happinefs it is to have o finea charader
‘at fo tender an age as your’s; and as you fhow
me how much my fatisfaction is an object of your
concern, remember what a tranfport it muft be to
‘me to hear of you fo favourably.
" I fhall not repeat to you, iny dear, the cautions
which T gave you, for I fee you will not need to
be put again in remembrance : only reverence
truth, be acquainted with no' one till you know
that he deferves it, and avoid bad women.
If it can give you fatisfa&tion, and 1 am fure it
will do fo, to hear that every thought of your
Jheart has my perfe@ approbation, you hear it tru-
2y ; buc although there is not any the leaft part of
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your condu& that does not give me pleafure, there
is, although you will be furprifed to beur it, fome-
thing in your brother’s, with refpe& to you that
gives me pain. He told me of your aking his ad-
vice upon an inconfiderable fubje&, and his giving
it to you rather-hone(tly than elegantly. Dear
child, take care of your heart, aid you may be
lefs uneafy aboutyour expreflions: let your thoughts
be good, and never be uneafy about the words you
put_them in. The books recommended to you
may be good for nothing, but you have no occa-
fion for any ; nor is it a pin marter in the affairs
of life, whether you put every word where it
fhould be. But this is all a trifle; nor fhall 1 pre-
tend te enter into the matter; if it be worth any
counfideration, he is the beft judge, fo pray mind
him ; but what I fpeak of is t)lle manuer in which
he fays he wrote of your coufin.

My dear, always refped your elders, and do.
not let any little fchoolboy’s leffon put you above.
them in your own opinion, becaufe they have for-
gottcn it ; nor becaufe your coufin is a plain man,.

o you fuppofe he is lefs capable to advife you.
He is a perfon of undoubted probity and upright-
nefs of heart, and that is worth all the Greek and
Latin of Weftminfter and Eaton : he has made his
way to a plentiful fortune, and he has the refpe&
and efteem of all that he ever was concerned with.
Would you wifh for a better charadter or better
fortune ! God fend you may condu® yourfelf thro’

- the world juft as he has done ! I, that would weary
heaven with prayers for you, wifh you nothing
better. I do not pretend to fay your brother is
wrong in his judgment about this matter, for 1 do
not underftand the nature of it; all that I know
is, you will never write a letter that will pleafe
me more than this you have fent already ; and L
think, had I been in b’s place, T would not e

Ha .
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put any thing into your mind upon an occafion of
fuch little confequence, that fhould have abated
‘your regacd for a perfon whofe advice will be of
feryice to you. But I know you will not do fo.
Preferve, 1 defire you, that refpeét for him which
his years, and his integrity, and his fuccefs in the
world, require: and whatfoever you may think
about this trifle, do not let it leflen your efteemn
for one whom your mother recommends to you.

My dear, I have faid the more uvpon this fub.
. je&, becaufe it feems the only one on which you
are in danger to err; and I have thought it the
. ‘more neceflary to fay fo, becaufe the regard I de-
fired you to pay to your brother might have rer-
dered it a kind of duty to go into. his error : Thave
ﬁoke to him about it, and he defires me to fay

at he is perfe@ly of my opinion.

Farewell, my dearef} boy; you have a very
eafy talk before you; feeing you are already fo
good, that you need only go on in the fame path
" to make all that love you happy.

Your aﬂ'e&ionate'mother.
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LeTTERSs of Courtfhip and Marriagc..

LETTER L

From a young perfin in bufinefs to a gentleman, de-
firing leave to wait on bis daughter.

s IR,

HOPE the juftnefs of my intentions will excufe
~ the freedom of this letter, whereby I am to

acquaint you of the'affetion and efteem I have for

our daughter. I would nat, Sir; offer at any:
- indireé addrefs, that fhould have the leaft appear-

ance of inconfiftency with her duty to you, and
my honourable views to her ; chufing, by your in-

fluencé, if I may approve myfelf to you werthy of
‘that honour, to commend myfelf to her approba-

tion. You are not infenfible, Sir, by the credit.
I have hitherto .preferved in the world, of my a-

bility, by God’s blefling, to make her happy; and

this the rather emboldens me to requeft the favour”
of an evening’s converfation with you, at your
“firlt convenience, when I will more fully explain

myfelf, as 1 earnefily hope, to your fatisfaction,

and take my encouragement or dilcounragpment

-
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from your own mouth. I am, Sir, in the mean

time, with great refped,
- Your moft obedient humble fervant.

LETTER IL

From a young lady to ber father, acquainting him:
with a propofal of marriage made to her..

Honoured Sir,

AS young Mr. Lovewell, whofe father, I am:
- fenfible, is one of your intimate acquaintance,
has, during your abfence in the country, made an
open declaration of his paffion for me, and prefled
me clofely to comply with his overtures of mare.
riage, I thought it my duty to decline.all offers
of that nature, however advantageous they might
feem to be, . till I had your thoughts on fo-import-
ant an affair, and am abfolutely determined either
to difcourage his addreffes, or keep him at-leaft in
fufpence, till your return; as 1 fhall be directed
. by your fuperior judgment. I’ beg leave, hows
ever, with due fubmiflion, to acquaint you of the
idea I have entertained of him, and I hope I am.
‘not too blind, er partial, in his favour. He f{eems
to me to be perfectly honourable in his intentions,
and to be no ways inferior to any gentleman of
my acquaintance hitherto, in regard to good fenfe
or good manners.—I frankly -own, Sir, 1 could
admit of his addreffes with pleafure, were they at-
tended with your confent and approbation. Be
affured, however, that I am not fo far engaged as
to act with precipitation, or comply with any of-
fers inconfiftent with that filial duty which, in
gratitude to your paternal indulgence, I fhall ever
owe you. Yyom' ljr;eedy inftru@ion therefore; in.
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' of momentous an article, will prove the greateft
fatisfaction imaginable to, .
' '~ Honoured Sir,
Your moft dutiful daughter.

LETTER HL

From a daughter to her mother, upon the fame
oceafion,

Honoured Madam,

SOON after Ileft you and my friends in the
country, I hanil engaged with one Mrs Pru-
dence, a governels of a noted young ladies’ boar-
.ding-fchool at the court end of the town, to act as
her affiftant. She bas treated me, ever fince I
have’ been with her, with the utmoft good-nature
and condefcenfion; and has all along endeavoured
te make my fervice more eafy and advantageous
to me than I could reafonably expe@. On the o-
ther hand, as a grateful acknowledgment .of her
favours, I have made her intereft my whole ftudy -
and delight. My courteous deportment towards
the young ladies, and my conftant care to oblige
my governefs, have not only gained me the love.
and efteemn of the whole houfe, but young Mr By--
.ron, the dancing-mafter, who attends our fchool .
weekly, has caft a favourable eye upon me for.
fome time, and has lately made me fuch overtures -
of marriage, as are in my. own opinion, worthy of
my attention. However, notwith(tanding heis a,
great favourite of Mrs Prudence, a man of unble-
mifhed charafter, and very extenfive bufinels, I
thought it would be an a¢t of the higheft ingrati-
tude to fo indulgent a parent as you have been to
me, to conceal from you an affair whereon my fu-
ture happinefs or mifery muft fo greatly degyends.

-
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As to his perfon, age, and temper, I muft own, Ma-*
dam, witba blufh, that they are all perfectly agreea-
ble; and I fhonld think myfelf very happy fhouldyou
countenance his addreffes. I flarter myfelf how-
ever, that | have fo much command of my own
paflions, as in duty, to bé directed, in {fo momen-
tous an affair, by your fuperior judgment. Your
fpeedy anfwer, therefore, will be looked upon ‘as
an additional act of indulgence fhown to

Your moft dutiful daughter.

LETTER IV
The mother’s anfwer to the foregoing.

Dear Daughter, B

I RECEIVED your’s in regard to the overtures
* of marriage made you by Mr Byron; and as
that is a very weighty affair, I fhall return to Lon-
don as foon as poffible, in order ‘to make all due
inquiries. And in cafel find no juft grounds for
exceptions to the man, 1 have none to his occupa-
tion ; fince it is fuitable enough to that ftate of
life for which you feem to have a peculiar tafte.
- However, though I fhould rejoice to fee you fet-
tled to your fatisfattion and advantage, and though
you feem to entertain a very favourable opinion
of his honour, and abilities to maintain you in a
very decent manner, yet I would have you weigh.
well the momentous matter in debate. Don’tbe.
teo hafty, my dear; confider, all is not gold that.
glitters. 'Men are too often falfe and perfidious ;
promife fair, and yet, at the fame time, aim at no-
thing more than the gratification of their unruly
defires. I don’t fay that Mr Byron has any fuch
_ difhonourable intentions, and I hope he has not ;.
for which reafon 1 would only have you a with.
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difcretion. and referve ; give him neither too great
hopes of fuccefs, nor an abfolute denial to put
him in defpair. All that you have to fay till you
fee me is this, that you have no averfion to his
perfon ; but that you are determined to be wholly
dire¢ted by your mother in an affair of fo ferious
“a concern. This will naturally induce him to make
his application to me on my firft arrival ; and you
may depend upon it, no care fhall be wanting on
my fide to f)romote your future happinefs and ad-
vantage. Iam, -
Dear dauyghter,
our truly affe@ionate mother.

 LETTER V.

4 yz;ung lady’s anfwer to a gentleman’s letter, who
profeffes an averfion to the edious forms of cous t-
ll)xp. o
S IR,

AM no more fond of the fathionable modes of
courtfhip than yourfelf. Plain dealing 1 own,
is beft; but, methinks, common decency fhould
always pe preferved. .
There is fomething fo peculiar and whimfical
in your manner of expreflion, that I am abfolutely
at a Iufs to determine whether you arereally ferious
or only-write for your own amufement. When
you explain yourfelf in more intelligible terms, 1
fhall be better able to form a judgment of your
paflion, and more capable of returning you a pro-
per anfwer. What influence your future addreffes
may have over me I cannot fay ; but, to be free
with you, your firft attempt has made no impref-
Jion on the heart of .
o WM,

e
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LETTER VL

The lady’s reply to ancther letter from the fame
:gentleman, wherein he more exphcitly avows his
" paffion.
SIR, ’ :

SINCE neither of us, I perceive, is overfond of
fquandering our time away in idle, unimeaning
compliments, I think -proper to inform you, in di-
ret terms, that the difpofal of my perfon is not
altogether in my own power: and that, notwithe
ftanding my father and ‘mother are both deceafed,
yet I tranfa® no fingle affair of any moment with-
out confulting Sir Orlando Wifemzan of Lincoln’s
Inn, who is my counfel upon all occafions, and is
" a gentleman, as I conceive, of the ftri¢teft honour
and honefty, and one on whofe judgment I can
fafely rely. 1 will be fo fair and juft to you, as
- freely to acknowledge, that T have no objection
-to your perfon. If, therefore, you think proper
to wait on him with your propofals, and I find that
he approves them, I fhall a& without any mental
refervation, and be very apt to encourage a paf-
fion that I imagine to be both honourable and fin-

cere, Iam,
’ SIR,

Your humble fervant,

-

LETTER VIL

From an aunt to ber nephew, who had complained of
ill fuccefs in his addre(fes.

Dear Nephew, - . '
1’ RECEIVED your doleful ditty, in regard to
your ill fuccefs in your late love-agventure with

* i~
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Mifs Snow. No marble monument was ever half
fo cold, or weftal virgin half fo "coy ! the turns a
deaf ear, it feems, to your moft ardent vows! and
what of all that ? by your own account it appéars
- fhe has given you no flat denial ; neither has fhe
peremptorily forbid your vifits. Really, nephew,
I thought a young gentleman of your good fenie
and penetration fhould be better verfed in the arts
of love, than to be caft down all at once, and quit
the field upon the firft repulfe. You ihould con-
~ fider that fhe is not only a beauty, but a very ac-
complifhed lady. You muft furely be very vain
to imagine, that one of her education, good fenfe,
and real merit, fhould fall an eafy vi¢tim into your
arms. Her affeQions muft be gradually engaged §
fhe looks upon matrimony as a very ferious affair,
and will never give way, I am fully perfuaded, to
the violence of an ill-grounded paffion, For fhane,
nephew ; fhake off that unbecoming bafkfulnefs,
and’ fhow yourfelf a man. Lovers, like foldiers,
thould endure farigues. Be advifed; renew the
attack with double vigour ; for fhe is a lady worth
your conqueft. The revolution of u day (as the
ingenious Mr. Rowe has it) may bring fuch turng
as Heaven itfelf could fcarce have promifed. Cheer
- up, dear nephew, under that thought. When I
hear fraom you again, a few weeks hence, I am
not without hopes, if you will follow my advice,
of your carrying the fiege, and making her comply
with your own terms of accommodation. 1In the
mean time, depend upon it, no ftone fhall be left
unturmred on my part, that may any ways contri-
bute towards your good fuccefs, as I cannot, with-
out injuftice to the lady, but approve your choice,

I am your affeitionate aunt,

)
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’
LETTER VIL

From a daughter to her father, wherein She duti-
fully expoftulates againft a match he had propo-
JSed to her with a gentleman much older than her-

D

.
Honoured Sir,

THOUGH your injunctions fhould prove diame-
trically oppofite to my own fecret inclinations,

.yet I am not infenfible, that the duty which I owe
you binds me to comply with them. , Befides, I
. fhould be very ungrateful, fhould I prefume in any
point whatever, confidering your numberlefs aéts
of parental indulgence towards me, to conteft your
will and pleafure. Tho’ the confequences there-
of {hould prove never fo fatal, I am determined to
be all obedience, in cafe what I have to offer in
my own defence fhould have no influence over you,
or be thought an infufficient plea for my averfion -
to a match, which, unhappily for me, you feem
to approve of. It is very poffible, Sir, the gen-
“tleien you recommend to my choice may be pof-
fefled. of all that fubftance, -and all thofe good qua-
lities, that bias you fo flrongly in his favour; but
be not angry, dear Sir, when I remind you, that
there is a vaft difproportion in our years. A lady
‘of more experience, and of a more advanced age,
_ would, in my humble opinion, be a much fitter
help-mate for him. To be ingenuous, épcx’-mit me,
good 8ir, to fpeak the fentiments of my heart
without referve for once,) a2 man almoft in his
grand climateric can never be an agreeable com-
panion for me; nor can the natural gaiety of my
temper, which has hitherto been indulged by
yourfelf in every innocent amufement, be over

e
A
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agreeable to him. Though his fondnefs at firft
may connive 3t the little freedoms I fhall be apt
to take; yet, as foon as the edge of his appetite
dhall be abated, he’ll grow jealous,.and for ever
torment me without a caufe. I fhall be debarred
of every diverfion fuitable to my years, though
wever {o harmlefs and inoffenfive; permitted to
fee no company ; hurried down, perhaps, to fome
melancholy rural recefs ; and there, like my Lady
. Grace in the play, fit, penfive, and alone, under
a green tree. Your long experienced goodnefs,
and that tender regard which you have always ex-
prefled for my eafe and fatisfa&tion, encourage me
thus freely to expoftulate with you on an affair of -
fo great importance. If, however, afterall, you
fhall judge the inequality of our age an:infufficient
plea in my favour, and that want of affedtion for
a hufband is but a trifle, where there is a large
fortune, and a coach and fix to throw into-the
fcale; if, in fhort, you fhall lay your peremptory.
commands upon me to refign up all my real hap-
pinefs and peace of mind for the vanity of living
in powmp and grandeur, I am ready to fubmit to-
your fuperior judgment. Give me leave, how-
ever, to obferve, that it is impoflible for me_ever
to love the man into whofe arms I am to be thrown: .
-and that my compliance with fo detefted a propo-
fition is nothing'more than the refult of the moft
inviolable duty to a father, who never made the
leaft attemprt before to thwart the inclinations of

His ever obedient daughter..

1a
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LETTER IX

From a young lady to a gentleman that courted her,
whom fhe could not like, but was forced by her
" parents to receive his vifits, and think of none
elfe for ber hufband.
STR,
IT is a very ill return which I make to the re-
fpect you have for me, when I acknowledge to
you, that though the day of our marriage is ap-
ﬁointed, I am incapable of loving you. You may
ave obferved, in the long converfation we have
had at thofe times that we were left together, that
" fomg fecret hung upon my mind. I was obliged
to an ambiguous behaviour, and durf{t not reveal
myfelf farther, becaufe my mother, from a clofet
near the place where we fat, could both htar and
fee our converfation. I have firi® commands from
. both my parents to receive you, and am undone
for ever except you will be fo kind and generous
as to refufe me. Confider, Sir, the mifery of be-
ftowing yourfelf upon one, who can have no pro-
fpeét of happinefs but from your death. This is a
confeflion made, perhaps, with an offenfive fince-
rity ; but that condu& is much to be preferred to
a {ecret diflike, which could not but pall all the
fweets of life, by impofing on you a companion
that dotes and languifhes for another. I will not
go fa far as to fay my paflion for the gentlemnan,
whofe wife 1 am by promife, would lead me to
any thing criminal againft your hofiour. I know
it is dreadful enough to a man of your fenfe to
expe& nothing but forced civilities in return for
tender endearments, and cold efteem for unrefer-
ved love. If you will, on this occafion, let Rea-
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fon take place of Paflion,-I doubt not but Fate
has in ftore for you fome worthier objett of your
affe@tion, in recompence of your goodnefs to the
enly woman that could be infenfible of your mes
Fit, Iam,, .
SIR, - A
¥our moft humble fervant,

LETTER X

From a young lady to a gentleman who courts her,
and whom fhe fufpelis of infidelity. .

SIR,

' THE freedom'and fincerity with which I have at
all times laid open my heart to you, ought’to
have fome weight in my claim to a return of the
fame confidence : but I have reafon to fear, that
the beft of men do not always aét as they ought.
Iwriteto you what it would be impoffible to fpeak:
but, before'I fee you, I defire you will either ex-
plain your conduét laft night, or confefs that you
have ufed me not as I have deferved of you..

It is%in vain' to deny that you took pains to re-
commend yourfelf toMifs Peacock : your earneft-
nefs of difcourfe alfo fhowed me that you were no-
ftranger to-her. I defire toknow, Sir, what fort
of acquaintance you'¢an wifh to have with another
perfon of charaéter,. after making me believe that
you wifhed to be married to me. I write very .

lainly to you, becaufe I expet a piain anfwer.
fam not apt to be fufpicious, but this was too
‘particular; and I muft be either. blind or indiffe-
rent to overlook it. 8ir, I am neither ; though,
perhaps, it would be better for me if 1 were one
or the otlrer. ’ R
I am Your’sy &c.

T3
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_LETTER XL

From a gentleman engaged to a lady, who had been
JSeen talking to another, in anfwer to the fore-

going., ,
My deareft Jcnny,.

WHAT can have put it into your thoughts to
be fufpicious of me, whofe heart and foul you
know are truly your’s, and whofe whole thoughts
and wifhes are but on you ? Sweet quarreller, you
kiow this. What afternoon have I fpent from
you? or whom did you ever fee me fpeak to with-
-out diftafte, when it prevented my talking with
. you? - '
You know how often you have cautioned me
. not to fpeak to you before your, uncle; and you
knew he was there. But you do well to abufe me
for being too obedient to your commands; for I
}:romife you, you fhall never get any other caufe.
thought it ‘moft prudent to be feen talking with
another, when it was my bufinefs not fo much as
to look at you. Mifs Peacock is a very old ac-
quaintance : the knows my perfe& devotion toyou,
and fhé very well knew all that civility and ear-
neftnefs of difcourfe about nothing was pretended.
I write to you before I come, becaufe you com-
manded me; but I will make you alk my pardon
in a few minutes for robbing me of thofe few which
might have been paffed with you, and which it has
taken to write this letter. My fweeteft quarrel-
- ler, I am coming to you. After this never doubt
but that I am-

, . Your’s mo(t truly.
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: LETTER XIIL

From a gentleman to a lady, whom he accufes of
' inconflancy.

Madam,

OU muft not be furprifed at a letter in the

* place of a vifit from one who cannot but have

reafon to believe it may eafily be as welcome as
his company. ‘

You fhould not fuppofe, if lovers have loft their
fight, that their fenfes are all banifhed: and if I
-refufe to believe my eyes, when they fhow me your
inconftancy, you mult not wonder that I cannot
ftop my ears againft the accounts of it, _Pray let
us underftand one another properly; for I am
afraid we are deceiving ourfelves, all this while.
Am I a perfon whom you efteem, whofe fortune
you do not defpife, and whofe pretenfions you en-
courage? or am 'l a troublefome coxcomb, who
fancies myfelf particularly received by a woman
who only laughs at me? If I am the latter, you
treat me as I deferve; and I ought to join with
you in faying I deferve it: but if it be otherwife,
and you receive me, as'I think you do, as a per-
fon you intend to marry, (for it is beft to be plain
on thefe occafions,) for Heaven’s fake, what is the
meaning of thit univerfal coquetry in public,
where every fool flatters you, and you are pleafed
with the meaneft of them ? And what can be the
meaning that 1 am told you, laft night in particu-
lar, was an hour with Mr Marlow, and are fo

- wherever you meet him, if I am not in company?

Both of us, Madam, you cannot think of; and I -

fhould be forry to imagine that, when I had given

-
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. you my heart fo entirely, I fhared your’s with

any body. . .
I have f{aid a great deal too much to you, and

.yet I am tempted to fay more: but I fhall be fileat.

I beg you will anfwer this, and I think I havea
right to exped that you do it genercufly and fair-
ly. Do not miftake what is the effet of the di-
ftraction of my heart for want of refpe@ to you.
‘While I write this, I dote upon you, but I cannot
bear to be deceived where all my happinefs is cen-

. tered.

Your moft unhappy, &c..
LETTER XIIL

From a lady to ker Iober, who fufpeced ber of re-
ceiving the addreffes of another. In anfwer te
the above.

SIR,

IF I did not make all the allowances you defire

in the end of your letter, I fhould not anfwer
you at all. ~But although I.am really unhappy to
find you are fo, and the more to find myf{elf to be
the occafion, I can hardly impute the unkindnefs
and incivility. of your letter to the fingle caufe you
would have me. However, as 1 would not be fufe
pected of any thing that fhould juftify {uch treat.
ment from you, 1 think it neceflary to inform you,.
that what you have heard has no more foundation
than what you have feen : however, I wonder that
other eyes fhould not be as eafy alarmed as your’s;

" for, inftead of being blind, believe me, Sir, you

fee more than there is. Perhaps, however, their
fight may be as much fharpened by unprovoked
malice as your’s by undeferved fufpicion.

Whatever may be the end of this difpute, (for I

-
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do not think fo lightly of lovers’ quarrels as many
do,) I think it proper to inform you, that I never
have thought favourably of any ome but yourfelf;
and I fhall add, that, if the fault of your temper,
which I once little fufpected, fhould make me fear
you too much to marry, you will not fee me in
that {tate with any other, nor courted by any man
in_the world, * :

I did not know that the gaiety of my temper
gave you uneafinefs; and you ought to have told
me of it with lefs feverity. If I am particular in
it, I am afraid it is a fault in my natural difpofi-
tion: but I would have taken fome pains to get
-the better of that, if I had known it was difagree-
able to you. I ought to refent this treatment
more than I do, but do not infult my weaknefs on
that head; for a fault of that kind would want the
excufe this has for my pardon, and might not be
fo eafily overlooked, though I fhould with to do it.
I thouldfay I will not fee you to-day, but you have -
an advocate that pleads for you much better than
_ you do for yourfelf. I defire you will firft leok "
carefully over this letter, for my whole heart is
in it, and then come to me. . -

4 Your’s, &c. ,

LETTER XIV.

From a young tradefiman to a lady, whom he had
- feen'in public,

Madam,

PERHAPS you will not be furprifed to receive

a letter from a perfon who is unknowa to yon,
when you reflet how likely fo charming a face
may be to create impertinence; and 1 perfuade
myfelf, that, when you remember where you fat
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laft night at the playhoufe, you will not need to
be told this comes from the perfon who was juft
-before you. - T

In the firlt place, Madam, I afk pardon for the
liberty I then tookK of looking at you, and for the
greater liberty I now take in writing to you. But,
after this, I beg leave to fay, that my thoughts
are honourable, and to inform you whoIam; I
fhall not pretend to be any better ¢ I keep a fhop,
Madam, in Henrietta-flreet ; and, though but two
years in trade, I have a tollerable cuftom. I do
not doubt but it will increafe, and I fhall be able
'to do fomething for a family. . If your inclinations
are not engaged, [ fhould be very proud of the
honour of waiting on you; and, in the mean time,
if you pleafe to defire .any friend to atk my cha-
racter in the neighbourhood, I believe it will not’
‘prejudife you againft,

Madam,
Your moft humble fervant.

LETTER XV.
From a relation of the lady, in af‘z/'wc;' to the above.

S IR,

-THERE has come into my hands a letter, which

you wrote te Mifs Madrix Stebbing. She is
a relation of mine, and is a very good girl; and I
dare fay you will not think the worfe of her for
confulting her friends in fuch an affair- as that you
wrote about : befides, a woman could not well
anfwer fuch a letter herfelf, unlefs it was with
a full refufal, and that fhe would have been wrong
to have done, until fhe knew fomething of the
perfon that wrote it, as wrong as to have encou-
saged him, -
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" You feem very fincere and open’in your defigns;

" and as you gave permiffion to inquire about you

among your neighbours, I, being the nearefl friend,.

* “did that for her. I have heard a very'good account

of you; and, from all that I fee, you may be ve-

ry fuitable for one arother. She has fome fortune;

and fhall tell you farther, that the took notice of

you at the play, and does not feem perfectly averfe
to feeing you in the prefence of

our humble fervant, A. H,

) LETTER XVL

. From a lover who had caufe of difpleafure, and de-
termines never to fee the lady again, "'

“ Madam,

. THERE was 2 time when if any one {hould have
. told me thatI fhould ever have written to
you fuch a letter as I am now writing, I would as
feon have believed that the earth would have burft
_afunder, or that I fhould fee ftars falling to the
ground, or trees and mountains rifing to the hea-
vens. But there is nothing too ftrange to happen.
~ One thing would have appeared yet more impof-
fible than my writing it, which is, that you fhould
have given me the caufe to have written it, and
yet that has happened.
The purpofe of this is to tell you, Madum, that
I fhall never wait on you again. You will truly
know what I make myfelf {fuffer when I impofe
this command upon my own heart; but I would
not tell you of it, if it were not too much deter-
mined to me for have a poflibility of changing my
refolution. -
It gives me fome pleafure that you will feel no
uneafinefs for this,. though I {hould alfo have been
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very averfe fome time ago even fo have imagined
that; but 'you know where to employ that atten-
tion of which I am not worthy the whole, and
. with a part I fhall not be contented. I was a wit-
. nefs,» Madam, yefterday of your behaviour to Mr.
Henley. I had often been told of this, but 1 have
refufed to liften to it. I fuppofed 'your heart no
more capable of deceit than my own: but I can-
not difbelieve what I have been toid on fuch au-
thority, when my own eyes confirm it. Madam,
I take my leave of you, and beg you will forget
there ever was fuch a man as
' Your humble fervant,

s

LETTER XVIL-

From a young lady to her father, acquainting hims
with the addre(fes of a young tradefman.

.. Honoured Sir,

I THINK it my duty to acquaint you, that a gen-
tleman of this town, by name Wills, and bufi-
nefs a llnen-draper, has madg fome overtures to
my coufin Harcourt, in the way of courtfhip to
me. My coufin has brought him once or twice
into my company, which he could not well decline
doing, becaufe he has dealings with him, and has
a high opinion of him and his circumftances. He
has been fet up three years, has very good bufi-
nefs, and lives in credit and fafhion. He is about
twenty-feven years old, a likely man enough, feems
not to want fenfe or manners, and is come of a
'Eood family. He has broke his mind to me, and

oafts how well he can maintain me. Though, I
aflure you, Sir, I have given him no encourage-
ment; but told him that 1 had no thoughts of
«<lianging my condition yet a-while, and fhould ne-
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vér think of it but in obedience to my parents;
therefore defired him to talk no more on that fub-
Je& to me: yet he refolves to perfevere, and pres
tends extraordinary affetion and efteem. I would
not, Sir, by any means omit to acquaint you with
the-beginning of an affair, which it would be want
of duty in me to conceal from you, and ifow a
guilt and difobedience unworthy of the kind in-
dulgence and affettion you have always fhewn to,
SIR,
Your nioft dutiful daughter.

My humble duty to my honoured mother ; love
to my  brether and fifter ; and refpeds to all
friends. Coufin Harcourt, and his wife and
fifter, defire their kind refpe@s. I cannot
write enough of their civility to me, :

LETTER XVIIL

Her faiber‘: anfwer, on a fuppofition that hé dves
not approve of the young man’s addreffes.

Dear. PO“y,

I HAVE received your letter, dated the 4th inft.
wherein you acquaint me of the propofals made
to you, through your Coufin Harcourt’s recom-
mendation, by one Mr. Wills. I hope, as you
aflure me, that you have given no encouragement
to him; for I by no means approve of him for
your hutband. I have inquired of one of his town(-
men; whe knows him and his circumftances ver

well, and I am neither pleafed with them nor witz
his chara®er ; and wonder my coufin would fo ins
confiderately recommend him to you. Indeed I
doubt not of Mr. Harcourt’s good intentions ; but

e - K ; . 3
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Iinfift upon it, that you think nothing of the mat.
ter, if you would oblige
: Your indulgent father,

Your mother gives ker blefling to you, and joins
with me in the above advice. Your brother
and fifter, andall friends, fend their love and
refpedts to you, ' .

LETTER XIX.

-Th¢ father’s anfwer, on a fuppofition that he docs
approve of. the young man’s addreffes.

My dear Daughter,

~IN anfwer to your’s of the 4th inftant, relatin
to the addreffes of Mr. Will’s, I would have
you neither "wholly encourage nor difcourage his
fuit; for if, on inquiry into his charaéter and cir-
cumftances, I fhall find that they are anfwerable
to your coufin’s good opinion of them, and his
own affurances, I know not but his fuit may be
worthy of attention. But, my dear, confider that
men are deceitful, and always put the beft fide
‘outwards ; and it may poflibly, on {tri& inquiry,
-which the nature and importance of the cafe dew
mands, come out far otherwife than it at prefent
appears. Let me advife you, therefore, toa& in
this ‘matter with great prudence, and that you
make not yourlelf too cheap; for men zre apt to
Tight what is too eafily obtained. Your coufin
will give him hope enough, while you don’t abfo-
lutely deny him: and, in the mean time, he may
be told, that you are not at your own difpofal,
but entirely refolved to abide by my determina-
tion and diretion in an affair of this great import-
aoce; and this will put him upon applying to me,
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.who, ‘you need not doubt, will in this cafe, as in
all others, ftudy your good, as becomes
Your indulgent father.

-Your mother gives her blefling to you, and joins
with me in the above advice. Your brother
and fifter, and all friends, fend their love and
refpelts to you.

LETTER XX

A rhodeft lover defiring an aunt’s favour to him for
i _ .. ber niece. ' .
- Good Madam,”
I HAVE feveral times, when 1 have been happy
in the company ef your good niece, thought to:
have fpoken my mind; and to declare to her the
srue value and affeftion I have for her ;. but juft
. as I have been apout to fpeak, my fears have van-
quifhed my hopes, and I ﬁave been obliged to fuf-
pend my defign. Ihavethrown out feveral hints,
that I thought would have led the way 1o a fuller
difclofing of the fecret that is too big for my
breaft; and yet, when I am near her;. it is too
important for utterance. Will you be fo good,
Madam, to break the way for me, if I am not
wholly difapproved off by .you, and prepare het.
dear mind for a declaration that I mult make, and
yet know not how to begin. My fortune and
expeQations make me hope that I may not on thefe
accounts be deemed unworthy. And could I, by
~half @ line from your hand, hope that there is no
other bar, I fhould be enabled to build on fo de-
firable a foundation, and to let your niece know
how much my happinefs depends upon her favour.
K2
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Excufe, good Madam, I befeech you, this trouble,
and prefumptuous requeft, from .
: Your obliged humble fervant,

 LETTER XXL

The aunt’s anfwer, fuppofing the gentleman deferves
encouragement,

S IR,

ICANNOT fay I have any diflike, as to my own
part, to your propofal, or your manner of ma-
king it, whatever my niece may have; becaufe
diffidence is generally the companion of merit, and
a token of refpeét. She is a perfon of prudence,
and all her friends are fo thoroughly convinced of
it, that her choice will have the weight it deferves
‘with us all : foI cannot fay what will be the event
of your declaration to her; yet, fo far as I may
take upon myfelf to do, I will not deny your re-
queft ; but, on her return to-morrow, will break
&u,ice, as you defire, not doubting your honour,
and the fincerity of your profeffions; and I fhalt
tell her, moreover, what I think of the advances'
you make. I believe fhe has had the prudence to
keep her heart entirely difengaged, becaufe fhe
would otherwife have told me; andis not fo mean-
fpirited as to be able to return tyranny and infuly

or true value, when fhe is Proﬁperly convinced of
it. Whoever has the happinefs (permit me, tho”
her relation, to call it fo) to meet with her fa-
vour, will find this her charafter; and that it is
not owing to the fond Ypartiali’ty of, Sir,

our friend and fervant.
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o "LETTER XXIL
From a refpedful lover to his miflrefs.-

Dear Madam,.

I HAVE long {truggled with the moft honourable:
and refpectful paflion that ever filled the heart
of man; I'have often tried to reveal it perfonally,.
as often in this way ; but never till now could
prevail upon my fears and doubts. I can ne lon:

. ger f{truggle with a fecret that has given me fo
much torture to keep, and yet hithérto-moré when
I have endeavoured to revealit, I never enter-
tain the hope of feeing you withont rapture; but
when I have that pleafure,. inftead of being anima-
ted, as I ought, I am-utterly confounded. What.
can this be owing to, but%a diffidence in myfelf,
and an exalted. opinion of your worthinefs? And
is not this.a firong token of ardent love? Yet, if.
it be, how various is the tormenting paflion-in its"
operations.! fince fome it infpires with courage,
while others it-deprives of all neceflary confidence. .
I'can only affure you, Madam, that. the heart of '
man never conceived a ftronger or {incerer paffion.
than mine for you. If my reverence for youis- .
my crime, I am-fure it has been my f{ufficient:pun-
ithment. I need not fay mydeligns and motives -
are honourable.. Who dare approach fo much vir-
tuous excellence with a-fuppofition that fuch an
aflurance is” neceffary ?* What my- fortune is, is.
well known,.and I am. ready. ,to ftand . the:teft of
the (trideft inquiry. Condefcend, Madam, to em--
bolden .my refpedtful paffion’ by: one favourable
line, that if what.I.here profefs, and hope further -
to have an opportunity to affure you of, be found:
to.be unqueftionably truKe, <then, I hope, my huwme-

: 3
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_ ble addrefs will not quite be unacceptable to you;
and thus you will for ever oblige, dear Madam,
Your affe@ionate admirer,
and devoted fervant.

LETTER XXHIk
Tbe anfwer.

SIR,

IF modefly be the greateft glory in our fex, fure-

* Jy it cannof be blameworthy. in yours. FKor
my own part, F muft think it the moft amiable
quality eitber man ‘or woman can poffefs. Nor
¢an there be, in my opinion, a true refpect where
there is not a diffidence of-.one’s own merit, and
an high opinien of the perfon’s we efteem.

Te fay more on this occalion would little be-
come me; ta fay lefs would look as if I knew not
bow to pay tiat regard to modeft merit which mo-
deft merit only deferves, ~ .

You, Sir, beft know your own heart; and if
you are fincere and generous, will receive, as you
ought, this franknefs from, 8ir,

Your humble fervant.

- LETTER XXIV.

A gentleman to a lady, profeffing an averfion 1o the
tedious formality in courtfhip.

Pear Madam,
I REMEMBER that ene of the Ancients, in de-
%, feribing & youth in love, fays, ke has heither

wifdom enough to_fpeak; mer to hold his tonguey
If chis be a juft defeription, the finiterity of my
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paffion will admit of no difpute: and whenever in
your company.I behave like a fool, forget not that)
you are anfwerable for- my incapacity. Having
made bold to declare this much, I muft prefume
to fay, thata favourable reception of this will, E
am certain, make me more worthy of your netice
but your difdain would be what I believe myfelg
incapable ¢ver to furmount. To try by idle falla-
cies, and airy compliments, to prevail on-your
judgment, is a folly for any man to attempt who
knows yeu. No, Madam, your good fenfe and
endowments have raifed you far above the necefli-
ty of pradtifing the mean artifices which prevail
upon the lefs deferving of your fex: you are not
to be fo lightly deceived ; and, if you were, give
me leave to fay, I fhould not think you deferving
of the trouble that would attend fuch an attempt.,.

This, I muft own, is no fathionable letter from
one who, I am fure, loves up to the greateft hero
of romance: but as I would hope, that the ha
pinefs I fue for fhould be lafting, it is certainly
moft cligible to takeno ftep to proeure it but what -
will bear refletion; for I fhould be happy to fee
you mine, even when we bave both outlived the
tafte of every thing that has not virtue and reafon
to fupport it. I am, Madam, notwi:hftanding thig
unpolithed addrefs, :

" Your moft refpedful admirer, o
And obedient humble fervant,

LETTER XXv.
The lady’s anfwer, enMaging a fastherdeclaration.

SIR,

I AM very little in leve with the fafhionable me-
 thods of courtihip : fincerity with me is prefer-
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able 'to compliments ;: yet I fee’ no- reafon why
common decency fhould be difcarded. : There is
fomething fo-odd-in- your ftyle, that when I know
whether you are in jeft or earneft | fhall belefs at:
a lofs to anfwer you. Mean time, as there is a-
bundant room for rifing, rathér than finking, in:
your contplaifance, you may poffibly have chofen
wifely to begin firft at the lower. If this be the
cafe, T know not what your fucceeding addrefles:
may produce; but I tell you fairly, that your pre-
- fent makes no great impreflion, yet, perhaps, as
much as you intend on. - :
' :  Your humble fervant..

LETTER XXVL.

The gentleman’s reply, more vpenly declaring bis:
! - paffion: o
© Dear Madam,. .

NOW 1 have thie hope-of - being not” more def~-
- 4N pifed for my-acknowledged affeGtion, I declare
. to you, with all the fincerity. of a man of honour,
that I have long had.a moft fincere paffion for yeou;
but I have feen gentlemen:led.fuch dances, when
they have given up their affeions to the lovely
tyrants of their hearts, and could’ net help them-
felves, that.I had no.courage to-begin an addrefs
in.the ufual forms, even to you, of whofe good
fenfe and generofity I,.neverthelefs tad a good o-
pinion. You have favoured me with a few lines,.
which I' moft. kindly thank you.for. And I do
affure you, Madam, if you will be pleafed to en-
courage my honourable fuit, you fhall have fo juft:
an accaunt of my circumftances and pretenfions,.
as; I hope, will entitle me to your favour. in the
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hogourable light in which I profefs myfelf, dear
Madam,

Your moft obliged and faithful admirer,
". Be fo good as to favour me with one line more -
to encourage my perfonal attendance, if not dif-
agreeable,

LETTER XXVIL

The lady’s anfwer to his refly putting the matter on
: a fudden i_&i«e.

SIR,

AS we are both fo well inclined” to avaid unne-
ceflary trouble, as well as unneceflary cpmgl{i‘f.
ments, I think pro to acquaint you, thar Mr
Dunford, of Winchefter, has the management of
all my affairs ; and is 2 man of fuch probity and
honour, that I do nothing in any matters of eonfe-.
‘quence without him. I have no diflike to your per-
fon ; and if you approve of what Mr Dunford can
acquaint you with in relation to me, and I approve
of his report in your favour, I fhall be far from
fhowing any (Fent‘leman that 1 have either an infos
lent or a fordid fpirit, efpecially to fuch as do me
the honour of their goodP opinion.
.~ Andever. I am, Sir
s , Y’our humble fervant.

LETTER XXVIL

+ A facetious young lady to her aunt, ridiculing heg
Jerious laver.

Dear Aunt,

: J AM much obliged to you for the kindnefs. you
integded me, in recommending Mr Richards te
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me for a hufband : but I muft be {o free to tell you,
he is a man no ways fuited to my inclination, I
defpife, it is true, the idle rants of romance ; butI
am inclinable to think there may be an extreme en
the other fide of the queftion.

The firft time the honeft man came to-fee me,
in the way you was pleafed to put into his head,
was one Sunday after fermon-time. He began
with tellingme;, what ! found atmy finger-ends, that
it ‘was very cold ; and politely blowed upon his. 'k
immediately perceived that his pafflion for me could
not keep him warm ; and, in complaifance to your
recomnimendation, condufed him to the fire-fide.
After he had pretty well rubbed heat into his hands
he {tood up with his back to the fire, and, with his
hands behind him, held up his coat, that he might
Qe warm all over; and looking about him, aiked;
- with the tranquillity of a man a twelvementh mar-
ried, and juft come off 2 journey, bow all friends
d.d in the country ? I faid, I hoped very well; but
would be glad te warm my fingers. Cry mercy,
Madam !- And then he fhuffled a little further
from the fire; and after two or three hems, and a
long paufe— o

I have heard, fays he, a moft excellent fermon
juft now. Dr Thomas is a fine man truly:” Did
you ever hear him, Madam 2 No, Sir ; I generally
‘ so to my.own parifh-church. That is right, Ma-

am, to be fure. What was yeur fubje& to-day ?
The Pharifee and the Publican, Sir.. A very good
one truly :*Dr Thomas would'have made fine work
upon that fubject. His text to day was,. ¢ Evil
® communications corrupt goad manners.” A
good fubje@, Sir ; I doubt not but the Doctor made
a fine difcourfe upon it. O ay, Madam, he cannot
make a bad one upon any fubjed.

- I rung for the tea-kertle; for thought I, we
fhall bave all the heads of the fermon immediately,
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At tea he gave me an account of all the religi-
ous focieties unatked, and how many boys they
. had put out ’prentices, and girls they had taught
to knit and fing pfalms. To all which I gave a
nod of approbation, -and was juft able to fay, (for
I began to be moft horribly in the vapours,) it was
a very excellent charity. O ay, Madam, faid he
again, (for that is his word I find,) a very excel-
lent one truly ; it is fnatching fo many brands out
of the fire. .You are a contributor, Sir, I doubt
not, O ay, Madam, to be fure; every good man
would contribute to fuch a worthy charity, to be
fure. No doubt, Sir, a blefling attends upon all
who promote fo worthy a defign. O ay, Madam,
no doubt, as you fay ; I am f{ure I have found it ;
bleffed be God ! and then he twang’d his nofe, and
lifted up his eyes, as if in an ejaculation. .
" O, my good .aunt, what a man is here for a huf-
band! At laft came the happy moment of his tak-
ing leave; for I would not afk him to (tay fupper ;
and, moreover, he talked of going to a' le®ture at
St Helens. And then (though I had an opportuni-
ty of faying little more than Yes, ‘and No, all the
time ; for he took the vapours he had put me into
for devotion, or gravity ; at leaft I believe {o) he
prefled my hand looked frightfully kind, and gave
me to underftand, as a mark of his favour, that if,
upon. further converfation and inquiry into my
charadter, he thould happen to like me as well as
he did from my behaviour and perfon, why, truly,
I need not fear, in time, being blefled with him for
my hufband ! '

This, my good aunt, may be a mighty fafe way
of travelling towards the land of matrimony, as
far as I know ; but 1 cannot help withing for a lit-
tle more entertainment on our journey. I am

. willing to believe Mr Richards an hodeft man,



R |

120 THE COMPLETE

but am, at the fame time, afraid his religious turn
of temper, however in itfelf commendable, would
better fuit with a woman who.centers all defert in
a folemn appearance, than with, dear aunt,

" "Your greatly obliged kin{fwoman.

LETTER XXIX,

-Her aunt’s anfwer, -rebuking her ludicrous turn
of mind. : ‘

Dear Child, )
_I AM.-forry you think Mr Richards fo unfuitable

a lover. He is a ferious, fober, good man; and
furely, when ferioufnefs and fobriety make a necef-
fary part of the duty of a fgood hufband, a good
father, and a good mafter of a family, thofe cha-
radters thould not be the fubjeé of ridicule, to per.
fons of our {ex efpecially, who would reap advan-
tages from them. But he talks of the weather
when he firft fees you, it feems; and would you
have bad him directly fall uyon the fubje& of love
the moment he beheld you ¢

He vifited you juft after the fermon on a Sunday;
and was it fo unfuitable for him to let you fee that
the duty of the day had made proper impreifions
upon him ?

. His turn for promoting the religious focieties,
+ which you fpeak fo flightly of, deferves more re«
rd from every good perfon ; for that fame turn is
a kind of fecurity to a woman, that he who had a
benevolent and religious heart could not make a
bad man, or a bad hufband. To put out poor boys
to ’prentice, to teach girls to fing pfalms, would -
be with very few a fubje& for ridicule ; for he that
was {o willing to provide. for the children of others
would take 1till greater care for his own.
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He gave you to underftand, that if he liked your
charadter on inquiry, as well as your perfun and
bebaviour, he fhould think himfelf very happy in
fuch a wife: for that, I dare fay, was more like
his language, than what you put in his mouths
And, let me tell you, it would have bcen a much
ftranger fpeech, had fo cautious and ferious a man
faid, Without a thorough knowledge of your cha-
ralter, thaty at the firft {ight, he was over head and
ears in love with you. " :

I think, allowing for the ridiculous turn your
airy wit gives to this firft vifit, that, by your own,
account, he aced like a prudent, ferious and wor-
thy man, as he'is, and li?(e one who thought flathy
comphments beneath him in fo ferlous an affuir
ds this .

* I think, dear niece, this not only a mighty fafe
way, as you call it, of travelling towards the land
of matrimony, but to the land of happinels, with
refped as well to the next world as this. And it
is to be hoped, that the better entertainment youm
fo much wifh for on your journey may not lead you
too much ant of your way, and divert your mind
from the principal view which you onght to have
at your journey’s end. . o o
" In fhorr, I fhould rather have wifhed that you
could bring your mind nearer to his {tandard tha
that he fhould bring down his to your level. An$
you would have found more fatisfa@ion in it than
you ithagine, could yon have brought yourfelf to
a little more of that folemn ‘appearance, which
you treat {o lightly, and which, th;nk, in him is
much more than mere appearance. = ’

Upon the whole, dear niece, I am faorry.that a
woman of virtue and morals, as you are, fhould
treat fo ludicroufly a ferious and piops frame of
mind, in an age wherein good examples are fo

L
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‘rare, and fo much wanted; though at the fame
time, I am far from offering to prefcribe to you in
fo arduous an affair as a hufband ; and wifth you,
and Mr Richards too, fince you are fo differently
difpofed, matched more fuvitable to each other’s
mind than you are like%y to be together: For Iam,

, our truly affe&tionate aunt,

LETTER XXX
A failor to his f«we;tbeart.

My dear Peggy,

I 'F you think of me half fo often as I'do of you’
it will be every hour; for you are never ou®
of my thoughts; and when I am afleep, I con:
ftantly dream of my dear Peggy. I wear my ha
bit of gold always at my heart tied to a blue rib®
bon round my neck; for-true blue, my deareft-
love, is 2 coluor of colours to me. Where, my
deareft, do you put your’s? I hope yon are care-
ful of it: for it would be a bad omen to lofe it, _

Thope you hold in the fame mind ftill, my dear-"
eft dear; for God will never blifs you if you break
the vows you have made to me. As to your ever
faithful William, I would fooner have my heart
torn from my breaft than it fthould harbour a with
for any other woman befides my Peggy. Oh, my
deareft love! you are the joy of my life! my
thoughts are all of you; you are with we in all I
do; and my hopes and my wifhes are only to be
your’s, God fend it may be fo! '

Our captain talks of failing foon for England;
and then, and then, my deareft Peggy ! o
how I rejoice, how my heart beats with delight,
that makes me, I cannot tell how, when I think of
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arriving at England, and joining hands with my Peg-
gy, as we have our hearts before, I hope! I am-
furel fpeak for one. _ A ‘

John Arthur, in the good fhip Elifebath, Cap- ':
tain Winterton, which is returning to England, as
I hope we fhall foon, promifes to deliver this into
your own dear hand ; and he will bring you, too,
fix bottles of citron water, as a token of my-love,
It is fit for the fineft lady’s tafte, it is fo good;
and is, what they fay, ladies drink when they can

et it. ‘

John fays, he will have one fweet kifs of my
deareft Peggy for his care and pains. So let him,
my beft love; for I am not of a jealous temper.
I have a better opinion of my deareft than fo.—
But, oh! that ¥ wasin his place !—One kifs thould
not ferve my turn, though I hope it may his.
Yet if he takes two, I will fergive him; one for
me and one for himfelf. For I'love John dearly;
and fo you may well think. Well, what fhall I
fay more !—or rather, what fhall I fay next? For

I havg an hundred things crouding in upon me .
whenggwrite to my deareft ; and alas! one has fo
few #PPortunities ! but yer I muft leave off; forI

bave written to the bottom of my paper. Love
then to all friends, and duty to both our mothers.
Conclude me, : )

: Your faithful lover till death,

LETTER XXXI
Her anfwer,

Dear William,

: FOR fo I may call you, now we are fure, and fo

my mother fays. This is to let you know, that

nething (hall prevail upon me to alter my prowite
2 S e
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-mdde t6 youl wheff we partéd’; with heavy heares
- ‘enough, that is trie; and yet I had a little inklmg
given me, that Mr Alford’s fon, the carpenter;
. Would bé glad to make love  to mé: but do you
think I would fuffer it? no, indeed! for I doubt
not your 16yalty to me; and do you think I will
not be as loyal to you #—To be fure I will. Theéfé
failors run fuch fad chances, faid oné, that youand
1 both know ; they maé return, and they may not.
Well, T wilk¢ruft in God for thar, who has re-
turned fafe to his ftiends their dear Billy fo many
4 time and often, They will have a miftre(s in
_ evety land they come to, fay they. All are not
fuch naughty men, faid I'; and I will truft Billy
Oliver all the world over, For wKy cannot men
be 4s faithful as women, tro’? And, for me, I am
furé no love fhall\ever touch my heart but your’s,
God fend iis 3 happy meeting! Let who will
- fpeck agninft failors. they are the glory and thé
fafeguard of the land.- And what had become of-
Old England long ago but for them? I am furé
‘the kazy good for-nothing landlubbers would ne-
ver huve proteded us.from our cruel foes. So
famors are and ever thall be, efteemed by me ; and
of all failors my dear Billy’ Oliver. Believe tHis

truth from,

Your faithful, &c.

P. 8. 1 had this letter writ in readinefs to fend

you, as I had opportunity. And the captain’s

. lady undertakes to fend it with her’s. That
is very kind and condefcéending, is it not ?
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LETTER XXXIL

BMifs Molly Smith: to her coufin, giving her an ac-
count of a very remarkable inftance of envy in:
one of her acquaintance; who lived in the city
of York. ’

Dear Coufin,

PROMISED, you know, to write to Iyou, when:

I had any thing to tell you ; and, as I think the
following ftory very extraordinary, I was wiling
to keep my word.

Some time ago there came to- fettle in this city
a lady, whofe name is Difon. We all vifited her s
but the bad fo deei? a melancholy,. arifing, as it
appeared, from a. fettled ftate ot ill health, that
nothing we could do could afford her the leaft
relief, or make her cheerful. In this condition.fhe

kanguithed amongft us five years, till continuing to -

grow worfe and worfe. » '

We all grieved at her fate. Her fleth was
withered away; her appetite decayed by degrees,.
till all food became naufeous to her fight; her
ftrength failed her ; her feet could not fupport her
tottering body, lean and worn away as it was ;. and
we hourly expeéted her death. When at laft the
ene day called her moft intimate friends to her bed-
fide, and, as well as fhe could, fpoke to the follow~

ing purpofe : ¢ 1know you all pity me ; bat, alas™

¢¢ 1 am not fo much the obje& of your pity as your
¢ contempt ; for all my mifery is of my own feek-
% ing, and owing to the wickednefs of my own
¢ mind. 1 had two fifters, with whom I wasbred
“ up; and I have all my lifetime been unhappy
¢¢ for no other caufe but for their fuccefs in the
& world.. When we were young, 1 could nexoss

L3

.

-
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- % eatnor fleep in g;ace when they had either praife
¢ or pleafure. hen weé grew up td be women,
¢ they were both foon married much to their fa-
¢ risfa@ion: This galled me to the- heart; and
¢ though I had feveral good offers, yet, as I did not
¢ think them in all refpects equal to my fitters, I
¢¢ would not accept them; and yet was inwardly
¢ vexed to refufe them, for fear I thould get no
¢ better. Igenerally deliberated {long that I loft
“ my lovers, and then pined for that lofs. I ne-
& yéF oantéll fof 4d§ thing : and was in a fituation
% in whith T might bive been happy if I pleafed.
% My fiftefs loved tite vety well ; for'I concealed,
- % as much as poffible, from them my odious envy ;
% ahd yet, néver did any poor wretch lead fo mi-
¢ férable a life as I have done; for every bleffing
¢ tHey edjoyed Wa¥ a dagget to my heart. It is
é this envy that Has 'cau(gc%'aill my ill health, has

& preyed upon my vety vitals, and will now bring
& me to my grave.” - - ‘
In a few days after this confeffion fhe died ; and
- her words and death made fuch a ftrong impreffion
on fmy mind that I could not help fending you this
relation ; and begging you, my dear Sukey, to re-
mhember how careful we ought to be to curb in
our niinds the very firft rifing of a2 paffion fo de-
teftable 4nd fo fatal, as this proved to poor Mrs
_ Difon. Iknow I have no ¥articular reafon for
piving you this caution ; for I never faw any thing
yot biit what deferved the love and efteem of,

Your ever affe®ionate coufin,

M. Sx1ts,
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LETTER XXXIL

The following létter is from an unknown lady to a
young gentleman, on whom fbe had unfortunately

- fixed her dffections: but as fhe never had it in her
power to make_any proper impreffions on him,.or
a better opportunity of having her inclinations
Jignified to him, fbe wrote as follows.

SIR, :

RELY. on your goodnefs to redrefs and conceal
the misfortunes I now labour under; but, oh!
with what words fhall I declare a paffion which I
bluth to own ? It is now a year and a half fince
firft 1 faw, and (muft I fay ?) loved you, and fo
long have I {trove to forget you; but frequent .
fights of what I could not but admire have madée
my endeavours prove vain. | dare not fubfcribe
to this letter, left it fhould fall into hands that mayt -
poflibly expofe it; but if you, Sir, have any curi- .
ofity to defire or know who I am, I fhall be in the’
Eark to-morrow exaétly at.two o’clock. I cannot
_ but be under apprehenfions, left you fhguld come -
more out of curiofity than compaffion; but, hows<

ever, that you may have fome notion of me, if you -

do come, 1 will give you a thort defcription of my
perfon, which is tall and {lender, my eyes and-hair
dark; perhaps you will think mie vain when I tell
you, that my perfon altogether is what the flat-
tering world calls handfome; and as to my ford,
tune, I believe you will have no reafon to find
fault with it. I doubt you will think fuch a de-
claration as this from a woman ridiculous ; burt,
you will confider, it is cuftom, not mature, that
makes it fo.. My' hand trembles fo, while I writ
that 1 believe you can hardly readiva . -
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LETTER XXXIV.

Fhe gentleman did not give himfelf the trouble o
meet the lady, but took greaf pains to expofe and
ridicule her letter, though reproved for it by his
acquaintance ; which coming to the lady’s know~
ledge, fbe fent him the following. )
SIR,

Y OU will the more eafily pardon this fecond:

trouble from a flighted correfpondent, when:

I affure you it fhall be the laft. '

A paffion like mine, vielent enough to break
through cuftomary decorums, cannot be fuppofed
to grow calm at once; but I hope I fhall undergo: *
no feverer trials, or cenfures, than what I have
done, by taking this opportunity of difcharging
the remains of a tendernefs, which I have fo un-
fortunately and imprudently indulged. I would
not complain of your ankindnefs and want of ges
merofity in expofing my letter, becaufe the man:
that is {fo unworthy of a weman’s love is too . in-
confiderate for her refentment; but I can’t for-
bear atking you, What could induce you te publiflr
my letter, and fo cruelly to fport with the mifery:
of a perfon whom you knew nothing worfe of, than
that fhe entertained too.good, too fond,.an opinion:
of you? L

For your own fake I'am loath to: fpeak- it, but
fuch condu& cannot be accounted for but from
cruelty of mind, a vanity of temper, and am: in<
curable defed of underftanding. - But. whatfoever
be the reafon, amidft all my difappointments, I -
eannot but think myfelf happy in not fubfcribing
ay name; for you might, perhaps, bave thought

1y name a fige trophy to grace your triumph after
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the conqueft; and how great my confufion muft
have been, to' bé expofed to the fcorn, or at leaft
to the pity, of the world, I may guefs from the
mortifications I now feel from feeing my declara-
tions and profeffions returned without fuccéfs, and
in being convinced, by the rafh experiment I have
‘made, that my affetions have been placed without
difcrétion. }'¥ow ungenerous your behaviour hath
.been, I had rather you wére told by the gentlé:
men,; (who I hear univerfally condemn it,{\thafg
force myfelf to fay any thing fevere. But although
their kind fenfe of the affair muft yield me fome fa<
tisfaltien under iny prefent uneafinefs, yet it far:
nifhes me with a freRn evidence of my own weak:
nefs, in lavilhing my elteem upon the perfon that
leaft deferved it. :

I hope the event will give me reafon, not only
to forgive, but to thank you for this ill ufagel
That pretty face, which I have fo often: viewed .

_ with a miffaken admiration, I believe I fhall be ablé
to look on with an abfolute indiférence ; and time}
I am fenfible, will abundantly convince me, thit
your features are all the poor amends which Na-
ture hath made you for your want of underftafide
ing, and teach me to confider thém only as a de:
cent cover for the emptinéfs anad deformity withis,
To cut off all hopes of your difcoverirg whio I aif;
if you db not yet kifow; I have taken care to cons
vey this by a different hand frony the formeér lettets
for which I am obliged td a friend, on whofe good®
hefs and fidelity I can fafely rely. And it is my
laft requeft, that you would make this Jetter as
public as you kave done the former: If you do not, -
there are other copies ready to be difperfed; for
‘though I utterly defpair of ever fhowing it to your-
felf, yet I am very fure of making it plain to eve-
ry one elfe that you are a coxcomb, Adied.

-



10 THE COMPLETE

"+ . LETTER XXXV.
Lydia to Harriot, a lady newly married.

" My dear Harriot,

IF thou art fhe, but oh, how fallen ! how chan.
ged,! what an apoftate! how loft to all that’s
gav and agreeable ! To be married, I find, is to be
uried alive; I can’t conceive it more difmal to be
fhut up in a vault to converfe with the fhades of
my anceftors, than to be carried down to an old
manor-houfe in the country, and confined to the
converfation of a fober hufband and an agkward
chambermaid. For variety, I fuppofe you may
entertain yourfelf with madam in the grogram
gown, the fpoufe of your parifli vicar, who has,
by this time, I am fure, well furnithed you with
receipts for making falves and poflets, diftilling
cordial waters, making fyrups, aud applying poul-
tices. -

Bleffed folitude ! 1 wifth thee joy, my dear,. of
thy loved retirement, which, indeed, you would
perfuade me is very agreeable, and different enough
from what I have here defcribed. But, child, I
am afrgid thy brains are a little difordered with
romances and novels. After fix month’s marriage
to hear thee talk of love, and paint the country
fcenes fo foftly, is a little extravagant; one would
think you lived the lives of the fylvan deities, or -
roved among the walks of paradife like the firft
happy pair. But, prithee, leave -thefe whimfies,

. and come to town, in order to live and talk like
other morials. However, as I am extremely in-
terefted in your reputation, I would willingly give
you a little good advice at your firft appearance
wnder the charadter of a married woman. ’Tis a
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little infolent in me, perhaps, to advife a matron;
but I am fo afraid you’ll make fo filly a figure asa.
fond wife, that I cannot help warning you not to
appear in any public place with your hufband, and
never to faunter about St. James’s Park together.
If you prefume to enter the Ringat Hyde Park to-
gether, you are ruined for ever; nor muft you
take the lea{t notice of one another at the play-
houfe or opera, unlefs you would be laughed at
as a very loving couple, moft happily pairedin the
yock of wedlock. I would recommend the exam-
ple of an acquaintance of ours to your imitatien :
fhe is the moft negligent and fafhionable wife in
the world; fhe is hardly ever feen in the fame
place with her hufband; and if they happen to
meet; you would think them perfe& ({rangers. She
never was heard to name him in'his abfence, and
takes care he fhall not be the fubje® of any dif-
courfe that fhe has a fhare in. I hope you will
propofe this lady as a pattern, though 1 am very
much afraid you will be fo filly to think Porcia,
.Sabina, &c. Roman wives, much brighter exame.
les. I wifh it may never come into your head to
1mitate thofe antiquated creatures fo far as to come
into public in the habit as well as the air of a Re-
man matron. You make already the entertainment
at Mrs. Modifh’s tea-table; fhe fays fhe always
thought you a difcreet perfon, and qualified to.
manage a family with admirable prudence. She
dies to fee what demure and ferious airs wedlock
has given to you ; but fhe fays fhe fhall never for~
give your choice of fo gallant a man as Bellmour,
to transform him to a mere fober hufband; it was
unpardonable. You fee, my dear, we all eavy
your happinefs, and no perfon more than
Your humble fervant,
Lyoia,
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LETTER XXXVIL

Harriot’s anfwer to the above.

E not in pain, good Madam, for my appear-
ance in town; I fhall frequent no public pla-
ces, or make any vifits, where the chatalter of a
modeft wife is ridiculous, As for your wild ratl-
lery on matrimony, it is all hypocrify. You and
all the handfome young women of your acquaint-
ance fhow themfelves to no other purpofe than to
gain a conqueft over fome man of worth, in order
- to heftow your charms and fortune on him. There
is no indecency.in the confeflion, the defign is mo-
deft and honourable, and all your affetation can. -
not difguife it. o
I am married, and have no other concern but
to pleafe the man I love; he is the end of every
care I have; if I drefs; it is for him; if I read a
~ poem-or a play, it is to qualify myfelf for a con- -
ver{atlon agreeable to his tafte: he is almoft the
. end of my devation ; half my prayers are for his
happinefs. Ilove to talk of him, and never hear
him named, but with pleafure and emotion. I am
your friend, and with your happinefs; but am forry
to fee, by the air of your letter, that there'area fet
of women who are got into the common-place rail-
lery of every thing that is fober, decent, and pro-
per. Matrimony and the clergy are the topics of
people of little wit and no underﬂmdix}g. Town
to you I have learned of the vicar’s wife all you
tax me with. She is a difcreet, ingenious, plea-
fant, pious woman; I wifh fhe had the handling
of you and Mrs. Modifh ; you would find, if you
were too free with her, the would make you blufh,
as much as it you had never been fine ladies. The
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vicar, Madam, is fo kind as to vifit my hufband,

and his agreeable converfation has brought him ro

enjoy many fober bappy hours, when even I am

fhut out, and my dear hufband is entertained only

with his own thoughts. Thefe things, dear Ma-.

dam, will be lafting fatisfaltipns, when the fine

ladies, and the caxcombs by whom thiey form them-

felves, are irreparably ridiculous, ridiculous even

in old age. Iam,.

Madam,
Your moft humble fervant,

Harzior.

LETTER XXXVIL

[ The following pretty entertaining letter was writ- A
ten by our poet Waller to the Lady Sidney, on
the marriage of her fifter.] :

To my Lady Lucy Sidney, upon the marriage of my
Lody Dorothy to my Lord Spenfer. :

Madam,

N the common joy at Penfhur{t ¥, I know none
to whom complaints may come lefs unfeafonable
than to your Ladythip; the lofs of a bedfellow be-
ing almoft equal to that of a miftrefs ; and therefore
you ought at leaft to pardon, if you confent not
to the imprecations of the deferted, which juft
Heaven, no doubt, will hear !
iMay my Lady Dorothy (if we may yet call her
fo) fuffer as much, and have the like paffion for
this young Lord, whom fhe has preferred to the reft
of mankind, as others have had for her; and may
this love, before the year goes about, make her
tafte of the firft curfe impofed en womankind, the

* They were married, as we are informed, at Penthurft, July sx,

1639.
M
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pains of becoming a mother ! may her firft-born
be none of her own fex ! nor fo like her, but that
he may refemble her Lord as much as herfelf.
. May fhe, that always affected filence and retired-
nefs, have the houfe filled with the noife and num-
ber of her children, and hereafter of her grand-
children ! and then may fhe arrive at that great
curfe fo much declined by fair ladies,—old age !
May fhe live to be very old, and yet feem young;
be told fo by her glafs, and have no achs to inform
her of the truth ! and when fhe fhall appear to be
mortal, may her Lord not mourn for her, but go
hand in hand with her to that place where, we are
told, there is neither marrying ner giving in mar-
riage; that being there divorced, we may have all
an equal intereft in her again ! My revenge being
immortal, I wifh all this may alfo befal their po-
fterity to the world’s.end, and afterwards.
To you, Madam, I wiflr all good things ; and
“that this lofs may in good time be bappily fupplied
with @ more conftant bedfellow of the other fex.
Madam, I humbly kifs your hand, and beg par-
don for this trouble from your Ladyfhip’s moft
humble, '
- Epxunp WaLLer,
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_LETTER XXXVIIL

[The wit and fpirit which gave Lady Mary Wort-_ .
ley Montague, during her life, fuch rank in the
polite world, was in no inftance more happily
difplayed than in the following letter. ~We
think the polite reader will be of opinion with
us, that there is'no letter in the collection late~
ly publithed, and fuppofed to have been wrote
by the fame lady, where the life and fpirit of
the writer is to be more admired, or the fenti-
ments noze approved.]

.
Aletter from Lady Mary Wortley Montague, a-
gainft a maxim of Monf. Rochefoucalt’s, ¢« That
marriages are convenicnt, but yever delightful.”’

IT appears very bold in me to attempt to deftroy
- a2 maxim eftablifhed by fo celebrated a genius
as Monf, de Rechefoucault, and implicitely recei-
ved by a nation which calls itfelf the only perfe&-
ly polite in the world, and which has, for fo long
a time, given Jaws of gallantry to all Europe. -
But, full of the ardour which the truth infpires,
I dare to advance the contrary, and to aflert bold-
ly, that it is marriage-love only that can be de-
lightful to a good mind. )
We cannot tafte the fweets of perfe® love but
in a well-fuited marriage. Nothing fo much dif-
tinguifhes a little mind as to ftop at words. What
fignifies that cuftom (for which we fee very - good
reafons) of making the name of hufband and wife
ridiculous ? A hufband fignifies, in the general in-
terpretation, a jealous mortal, a quarrelfome ty-
rant, or a good fort of fool, on whom we may im-
pofe any thing ; a wife is a domeQic dxmon, Hra
*
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to this poor man to deceive and torment him. The
conduét of the generality of people fufficiently juf-
tifies thefe two charaders. Rut 1 fay again, what
fignify words ? a well-regulated marriage is not
‘like thofe of ambition and interelt; it is two lovers
who live togethep.:. Lat a prieft. pronounce cer-
tain words, let an attorney fign certain papers; I
look upon thefe preparations as a lover does on a
‘ladder of cords that he fixes to the window of his
- miftrefs.

I know there are fome people of falfe delicacy,
who maintain that the pleafures of love are only
due to difficulties and dangers. They fay very wit-
tily the rofe would not be the rofe without thorns,
and a thoufand other trifles of that nature, which
inake fo little impreflion on my mind, that I am
perfuaded, was I a lover, the fear of hurting her
I loved would make me unhappy, if the pofleflion
was accompanied with dangers to her. The life
of married lovers is very different; they pafs it
in a chain of mutual obligations and marks of be-
nevelence, and have the pleafure of forming the
entire happinefs of the object beloved; in which
point I place perfed enjoyment. C -

The moft trifling cares of economy become ne-
ble and delicate when they are heightened by fen-
timents of tendernefs. To furnifh a room is o
longer-furnifhing a room, it is ornamenting -the

lace where I expect my lover ; to order a fupper

is not fimply giving orders to a cook, it is amufing

myfelf in regaling- him I love, Thefe neteflary

occupations, regarded in this light by a lover, are

.plealli)fres infinitely more fenfible and lively than

cards and public places, vhich make the happinefs

- of the multitude incapable of true pleafure. A

-paffion happy and contented fofters every move-

ment of the foul, and gilds each' object that we
- JOUk o1, c o . :

n . .
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To a happy lover, (I mean one married to his
miftrefs,) if he has any employment, the fatigues
of the camp, the embarraflments of a court, every
thing becomes agreeable, when he can fay to him-
felf, it is to ferve her 1 love. If fortune is fa-
vourable, (for that does not depend.on merit,) and'

.gives fuccefs to his undertaking, all the advantages
he receives are offerings due to her charms; and
be finds, in. the fuccefs of his ambition, pleafure
much more lively, and worthy a noble mind, than
that of raifing his fortune,” or of being applauded:
by the public. He enjoys his glory, his rank, his
riches, but as they regard her he loves; and it is

_ her lover fhe hears praifed when he gains the ap-

probation of the parliament, the praifes of the ar-

-my, or the favour of the prince. In misfortune,.
it is his confolation to retire to a perfon who feels-
his. forrow, and to fay to himfelf in her armsg,
¢ My happinefs does not depend on'tha caprice of
¢ Fortune; here is my affured afylum againft all
¢ grief; your efteem -makes me infenfible to- the

¢ injuftice of a court, or the ingratitude of a maf-

“ ter. Ifeel a fort of pleafure in the lofs of my
¢ eftate, as that misfortune gives me new proofs
¢ of your virtue and.tendernefs. . How little de-
¢ fireable'is grandeur to perfons already happy ?
“ We have no need of flatterers or equipage;. I
“ reign. in your heart, and I poffefs in your per-.
¢¢ fon all the delights of Nature.” -In fhort, there

is no fituation of which the melancholy may not be
foftened by the company of the perfon. we love.

Even an:illnefs is not without its pleafures, when

we are attended by one we love. .1 flould never
have done,. was I'to give you a. detail of all the
charms of an union in which we find, at once, all
that flatters the fenfes:in the moft delicate and moft
extended pleafure; but I cannot conclude without
meationing the fatisfaction of feeipg each &y -

3
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creafe the amiable pledgés of “our tender triend-
1hip; “and the ogitg'ipa;ions of improving them ac-
tording to theit“different fexes. We abandon our-
felves td thé tendet inflin@ of Nature refined by
Jové. We admire in the daughter the beauty of
the mother, and refpe&t in the fon the appearances
of underftanding and natural probity which we
‘efteem in the father. Itis a pleafure, of which God -
‘himfelf (according to Mofes) was fenfible, when
-feeing what he had done, he found it good.
. A.propos of Mofes, the firft plan of happinefs
‘infinitely ‘furpafled all others; and I cannot form
to myfelf an-idea of Paradife more delightful than
‘that {tate in which our firft parents were placed.
That did.not laft, becaufe they did not know the
‘world ; (which is the true reafon that there are fo
‘few love-matches happy.) * Eve may be confidered
“as afoolith child,’and Adam ‘as a man very little
enlightenéd.- When' people-of that fort meet, they
‘may, perhaps, be amorous at firft, but that can-
not laft. They form -t&-themfelves, in- the vio-
lence of their paffions, ideas above nature; a man
thinks his miftrefs -an ‘angel, becaufe fhe is hand-
fome ; .2 woman ijs inchanted ‘with the merit of
‘her lover,’ hecaufe he adores’ her. = The firft
~change of héer complexion takes from him his ado-
ration, and the hufband ceafing to adore her, be-
comes hateful to her, who had no other founda-
tion for her love; by dcfg‘rees they are difgufted
with one another, and, after-the example of our
fir(t parents, they ‘throw on each other the crime
“of their mutual weaknefs ; afterwards coldnefs and
contempt follow a great pace, and they believe
they muft hate each other becaufe they are marri-
ed; their fmalleft faults are magnified in each o-
ther’s fight, and they are blinded to their mutual
perfeftions. A commence eftablifhed upon paflion
‘can have no-other attendants, - A man when he
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marries his miftrefs ought to forges that fhe thén
appears adorable to him; to confider that fhe is
but a fimple mortal, fubje& to difeafes, caprice,
and ill-humour. He muft prepare his conftancy
“to fupport the lofs of her beauty, and colleét a
fund of complacency, which is neceffary for the
continual converfation of the perfon who is moft
agreeable, and the leaft unequal. The woman,
on her fide, muft not expe& a continuance of flat-
_teries and obedience. "She muft difpofe herfelf te
-obey agreeably; a fcience very difﬁcu]t, and, of
confequence, of great merit to a man capable of
feeling - She mult ftrive to heighten the charms
‘of a miftrefs by the good fenfe and folidity of a
friend. When two perfons, prepofleffed with fer-
timents fo reaforable, are united by eternal ties,
-all nature fmiles vpon them, and the conimon ob.
jects become charming,. '
I efteem much the morals of the Turks, an ig-
norant people, but very polite, in my opinion. A
‘gallant convifted of hiving ‘debauched a married
‘woman is looked upon by them with the fame bot-
‘ror as an abandoned woman by ‘us ; he'is fure ne-
‘ver to make his fortune; and every one would be
-athamed to c&iVe a confiderable employment to a
-man fufpe&ed of being guilty of fo enormous-a
.crime.—What would they fay in that moral na-
tion, were they to fee one of our anti-knights er-
rants, who are always in purfuit of adventures to
put innocent young women in diftrefs, and to ru-
in the honour of women of fafhion? who regard
beauty, youth, rank, and virtue, but as fo many
fpurs to incite their defire to ruin, and who place
all their glory in appearing artful feducers, fof-
getting, that, with all their care, they can nevér
attain but to the fecond rank, the devils having
been long fince in poffeffion of the firft ? :
‘T own, that our barbarous minners are (o W)
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calculated for the eftablifhment of vice and mifery,
(which is infeparable from it,) that they muft have
hearts and heads infinitely above the common to
enjoy the felicity of a marriage fuch as I have de-
fcribed. Nature is fo weak, and fo given to
change, that it is difficult to fupport the beft found-
ed conftancy amid(t thofe many diffipations that
our ridiculous cuftoms have rendered inevitable.
. A hufband who loves his wife is in pain to fee her
‘take the liberties which fafhion allows ; it appears
hard to refufe them to her, and he finds himfelf -
obliged to conferm himfelf to the polite manners.
of Europe ; to fee, every day, her-hands a prey-
to every one who will take them; tohear her dif-
pPlay to the whole werld the charms of her wit;:
to fhow her neck.in full day ; to drefs for balls
and fhows to attra& admirers, and to liften to the
idle flattery of a thoufand fops. Can any man
fupport his efteem for a creature fo public? or,.
at leaft, does fhe not lofe much of her merit 2

-To return to the oriental maxims, where the:
moft beautiful women content themfelves with li-- -
miting the power of their charms to him who. has
a right to enjoy them; they have.too much ho-
nour to wifh to make other men miferable, and:
are too fincere not to own they: think themfelves.
capable of exciting paflion.

I remember a converfation I had with a lady of
great quality at Conftantinople, the moft amiable-
woman I ever knew in my life, and for whom I
had afterwards the moft tender friendihip; fhe:
owned ingenioufly to me, that fhe was content
with ber hufband. Whar libertines you Chriftian-
women are ! (fhe faid;) it is permitted to you to
receive vifits from as many men as you pleafe;.
and your laws permit you, without limitation, the
ufe of wine. Iaflured her fhe was very much mife
informed; that it was tpue we received vifits, but -
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thofe vifits were full of form and refpec, and that
it was a crime to hear-a man talk of -love, or for
us to love any other than our hufbands. * Your
¢ hufbands are very good {faid fhe, laughing) to
¢ content themfelves: with fo limited a fidelity.
¢ Your eyes, your hands, your converfation, are
¢¢ for the public, and what do you pretend to re-
¢ ferve for them ? Pardon me, my beautiful fult-
¢ ana,” fhe added, embracing me, ¢ I have all
¢ poffible inclination to believe what'you fay, bit
¢ you would impofe upon me impoffibilities, - I
¢« know the amorous complexion of you infidels,
¢ I fee you are afhamed of them, and 1 will never

“¢ mention them to you more.” .
1 found fo much good fenfe and truth in all the
faid, that I could fcarcely contradi:her; and I
owned at fir(t, that fhe had reafons to prefer the
morals of the Muflulmen to our ridiculous cuf-
.toms, which are furprifingly oppofite to the fevere
-maxims of Chriftianity. And, notwithftanding our
foolith manners, I am of opinion, that a woman,
-determined to find her happinefs in the love of her
‘hufband, muft give up the extravagant defire of
-being admired by the public; and that a hufband
who loves his wife muft deprive himfelf of the re¢-
‘putation of being a gallant at court. You fee that
ffuppofe two perfons very extraordinary; it is
-not, then, very furprifing fuch ari:union thould
‘be rate in a country where it is neceflary, in or-
‘der to be happy, to defpife the eftablifhed maxims.

! ’ ‘I am’ &e. ’
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From a lady to a gentleman, who had obtained all
her friends’ confent, urging him to decline his
JSuit to her. ‘

" SIR,

YOU have often importuned me to return marks
of that confideration for you which you pro-
fefs for me. As my parents, to whom I owe all
duty, encourage your addrefs, I with I could. ¥
am hardly treated by them, becaufe I cannot. What
fhall 1 do ? Let me apply to you, Sir, for my re-
lief, who have much good fenfe, and, I hope, ge-
nerofity. . Yes, Sir, let me befpeak your bhumani-
ty to me, and juftice to yourfelf, in this point;
-and that fhall be all I will atk in my favour. I
own you deferve a much better wife than ever E
fhall make; but yet, as love is not in one’s own.
ower, if 1 have the misfortune to know I cannot
{’ove you, will not juftice to yourfelf, if not pity
to me, oblige you to abandon your prefent pur-
pofe? - ;
But as to myfelf, Sir, why, fhould you make a
goo'r creature unhappy in the difpleafure of all
er friends at prefent, and ftill more unhappy, if,
to avoid that, the gives up her perfon, where fhe
cannot beftow her heart ? If you love me, as you
profefs, let me afk you, Sir, is it for my fake, or
is it your own 2 If for mine, how can it be,
when I muft be miferable, if I am forced to mar-
ry where I cannot love ? If for your own, reflet,
Sir, on the felfifhnefs of your love, and judge if
it deferves from me the return you wifh.
How fadly does this love already operate! You
love me {o well that you make me miferable in the:
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anger of my deareft friends!{—Your love has al-

ready made them think me undutiful ; and, inftead

of the fondnefs and endearment I-ufed to be treat-
ed with by them, I meet with nothing but chidings,

frawns, flights, and difpleafure.

And what is this love of your’s to do for me
hereafter ? Why, hereafter, Sir, it will be
turned into hatred, or indifference at leaft: for
then, though I cannot give you my heart, I fhall
have given you a title to it, and you will have a
lawful claim to its allegiance. May it not then,
nay, ought it not to be treated on the foot of a
rebel, and expe& punifhment as fuch, inftead of
tendernefs ? Even were 1 to be treated with mer-
<y, ‘with goodnefs, with kindnefs, by you, and
could not deferve or return it, what a wretch
would your love make you! How weuld it in-
volve me in the crying f{in of ingratitude ! How
would it deftroy my reputation in the world’s eye,
that the beft of hufbands had the worft of wives !
the kindeft of men the unkindeft of women !

Ceafe then, I befeech you, this hopelefs, this
cruel purfuit ! Make fome worthier perfon
-happier in your addreffes, that can be happy in
them ! By this means, you will ref{tore me Sif
you decline as of your own motion) to the condi=
tion you found me in, the love of my parents, and
the efteem of my friends. If you really love me,
this may be a hard tafk, but it will be a moft ge-
nerous one—~And there is fome reafon to expe&t
it; for who that truly loves withes to make the
obje@ of his love miferable ? This muft I be, if
vou perfift in your addreflfes ; and I fhall know by
your condu&@, on occafion of this uncommon re-.

queft, how to confider it, and in what light to
place you, either as the moft generous or the mofk
ungenerous of men, Mean time, I am, Sir, molt
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héartily, though I cannot be what you would have

me, . :
Your wellwifher, and humble fervant.

LETTER XL.

The gentleman’s anfwer to the lady’s uncommon re-
quef?, '

Dear Madam,

I AM exceedingly concerned that I cannot be as
acceptable -to you as I have the good fortune.

to find myfelf to your honoured parents. If, Ma-
dam, I-had reafon-te think it was owing to your.
‘prepofleflionin fome happier man’s favour, I fhould
utterly ‘defpair of it, and fhould really think it
would be unjuft to myfelf, and ungenerous to you,
to continue my addrefs. As therefore you have,
by your appeal to me, in fo uncommon a way,
endeavoured to make me a party againft myfelf,
and I have fhown fo much regard to you as to be
willing .to oblige you-as far as I can, may I not
hope the favour of you to declare generoufly, whe-
ther I owe my unhappinefs to fuch a prepofletfion,
and whether your heart is given to fome other ?
If this be the cafe, you {hall find all you wifh on
my part; and I fhall take a pride to plead againft
myfelf, let me fuffer ever fo much by it, to your
father and mother ; but if not, and you have ta-
ken any other difgufls to my perfon or béhaviour,
that there may be hope my utmoft affection and
afliduity, or a contrary condu&, may, in time,
. get the betcer of, let me implore you to permit
me {lill to continue my zealous refpeds to you;
for this I will fay, that there is not a man in the
world who can addrefs you with a f{incerer and
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more ardent flame, than; dear Madam, your af-
fediionate admirer,- and bumble fervant,

LETTER XLL

The lady’s reply, in caft of a prepoffeffion.
SIR, , '

I THANK you for your kind aflurance, that you
will. befriend ;me .in, the mannerI with; and I
think I owe it to your generofity to declare, there
is a perfon in the world, sthat, might I be left to
my own choice, I fhould prefer to all other men.
To thisy Sir, it is owing that your addrefs cannot
meet with the return it might otherwife deferve
from me. Yet are things fo circumftanced, that
while my friends prefer you, and know nothing

" of the other, I fhould find it very difficult to ‘ob-

tain their confents. ‘But your generous difconti~
nuance, without giving them the true.reafon for
it, will lay an obligation, greater than I can ex-
prefs, on

Your meft humble fervant.

LETTER XLIL

The lady’s rcply; in cafe of no prepoffeffion, or that

Jhechufes not to avow it.

S 1R,

I AM forry to fay that my difapprobation of your
addrefs is infuperable.—Yet 1 cannot but think
myfelf beholden to you for the generofity of your
anfwer to my earneft requeft. I muft beg you,
Sir, to give over your application; but how can

-1 fay, while I cannot help being of tris winddoax.
R . S
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it is, or is not, owing to a prepofleffion; when
you declare, that in the one inftance (and that is
very generous too) you will oblige me, but in the
other you will not? If I cannot return love for
love, be the motive what it will, pray, Sir, for
your own fake, as well as mine, difcontinue your
addrefs.—In cafe of prepoffeflion, you fay you can,
and you will oblige me. Let my unworthinefs,
Sir, have the fame effet upon you as if that pre-
pofleflion were to be avowed. This will infpire
me with a gratitnde that will always make me

Your moft obliged fervant.
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Familiar LETTERS of Ad§i¢e and Inftruc-
tion, &-¢. in many concerns of life.

LETTER L 5

A letter from Yudge Hale, Lord Chief Fuftice of
England, to his children, on the ferious obferva.
tion of the Lord’s day, (commanly called Sunday, )
when he was dn a journey, which well-deferves
our attention. ) .

I AM now come well to —, from whence I in-
tend to write fomething to you on 'thg'obfcr-”

vance of ‘the Lord’s day; and this 1 do for thefe

reafons ; 1/, Becaufe it has pleafed God to caft
my lot fo, that I am to reft at this place on this
day, and the confideration therefore of that duty
is proper for me and you, viz. the work fit for
that day. 24ly, Becaufe I have, by long and
found experience, found, that the due obfervance
of that day, and the duties of it, has been of fin-
gular comfort and- advantage to me; and I doubt
not but it will prove fo to you. God Almighty is.
the Lord of our time, and lends it us; and it.is
but juft we fhould confecrate this part of that time
to him; for I have found, by a {tri& and diligent
obfervation, that a due obfervance of the duvy %
. A\ *
™M q
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this day has ever had joined to it 2 bleffing on the
reft of my time; and the week that hath been fo
begun has been blefled and profperous to me. On
the other; fide, when I have been negligent of the
dpty of this day, the reft of the week has been un-
fuccefsful and unhappy to my own fecular employ-
ments ; fo that ] could eafily make an eftimate of
my fucceffes the week following by the manner of
my paffing this day ; and this Ido not write light-
l{) or inconfiderately, but upon a leng and found
obfervation and experience. o ' :

LETTER IL

Tbe Lord of Skrafford to his fon, juft before his
L Lordbip’s execution, ' i
- My dearelt Wi, .
THESE ire the laft Iinés that you are to re

ceive from a father that tenderly loves you.

I wilh there was a greater leifure to impart my
mind unto you'; but our merciful God will fupply
&l things by hié grace, and will guide and protect
§ou in‘afl your ways ; to- whote infinite goodnefs
‘bequeath you ; and therefore benot difcouraged,
But ferve him, "and truft in him; and he will pre-
ferve and profper you in all things, Be fure yow
-give all refpefgs to my wife, that hath ever had a
reat-love unto you, and therefore it will be welk ~
Yecoming you. Never be wanting in your love
and care to your fifters, but let them ever be moft
dear unto you: for this will give others caufe to
élteen and refpe@ you for it, and is a duty that

you owe them in the memory of your excellént

" mether and myfelf. Therefore your care and af-

fection to them muft be the very fame that you
are to bave of yourfelf ; and the like regard muft
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~ you have to yoir-youngeft fifter ; for indeed you
owe it ber alfo, both faor her father and mother’s
fake. Sweet Will, be careful to take the advice
of thofe friends, who are, by me, defired to ad-
vife you for your education. Serve God diligent-
ly morning and evening, and recommend yourfelf:
unto him, and have him before your eyes in alt
your ways. With patience hear the inftru&ions
of thofe friends 1 leave with yon, and diligently:
follow their counfel. For, till you come by time:
to have experience in the world, it will be far
" more fafe to truft to their judgment than your
own. Lofe.not the time of your youth, but gas’
ther thofe feéds of virtue and knowledge which
may be of ufe to yourfelf, and. comfert to your
friends, for the reft of your life. And that this:
may be the betier effe@ted, atténd thereto with
patience, and be fure te eorred and refrain your-
felf from anger, Suffer not forrow to caft yow
down, but with cheerfulnefs and good ¢ourage go- .
on the race you have to run in all fobriety and:
truth. Be fure with an hallowed care to have re-
fpect to all the commandments of God, and give
not yourfelf te neglect them in the leaft thing, left,
by degrees, you come to forget them in the great-
éft; for the heart of man is deceitful abave all;
things. And in all your duties and devotiens to-
wards God, rather perform them joyfully than
penfively ; for God loves a cheerful giver. For -
your religion, let it be dire&ed according to that
which fhall be taught by thofe who are in God’s
church, the proper teachers thereof, rather than
that you either fancy one to yourfelf, or be led
by men that are fingular in their own opinion,
and delight to go ways of their own finding out =
for you will certainly find fobernefs and truth in
_ the-one, and much unfteadinefs and vanity in the
other. The King, L truft, will dea ggraciondy
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with _you: reftore you thofe hgnours, and that
fortune, which a diftempered time hath deprived
you of, together with the life of your father;
which 1 rather advife might be by a new gift and
creation from himfelf than by any other means,.
to the end you may pay the thanks to him, with-
.out having obligations to, any other. Be fure to
avoid, as much as you can, to inquire after thofe
that have been fharp in their judgments toward
me, and I charge .you never to fuller thoughts of
revenge to enter-into your heart; but be careful
to be informed who were my friends in this pro--
fecution, and to them apply yourfelf to make them
* your friends alfo ; and on fuch you may rely, and
g,eﬂow much of your converfation among them.
And God Almighty, of his infinite goodnefs,” blefs
you and your children’s children: and his fame
goodnefs blefs your fifters in like manner; perfe&
you in every good work, and give you a right un-
derftanding in all things. Amen.
' Your moft loving father,
%‘. WENTWORTS..

LETTER IL

From a g‘entlemcﬂ at Lifbon, immeiiately after the:
" earthquake, te his fon in London.

My dear Som,

ERE you receive this fromr your unhappy father,
_ you will have heard of the deftruéion of this
place, and of the calamitous fituation of its few
remaining miferable inhabitants. God,. in his in--
finite mercy, proteét us! All that you have heard
will fall fhort of what I have feen; for no words
have energy fufficient to convey an idea of a fcene
- fo amazingly dreadful.—Your peor mother is no
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more ! afk me not for your fifters l———and,
as for myfelf, I-am a vapabond, and condemned
to feek my}bi'?ad from thofe who can ill afford to
feed me. But ¢¢ the Lord gave, and the Lord hath-
¢ taken away.”——I am fatisfied——All may be
for thebefl, and eur friends are, I doubt not, re-
moved to a more permanent city, whofe founda-
tions are not to be fhaken, and where forrow is
no more. Let us, my dear child prepare to fols
low them; and that we may do fo, let us live
here that we may fear no diflolution, nor dread
what may happen hereafter, Let us always be
repared for the worft, and not depend on a death-
ged repentance; for you fee we have not a mos -
ment that we can call our own. St. AusTiN fays,
¢« We read of one man‘who was faved at the laft
¢ hour, that none may dcfPaif; and of but one,
¢ that none may prefume.”” How unfafe, how:
foolifh, therefore, is it to put off that until to-
morrow, -which is fo eflentially neceffary to be-
done to-day ! To-morrow may neyer come !—Oh -
think of that ! you may be fnatched away in an
inftant, as thoufands here have been, for Yere is
no withftanding the arm of the Almighty: No !
the attempt would be vain, would be prefumptu-
ous, would be impious: and you wiﬁ find, my
dear fon, &I hope not too late) that the only fecus
rity againft accidents ‘of this fort is the leading a
religious and good life. Tam ~ - _
Your truly affeionate father."

LETTER IV.

To Amelia, with a gold thimble,
Bept, 38. 1764,

, CAN you believe me, my little friend, when L
fay that the prefent I now make you ooy e
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of more fervice to you in the courfe of your life
than'the ring of. Gyges, and that I deferve your
thanks as much as if I had given you the cap of
Fortunatus. Perhaps you may have heard only
. of the latter, I will explain to you the virtues of
the ring. This, my little fair, would render. you
invifible whenever you chofe to be fo ; you might
then range through the apartments of your play-
- fellows unfeen, play ten thoufand little tricks,
which at’prefent is not in your power to do; but,
indeed, the greateft advantages of the ring are re-
- ferved for another age, when ycu may be prefent
with your lover, and difcover the true fentiments
-of his heart, perplex your rival, hide her Bruffels
. and her jewels the night before a-ball, and tor-
ment her. with all the arts of ingenious mifchief.
Thefe are advantages which at prefent, perhaps,
may not tempt you : the cap, as { can eafily ima-
gine, to be rather the obje& of your wifhes ; but
tell me, you fay, how this thimble can be of fo
infinite fervice ? )

At your age, my little friend, employment is
-of tbq.g*.—qoﬁ ufe: to be bufy, if it be not learn.
ing to be virsuous, will at leaft protet you from
the contrary impreflions,” Whilft your imagina.
tion is employed how beft to fhade a rofe, or your
fancy determines the colours of the various parts
of your work, vanity will fcarce have time to
whifper in your ear, that. you have more beauty
than another, or infpire you with too early a love
of gaiety and pleafure. '

When you have lived to that age in which your
reafon fhall be ripened, you will, perhaps, per-
ceive, that thofe little follies which your fex are
guilty of proceed from a fault in their education,
and that idlenefs is the parent of vice. Thus then,
in the early years of life, whilit you place the
thimble on your finger, you are guarding your
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bofom againft the approach of foibles which mighe
banifh thofe from your fociety, who were attrac-
ted by the charms of your perfon. L

Another of its virtues, which, in all probabili-
ty, you can never want to experience, is, that,
if properly applied, it contains a charm againft
the calamities of poverty. I have known many.a
female, who, by its affiftance, has fupported her-
felf with decency, and felt the pleafures of living
without depending on the beneficence of others.

A few years hence, when the youth, whoh
_your eyes have wounded, fhall beg your accep-
tance of fome trifle in the warmeft terms imagi- -

nable, he will intreat you to preferveit;. but I, ~ :

on the contrary, fhall defire you to be frequent in
the ufe of this, and to wear it out for my fake, -
I am, &c.

LETTER V.
On the viciffitudes of human life.

REMEN[BER, my fon, that human life is the

4\ journey of a day. Werife in the moyning of
youth, full of vigour, and full of expe&ation ;_we
fet forward with fpirit and hope, ‘with gaiety and
with diligence, and travel on a while, in the ftraight
road of piety, towards the mianfions of reft. In
a fhort time we remit our fervour, and endeavour
to find fome mitigation of ourduty, and fome more
eafy means of obtaining the fame end. We then
relax our vigour, and refolve no longer to be ter-
rified with crimes at a diftance, but rely upon our
own conftancy, and venture to approfch what we

- refolve never to touch.  We thus enter the bow-
ers of Eafe, and repofe in the fhades of Security.
Here the heart foftens, and vigillance (ohdesywe
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are then willing to inquire whether another ad-
vance cannot be made, and whether we may not,
at leaft, turn our eyes upon the gardens of Plea.
fure. We approach them with fcruple and hefita-
tion; we enter them, but enter timorous and
‘trembling, and always hope to pafs through them
without lofing the road of virtue, which we, for
a while, keep in our fight, and to which we pro-
pofe to return. But temptation fucceeds tempta-
tion, and one compliance prepares us for another ;
we, in time, lofe the happinefs of innocence, and
folace our difquiet with fenfual gratifications. By
" ‘degrees we let fall the remembranceé of our origi-
nal intention, and quit the only adequate object
of rational defire. We entangle ourfelves in bufi-
nefs, immerge ourfelves in luxury, and rove thro®
the labyrinths of inconftancy, till the darknefs of
old age begins to invade us, and difeafe and anx-
iety obftru&-our way. We then look back upon
our lives with horror, with forrow, with repent-
ance; and wilh, but too often vainly wifth, that
we had not forfaken the ways of virtue. ‘Happy
-are they, my fon, who learn not to defpair, but
fhall remember, that though the day is pait, and
- their ftrength is wafted, there yet rémains one ef-
fort to be made; that reformation is never hepe-
lefs, nor f{incere endeavours ever unaffifted; -tKat
the wanderer may at length return after all his
errors; and that he who implores firength and
courage from above, fhall find danger and difficulty
give way before him.’ o o
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LETTER VL

‘From a father to his fon, on “his admiffion into the
univerfity.

My dear Son,

’YOU are now going into:the wide world. E.-

4% .very{tep you take is attended with danger,
and requires caution. My eye is upon you no
-Jonger, -and the vigilance of .governors, and the
care of tutors, cannot follow you every where.-
- Few will have cancern or affe@ion enough to ad-
wvife you faithfully. Your condu@ muft be a good
deal regulated by your own reflections. The on-
Jdy fecure paths are thofe of religion and virtue,
in which it ‘will not ‘be difficult far you to walk,
if you live agreeably to that fimplicity of life,
‘which the rules of academical focieties preforibe,
Mix not intemperance with your growing years,
aor treafure up infirmities againft an age the fitteft
for employment. You :have received health:from
your parents, .and you owe it 1o your childven.
Be careful .in the :choice .of your.company; pay
<ivility to.all ; have friendfhip with.few; not toe
quickly .with any. An .idle .companion will cor-
-rupt.and difgrace you while you a(foaciate with him,
and afperfe and expole you when you fhall.fhake
him.off. In this, be advifed by thote whom I truft
to 44 all .good offices ‘for you. Whenever.you
&ind your{elf with perfons of fuperiorage, or qua-
lirty, or flation, -or endowments, pay a deference
to them; fo.much is due to their experience and

_ charatter. Modefty is the moft amiable wirtue,'
efpecially in a young man who profeffes himfelf a
learner. :Poflibly, in a large fociety, you may
meet with fome bold young men wha wilh M=

o
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to arrogate to themfelves a value amongft their
ill-bred companions, by daring to fay and do abu-
five things to their governors; but do not you
unitate fuch examples; for prudence is true mag-
nanimity. A brave mind is feen in perfevering
through the difficulties of a virtuous courfe; in
the conqueft of irregular appetites and -paffions,
and in fcorning to do any thing that is mean or
bafe. Have nothing to do with politics, which
when you fhall have ftudied all your life, you will
not have found out what will hereafter be the hu-
mours, or refentments, or private interefls, or
public views, of men in power: A ftudy, which,
as it is generally directed, rather leads from vir-
tue, is foreign to your prefent purpofe, and in
which, if you could really have any fkill, at your
age it would feem' to be affeted. Take the pro-
per advantages of living in a fociety., Obferve
the different tempers and difpofitions of men ; fhun
their vices, imirate their virtues, make ufe of their
learning, and let the many eyes that are upon
you, the confcioufnefs of your duty, and the in-
dignation to be infignificant, raife an emulation in
you to excel in fome kind of art or knowledge
that may hereafter be ufeful to the public. From
the moment of your entrance take care of your
rgputation. Let not one exercife go out of your
hands that hath not employed your utmoft dili-
gence. Notwithftanding the affetion 1have for
you, I fhall not be able to do you the fervice I de-
{ire, unlefs you affift me with your charaer. And,
in all doubtful cafes, let. not your father, who
-loves you beft, and your governors, who are well
able to dire& you, be the only friends that you
will not to confult. ’ :

- I.am, &
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LETTER VI

To Demetrius, with a prefent of fruit, on early
rifing:

July a8, 116@

OU would have received a much larger quan-

tity of fruit, but, to fay the truth, my band

of muficians have made bold .with more of it this

fummer than ufual; however, when I confider that

it is the only wages I pay them, I am no otherwife

difpleafed with it, than as it prevents me from o-
bliging my friends in town as I could with.

My Lucinda, you know, is extremely fond of
birds, and fhe {aysit would be cruel to deprive
them of their liberty, when we can be entertained
with their fongs without it; to-encourage then
their refidence among wus, they are not denied a
great fhare of the produdions of my garden.

We were this morning at fix o’clock in our par-
den ; an hour which you are totally unacquainted
with, and which, notwitliftanding, affords the no-
bleft fcene which a human creature can be prefent
at. ' . .
The fun, my Demetrius, was juft rifen above .
the horizon, and all the caftern fky was tinged -
with bluthes; the zephyrs, as they paffed, were
fraught with fragrance from the morning flowers,
and the feathered- fongfters were waked to their
refpeitive parts, in their morning hymn to the Au-
thor of nature,

Whilft my Lucinda and T were walking, like a
fond old-fathioned couple, arm in arm, I could not
but recolle¢t that part of the Paradife Loft, where:
Milton has defcribed our firft parents as rifing te

02

.
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their labours, and addrefling their grateful orifons
to the bounteous.Fatler of every. mercy. :
There is, indeed, fomething which, at this time,
_ infpires us with gratitude to our Maker, ane pro-
duces fentiments in almeft every bofom, like thofe
which are given to Adam:

-

Thefe are thy glorieus works, Parent of good, !
Almighty, thine this vniverfal frame,

‘Thus wond’rous fair : thyflf hew wond’rous then!
Unfpeakable, who firft above thefe heavens

‘To us invifible, or dimly feer

In thefe thy loweft works, yer thefe deelare:

‘Thy geodnefs beyond: thought; and' powes divime:

There is likewife fomething which muft ereate:
# grateful fenfe of our obligation to Heaven when
we wake again to life, with the blefling of health.
and recolleét that many have paffed the night in all-
the anguifh of pain and difeafe. As for myfelf, I.
fhould retire to fleep with ne litile anxiety, if I
were not aflured that we are proteted in thofe.
hours by our Maker, when we are not confcious
of our own exiftence. There cannot furely be a
more comfortable refletion than being convinced.
that a- Power who commands and direés all nature-
is our guard, without whofe knowledge no action-
is committed, nor even the moft fecret thought can
arife. - , »

With this confidence of fecurity the good man,
commits himfelf to the arms of fleep, where all bes:
fides muft fear it ; and feels ferenity, where every;
other brea{t muft be difcempofed. .

The ufual ferenity of the morning, which infpi—
red every warbler with cheerfulnefs, detained us
in the garden till our little boy came run to
Jnform us that the breakfa{t waited.

¢« Is it not extremely abfurd,” faid Lucinda, a&
we returned, ¢ for mankind to complain of the-
¢ fhort duration of their lives, when they even
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refufe to live a number of . hours which Provi-
dence has beftowed upon them ? How many can
we recolle&t amongft our acquaintance who have
been lofl to every joy this mosning has afforded
us, and who may, notwithftanding, before night,.
affert, that the age, which men in general at-
tain to, ferves only to condu@ them to a fu-
perficial knowledge of the fciences, or that old
“ age approaches almoft as foon as we begin to
¢ live ! .
Such indeed is frequently the language of hu-
man creatures, who lofe the mo{t valuable parts
of every day. Such, too, I have heard from your
mouth ; but then indeed you rife—by eleven.
_Lucinda and myfelf, who are great advocates:
for early hours, want much to try whether we
cannot reform you, as we have already done Le-
ontes; and fhopld therefore rejoice to fee you
amongft us ; there is then fome probability of your
feeing the fun rife,.which I fincerely believe you
. have not done for many years, and which is one
of the moft pleafing - fcenes upon the theatre of
Nacure..

(13
(13
13
(19
19
[13
(13
(13

Iam, &c,

LETSTER VIEL
" %o Lucinda, on the )mppir_xe/.'r of a domeftic matri-

manial life.

July 5, 1764,
AFTEK fo many years which we have paffed,
my Lucinda, almoft without feparation, one
would natura‘ly imagine that the few days’ abfence
I have known fhould not be difpleafing: and yet,
believe me, I am already tired of the town, and

Qa3
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am preparing to leave it with the utmoft expedi-
tion, to return to domeftic joys. '

When P refle@ on my own difpofition, ¥ am
greatly thankful to Providence, that the fame dif-
like for'public pleafures: has always prevailed- in
Lucimda as niyfeff, and thrit we have been a&ua-
ted by the fame inclinations during the tenour of
dur lives. :

Though I own myfelf in-general but little fond
of the town, yet I never fail of feeing objets in it
which remind me of my own felicity, and increafe
the love I bear fo youw: Alas! my dear, the fa-
fhionable tenhour of matrimonial lives is fo little
fuited to my turn-of mind, that I' mu(¥ have been
wretched withh what is now called = very good
wife. I could by o means have endured to fee the
Beart of the woman' I loved entitely devoted to
pleafure,. nor have ever bech devored to flare it
withi the king of trumps. 7

It is, However, happy for' ankind that the fame
delicacy does not univerfally prevail, as there are
now many couple who are thought to be happy,
becaufe the wife has never tranfgrefled the bounds
of virtue, nor the hufband treated her with lan-
guage which he would be athamed to ufe a ftran-

r. Their amufemeants are diftinét from each o-
ther ; they know nothing of that heart-felt joy
which arifes from being with thofe they love, fe-
cluded from every eye, and breathing the fweets
of the balmy evening. Their only care is refining
thofe pleafures which repetiticn has rendered dull,
and inventing new arts to pafs the tedious day,
wh ch, notwithftanding their endeavdurs, afferds
fome hours in which that moft impertinent of all
companions, called /¢lf, never fails of intrufion.

There are many women in the world, I believe,
to whom I might have made 2 good hufband ; bt
I do not recolle&t any one but my Lucinda wha
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could have made me a happy one. Hew gregely
then am I indebted to thy amiable difpoﬁtiontnd
virtues, fince indifference and contempt are to be
incompatible in the marriage ftate ? To Heaven,
likewife, my fincereft thanks are due, for prefer-
ving its beft and moft valuable gifts to blefs my
life. For, as Milton elegantly exprefles it,

With thee converfing I forget all time,

All teafons and their change, all pleafe alike.
Sweet is the breath of Morn, het rifing fweet,
With.charm of earlieft birds; pleafant the Sum,
When firft on this delightful land he fpreads
His orient beams, on herb, tree, fruit, and flower,
Glilt’ring with dew ; fragrant the fertile carth

. After foft fhow'rs ; and fweet the comirg on
Of gratefel Evening mild ; then filent Night,
With this her folemn birdg and this fair moon,
And thcfe the gems of heaven, her ftarry train :
Bur neither breath of Morn, when fhe afcends =~ -
With charm of earlieft birds, nor rifing fun
On this delightful land, nor herb, fruit, flower,
Glift’sing wirh dew ; nor fragrance after thowers ;
Nor grateful Evening mild ; nor filent Night,
With this her folemn bird ; nor walk by mevn,
Or gliw’ring ftar-light, witheut thee is fweet.

Having once begun thofe beautiful lines, of my
Lucinda’s favourite poet, I found it impoffible to
break off fooner ; nay, I was pleafed to be able to
exprefs fo elegantly the language of my heart.

Aranthes, who is juft come in, and has looked
over my fhoulder, upon feeing fo much poetry,.
cried out, ¢ Very fine, truly, I fhall take the firft
opportunity to inform Lucinda of this, 1 affure
you.” ¢ If you have any thing,” I replied, ¢ to
acquaint Lucinda with, you may maké ufe of me,
for I am now writing to her” How is this?™
. fays Aranthes, ¢ what, larding your letters with
}metry after more than twenty years’ marriage!

concluded you were addrefling fome other faic
one, and endeavouring to foften har Wenarihe
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heart by the Mufe’s afliftance. But come with me
to Lady —’s. Not a word, bowever, of Lu-
cinda all night; to be feen with fuch an old fa-
fhioned creature as you would {poil my reputa-
tion entirely, if your chara&er fhould ouce be
known.” -

You know Aranthes, my Lucinda, extremely
well, and will perceive by this that he is ftill the
fame man as ever. He defires me to apologize for
his taking me from you, as he calls it, and at the
fame time to fend you his compliments. My blef-
fing to the children, whom 1 {hall make happy by
fome little prefents at my return; to thee, my love,
I fhall bring a heart more truly thine than ever,
more intimately acquainted with thy virtues, and
more perfettly convinced of its own felicity. Be=
lieve me, &c. .

LETTER IX
To Cleanthes, on friendfbip, age, and death.

. Nov. 15, 2765,

T is no fmall alleviation to that anxiety which
the lofs of a friend produces, to refle& that the
fame virtues which procured him our efteem will
~ likewife intitle him to eternal happinefs. This
confolation I received upon clofing the eyes of
Ariftus, ‘the laft and moft melancholy office which
Friendthip can perform. '
At length, my. Cleanthes, that friendthip, which
we once divided, is now confined to ourfelves. We
have feen thofe who advanced with us. along the
vale of life fink into the grave, and have lived to be
the only links of the chain of friendfhip which we
helped to conftitute at our entrance into the world.
‘We have together, in the hours of youth, looked

-
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back, and defpifed the toys of infameyy in our mans
hiood we have fmiled at:the. pleatures.of owr youthy
and*are now come to that age in which we' look:
back on all alike,.and confider évery profped that
terminates on this fide the grave. as beweath qur
notice or regard. : -

At this feafon of life, one of’ the moft confider-:
able pleafures which remain. te humun mature is:
the recolletion of the moments. which are pafti.
Now, whilft L write to my Cleanthes, I recall wich:
fatisfaction the time in which'we were induced, .by:
a- parity of fentiments, to forny the focial connec-
tion, and the {teady umion in which we have paf-
fed from that hoar to the prefenc. The' time ap-
proaches which muit put a period to:our friendfhip;.
none hope that Providence will extend their- lives:
to an unufual length but thofe who fear to die; as.
for ourfelves, we have reached that age which few-
are born to attainm, and which, in the language of
an admired writer, requires a great deal of Pro
vidence to produce. I flatter myfelf, that our days
have been fo fpent that we have 110 reafon to treme
ble at the thought of our laft, nor embitter the re-
. maining part of our life with apprehenfion for the;
inevitable hour to come. :

We have lent the tear of pity to diftrefs, and:
alleviated the misforcunes of our fellow-creatures ;.
we have neither indulged our paffions, nor neglec-
ted. the praife we owe to the Author of our mer-
cies. Why, therefore, fhoutd we tremble > We
leave a world whofe pleafures we ars no longer
capable of poflefling; we have pafled through its:
enjoyments, and have found them vain; we leave
it for the happieft of ftates: and yet the tender
tye of parents holds us; we muft leave thofe whomy
nature obliges us to love: yet let ns remember
that we leave them to the care of a divine Provi-,
dence, and. be thankful that we:were vat calleds
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whilf}-their ninds were yet unformed, -of we had
conduéted them from the budding to the bloom of
reafon. .

If at any time a kind of wifh amfes, which would
defer the hour that Heaven has allotted for my
laft, it is when I am furrounded by my family,-
and obferve the looks of tendernefs which they
gratefully beftow om me; yet fometimes their be- .
ing prefent has the oppofite effect, and I am appre-
henfive- let the moment fhould not arnve rill I
mourn the lofs of a child.

I know not that any thing would nge more con-
fiderable amufement than our reviewing together
our paft livés, and recollé@ing the dangers we
have paffed from the ftorms of our paffions, when
now time has lulled them to reft. It would not.
be unintertaining, I imagine, to colle& the vari.:
ous opinions and ideas we have had of the fame
objeit, and mark the progrefs of the human mind-
through the different ftages of life. Cleanthes, -
therefere, ‘who -enjoys the bleffing of health in a
more eminent degree than his friend, will haften
to fes-and give him the greateft fatisfation he cam
poffibly know.

I write this from the grotto which Lucinda’s’
fangy decorated, and‘where we have paffed fo ma-
ny happy hours. Providence has taken care to
wean us frem the love of life by degrees. Scarce-
have we reached the ripened age of manhood be-
fore we have more friends in the grave than fur-
v_ivugg, and:from that’ moment, which is almoft
the firft-of ferious refleGtion, we begin to perceive
the vanity of human happinefs. It was the will
of Heaven that I fhould mourn the lofs of my L.u-
cinda, and feel the pang of feparation, yet not till
we had grown old in love, and {weetened the .
greate(t part of our lives with connubial happi-
nefs. Since the retrofped part of our lives pre.
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fents us with nothing which' fhould terrify our
imagination, let us pafs the remaining days which
Heaven fhall allot us in calm ferenity, and in re-
fignation to the Divine will.

Whenever the deftined hour fhall come, my
Cleanthes, may we f{ink contented from the wbrld,
and in the perfe& affurance of eternal happinefs !

o 1 am, &c.

LETTER X

A letter from Bifhop Atterbury to bis fon Obadiah,
at Chrift-church College in Oxford.

[Containing fome ufeful hints in reg_ard‘to wrie
ting letters. ]

Dear Obby, -

I,THANK you for your letter, becaufe thereare

manifeft {igns in it of your endeavouring to ex-
cel yourfelf, and, of confequence, to pleafe me. .
You have fucceeded in both refpeéts, and will al-
ways fucceed, if you think it worth your while
to confider what you write, and to whom; and
let nothing, though of a trifling nature, pafs thro’
your pen negligently : get but the way of writing
corredtly and juftly ; time and ufe will teach you
to write readily afterwards ; not but that too much
gare may give,a fliffuefs to your ftyle, which ought
in all letters, by all means, to be avoided : the
turn of them fhould be always natural and eafy,
for they are an image of private and familiar con-
verfation. I mention this with refpe to the four
or five lines of your’s, which have an air of poe-
try, and do, therefore, naturally refolve them-
felves nto blank verfes. I fend you your letter
again, that yourfelf may now make the fame ob-
fervation. But you took the hint of that thought
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from a poem; and it is no wonder, therefore,
that you heightened the phrafe:a little .when you
were exprefling it. The reft is as it thould be;
and, particularly, there is an air of.duty and fin-
«erity, -which, -if-it-comes from your heart, is the
" moft acoeptable refeat you can make me. With
thefe good qua(P ties .an incorret writer would
pleafe me, and without them the fineft thoughts
and language will make no lafting impreflion on
me. The great Being fays, yau know,—¢¢ My
¢ fon, give me thy heart;”’ implying, that with-
out it all other gifts fignify nothing. Let me con-
jure you, therefore, never to fay any thing, ei-
ther in a letter, or common converfation, that
wyou do not think; but always to let your -mind
and your .words go -tegether on the moft trivial
occaflons. Shelter not the leaft degree of .infince-
" rity under the notion of.a compliment, which, as
far as it: deferves ro he.pradifed :by a man of pro-
bisy, is only the moft civil .and.obliging way. of
faying what you really -mean ; .and whoever em-
ploys _it" otherwife - d:mws.away trath for breed-
1ng : I need:not-tell you how little .tlm ohana&er )
gets by fueh an exchange. -

1 fay-not this as if I fufpeded that in any part
of your letter you intended to write what was
fropcr withontany regard to what was true; for

am refolved to believe that you were in earneft
from the begimning to .the end.of it, ‘as much as
am, whm I-tell you that:I am

Your loving ﬁ:her, &c.
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LETTER XL

Toom a young lady in one of the Canary iflands to
. her fifter in England, whom fbe had never feen ;
. containing a preffing -invitation to her o come
- over, and deferibing the beautics of tire placey in
order to prevail on her, :

MUST we for ever, my dear {ifter, converfe
onlyat this unhappy diftance ?~~—Are we born
of the {ame parents, to be eternal aliens to.each
other ?7~—=-1 have been told wonders of your wit, -
ingenvity, and good nature.~~Muft {irangers, or
at lealt very diftant kindred, reap al] the benefits .-
of thefe amiable gualities, while thofe who are.
neareft, and ought, methinks, to be deareft, mourn
the want of it 7~—They fay there is a fecret {ym-
pathy between perfons of the fame blood, and I
am fure I feel it ; how is it then with you y—Have
you never-any of thofe yearnings, thofe lorgings,
- to fee the daughter of your father and your mo-
ther, which fo powerfully agitate me in-my daily
mufings and my nightly dreams ¢-—If not.affedtion,
pity fhould make you wifh to be with a fifter, who
ftands fo much in need of your affiftance. You
" know my father’s grear affairs fuffer him {eldom to
be with his family. Death has deprived me of
my mother, and Devotion of ber f{itter ; but fhe
forfakes me only to join herfelf to her Creator :
you have no fuch plea. And as you are fix years
older than myfelf, and of a much fuperior under-.
ftanding, it is & kind of duty in you to be with
me, to correct the errors of my unexperienced
youth, and formn my mind by the model of your
own.—Believe me, 1 would be moft obedient to
your inftrudtions, and love. the precepts for the
' .
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teacher’s fake. What can withhold you from
coming to a place where your prefence is fo ar-
dently defired ?—What can you find fo plcaﬁn§ to
you in a kingdom rent with internal divilions ?—
whete father againft fon, and brother againft bro-
ther, maintain unnatural conteft !——A kingdom,
where pride, injuftice,” luxury, and profanenefs,
are -almofl univerfal, and religion become are- '
roach ‘to the profeffion ! a kingdom, . finking
{;y fwift degrees into mifery and contempt, yet
infatuated fo far as to dotg on the.caufe of their
undoing !—At leaft this is the account we have
of it.—Can" this be agreeable to a perfon of your
nice: and diftinguithing tafte !—~O my.deareft fif-
ter ! -lilten to the ditates of reafon,.of duty, and .
of nature ; 4ll join to call you from that worfe
than Egypt into the land of Canaan.—Here Peace
and Innocence go hand in hand, and all the Gra-
ces, all the Pleafures, wait upon their fteps.—-
No foreign wars, no homebred jars, no envy, no
diftruft, difturb the foft ferenity of thefe blifsful
feats, but all is harmony and love.—~Eternal ze-
phyrs watch our morning ‘walkings, bringing.ten
thoufand :odours on their wings, and cémpt_us to
1he groves from -whence they fpring.—In troops’ -
we - Warider. through ‘the jeflamine lanes, or {it in -
othinge bowers, where fruits, ripe and in bloffom,
chdrm our fmell and tafte.~—Sometimes on mules
we take fhort journeys to Teneriffe, and on the
foot of that {tupendous mount recline on banks of
“xofes umbrella’d over with fpreading myrties s—
then change the fcene, and view the fpacious vine-
yards, where ‘huge alcoves of cluftering grapes
* hang perident over our heads.—Sometimes we roam
thro” a long gallery of ftately pines,. whofe loaded
boughs prefent us every kind of fruit'in vne~—
But there is no defcribing half the various fweets
which Nature, with-a lavifh hand,- pours on thefe
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ifles, which juftly have. the name of Fortunate!
nor (I flatter myfelf) will there be.any need of
farther arguments to bring you ro us.—My father .
has juft now informed me, that Captain **¥.car-
ries his. pofitive orders for yonr coming, .and I
may now re(t in an affured hope of enjoying she
happinefs I fo long and fo. earneftly have wifhed’;’
yet.lam craving ftill more.~I would fain, me.
thinks, imagine, if I could, that with your obedi
ence to our father, fome. little fhare of love.for
me . was' mingied, and"that ;you will embark with
the more readinefs; by.the thoughts thas-you will -
embrace one.who . has fo tender dn: affe@jon for
gn; and thioks it:the.greateft blefling. to ribé

erielf, . R
: My dear fiftery, = .. [ B
Y our. moft afié&ipnate; and-~ .
Moft obedient fervane, = 7
' Maxix Bovie.

LETTER XIE

From Mifs Middleton_ to. Mifs Pemberton, giving:
ber the melancholy account of her fifter’s death. .

-

Dear Mifs Pemberton,, .

UST as T was fetring out for Worcefterfhire, in
J order -to follow my fifter, who, yeu know,
bas been fome: time there, 1 received.a letter from-
my aunt, acquaibting me thas fhe was taken ill
laft Friday, and died in two days after.—Yes, that -
lately fo much admired, that fplendid beavty, is. -
now reduced to a cold lump of elay :—for ever
clofed are thofe once fparkling eyes ;—hufhedis
that voice which gave fo much. delight j:-—thofe-
Yimbe which art had ranfacked to adorn, have now.
Bo other covering tharé a fimple fhroud, andin e

.

T



172 '"THRE COMPLETE.

few days-will be confined within the narrow com-
pals of a tomb.—Ah! what is life !—what all the
gaudy pride of youth, of pomp, of grandeur !—
-what the vain adoration of a flattering world !—
Delufive pleafures,—fleeting nothings, how un-
worthy are you of the attention of a reafonable
being !—You know the-gay manner in which we

.have always lived, and will, no doubt, be furpri-

fed to find expreflions of this kind fall from my .
Een 3—but, my dear Pemberton, hitherto my life
as been a dream; but I am now, thank Heaven,
awake.—My {ifter’s fate has roufed me from m
lethargy of mind, made me fee the ends for whi
I was created, .and refle@ that there is no time to
be loflyfor their accomplithment.—Who can affure
e, that in an hour, 2 moment, I may not be as
the ts >—And if fo, oh! bow unfit, how unprepa-
red, to make my audit at the great tribunal !—In
what a ftrange {tupidity have I pafled fourteen or
fifteen years ! {for thofe of ‘my childhood are not
to be reckoned.)—I always knew that death was
the portion of mortality, yet never took the leaft

- care to arm againfl the terrors of it—Whenever

" arain of follies I have been guilty of.

¥ went a little journey, I provided myfelf with all
things neceflary, yet have I got nothing ready for
that long, laft voyage, I muft one day take into .
another world. What an infatuation, to be
anxious for the minuteft requifites for eafe and
pleafure, in a dwelling where I propofed to ftay a
few weeks, or months, perhaps, yet wholly re-
gardlefs of what was wanting for making my fe-
licity in an eternal fituation ! Reafon, juft kind-
led, fhudders at the recolle@ion of that endiefs
Well
aight the poor Berinthia feel all their force;—
vain, gay, unthivking, as myfelf, I tremble at the
bare iinagination of thof¢ ideas which her laft o~
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ments muft infpire; for 1 now farthfu]ly believe.
with Mr Waller, that,

€6 Leaving the old, both-worlds st once thcy vicw,
¢ Who fland upon the threthold of the new.’

Whether it was the fuddennefs of her fatc,

a letter fhe wrote to me not two hours beforeher .

death, I know not, that has wkade this alteration-

in me; bat of this I'anmr certain, that ¥.cin never.

enoygh acknowledge the goodnefs.of that Divine-

Bower; without whofe aﬂiﬂance it cauld not havc ,
brought abourt..

I fhall make no apology for. this: mclancholy
epiftle, becaufe I.am very. fenfible, that whatever-
concern you may feel for my ﬁﬂer, it: will be-
greatly. allgviated by ﬁndmg Lam becomc, at laft,.
a.reafonable creature. I inclofe you.the letter
fie fent, to the-end you may judge with what kmd»
af fentiments; fhe left. this world.—Heaven has, I
‘hope, .accepted:h¢r conttitian, and wil] enible me,
. as you will find -fhe defirés, to-be moré early in.
mine.. & Lam, dear Mifsy

Your maft aﬂn&ed hnmble fervante,.
. thubrou-

EETTER xm. ' 0

) /} Middléton’s: letter to ber Sifter, (inclefed in:
the foregsing,) wrote a' few: hours ‘befire hér- .
death, adbifing khiér nov to défer making the ne--
ceﬂ.'flry pr epamttbn: for futurity.

My dear Slﬁer,

B—EFORE this can- pofﬁ‘bly reach rybu,;. ﬂie Ny
changing’ fat- will':be" paffed upow we, -and I
fhall be .cither. happy -or miférable for ever.
Dioné abour. me px*etend to - flatter me wuhtha

®a

-
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hopes of feeing another morning.—Short fpace to
accomplifh the mighty work of eternal falvation!
~——yYet I cannot leave the world without admo-
nithing,~—without conjuring, you to be more early
. in preparing for that dreadful hour you are fure
ot to efc\:’pe, and know not .how fhortly it may

. arrive.—We have had the fame fort of education,
—have lived in the fame manner ; and though ac-
-counted very like, have refembled each other more
in our follies than our faces.—Oh! what a walfte.
of time have we not both been guilty of ! To drefs
well has been our fudy,—parade, equipage, and
admiration, our ambition, pleafure our avoca-
tion,—and the mode our god—How often, alas}
have I profan’d, in idle chat, that facred name,
. by whofe merits alone I have hopes to be forgi-
ven ? How often have I fat and heard his miracles
and {ufferings ridiculed by the falfe wits of the age,.
without feeling the leaft emotion at the.bla'fpge-
my '—Nay, how often have I myfelf, becaufe
heard others do fo, called in queftion that futuri-
ty I now go to prove, and am already convinced
of | One moment, methinks I fee the blifsful feats.
of Paradife unveiled ;—I hear ren thoufand myri~
ads of myriads of celeftial forms tuning their gold-
en harps ta fongs of praife to the uwaoutterable
name.—The next, a fcene all black and gloomy
fpreads itfelf before, whence iffue nought but fobs,
and groans, and horrid firieks.—My fluctuating,
imagination varies the profpect, and invelves. me-
in a fad uncerwainty of my eternal doom.—On
one hand beckoning angels fmile upon me, while,
en the other, the furies ftand prepared to. feize
my fleeting foul.—Methinks I dare not hope, nor
will the Rev. Dr G¥*#* {uffer me ta defpair ;—he
comforts me with the premifes.inholy writ, which,
to my fhame, I was unacquainted with before;
hut pow I feel them balm to my tormented con~
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fcience—Dear, Wedr fifter, T muft 'bid you eter-
mal adiew;—I have difcharged my-duty in giving
you this warning. O may my death, which you
‘will fhortly hear of, give it that weight I wifh and
pray for. “You'are the laft obje& of my earthly
cares :=—] have now .done with aH below,u-ﬁull
retire into myfelf; ‘and devete: the few moments.
allowed me to the penitence which alone can en~
title me to a glorious lmmortahty I die
Your fincere friend, -
and moft aﬂ'eéhonzte and depamng ﬁﬂer,
BerinTaia.

LETTER XIV

A letter o' Mifs W=, advifing her to talu- care:
of her bouft, &e. : _

AS you are a tenant at will in a very Bardfome:
genteel houfe, and' are now- capable of fur-
nifhing it in the politeft’ manner, ruhing it by. the
firiteft maxims of economy and decorum, permit
a friend to give a few curfory hmts in an athair of
fo mach importance.

Your building is compofed of fome of tbe fineft
materials I ever faw, and is fo much-the more li--
able to difcover any flaw or fpot that may acci-
dentally touch it —It is erected toa proper beight,.
a juft fize, reared on a regalar le, and: finithed:
with the moft accurate preportion.—®n the top-
ftands -an eminent turret, furnithed with a2 room of
globular form, which, I obferve, Ras two chryftal
windows in the front ; thefe are- fo eonfirudted as.
to be exceeding ufeful as they command an exten-
five profpe&, and, if alwzys kept clean and bright,
will prove a very great ormanient to the houfe. £
advxl}; you not to look through them at - every ab-
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jeét that pafles.by ; be fure to thut them foon at:
night, and you may open them as early as yow
pleafe in the morning.—On each fide 1 difcover a.
finall portal to receive company ;. take -care they

* don’t always ftand-open, for then you willﬁecrowi-
ed with vifitors, and, perhaps, with many’ fuch as:
you will not like ;. let them never; be fhut againft:
the inftru&ive parent,. the advifing friend, or the-
fupplicating grpham—1I took. notice of one gate in.
the front, at which all your company goes out
let that generally be barred clofe;. be cautious what
vifitors you let out publicly,. left, if any of ill cha-
ra&ers be feen coming from it, you draw a. fcan-
dal upon your houfe 5 it will-be neceffary, there--
fore, to lay a firi& injun&ion of vigjlance on:your
two porters, who {tand centinels in liveries ofi the:
deepelt fcarlet, juft without the ivory pallifades..
.—TI have feen fome people paint the two pannels.
juft-below the windows; but I would advife you:
to the contrary, for your natural colours far ex--
ceed all the decorations of -art.—This part of the: .
edifice is fupported. by a.pillar of Corinthian mar-
ble, whofe bafe is ornamented: with-two alabafter-
femiglobes, over which.is generally. drawa. a. fine:
lawn-curtain. of admirable needlework. -

. Benearth is the great hall, in which-you have a-
fmall clofet of exquifite: workmanthip ; .this, I fup~
pofe, is the place of your fecret vetirement,. open:
to none but yourfelf, or fome faithful intimate:
friend: I. advife you.to keep this always clean,, :

. furnifh.it well, make it a little library of the beft:
prad&ical authors, and vifit:it frequently, efpeciala

when you return home from church, or léave a:
gircle of acquaintance which you have met. at the:
‘tea-table.” Let the outfide of the hall not: appear-
Jike a hearfe hung round with- efcutcheons,. noz-
like a coach of ftate bedawbed with gilt and coloure-
ings; but let it be phin, neat, and clean, to con.

\}




LETTER-WRITER.  i77.

virice the world that it is kept more for- ufe than
ornament.

You are fenfible, Mifs, Time eﬂ'aces the beauty,
and demolifhes the {trength, ot the nobleft ftrec-
ture, and theréfore will not be furprized to find
}')our little tenement fubject to-the fame change.

oubtlefs it has often wanted repairs, though you
have lived in it no longer, which are plain intima-
tions that the houfe will one day fall. — You may
foon be turned out—the landlord” may give you
warning, or may not—this is all’ uncertain—be
ever ready to go when catled upon, and then you
will not be afraid to leave it at the fhorteft notice.
~—One thing I would-obferve, -too, 'is, that when
you quit the houfe; no other - teriant -will inhabit
it, but will ly wafte and-in ruins; yet the proprie-
tor will fome time or other rebuild it for yourre-.
ception in-a more durable manner, with the fame
materlals, but fo refined and modified that it will'
be liable to no accident or decay; and as it is ab-
folutely neceflary that  your habitation be new
reared in fome other place, I heartily wifh it may
be in a finer country, under a milder climate, and
well fheltered from all ftorms; then wi ﬂ rour fitu-
ation be happy and honourable, and y cafe ne-
ver expu'e.

Your’s, &e. :
Co ' R tar N

LETTER-XV. ,
From a fenfible lady, with a never faxl}ng receipt
for a beauty-wath.

‘ 1

S you feem fo intent on lmprovmg“the pcx;.
fonal charms; of your already amiabledaugh-

tcr, I can no longer delay anfwering yonx:leual
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—You woquld be glad, you fay, of a receipt te
make a waih; but it muft be perfectly innocent,
What I recommer.d, Madam, is truly fo, and will
greatly illultrate and preferve her complexion.
Pray let her obferve the following. rules 2

In the morning fair water is to be ufed as a pre-
paratory ; after which fhe mufl abftain from all
fudden gufts of paflion, particularly, envy,. as that
gives the fkin a fallow palenefs. It may feem

trifling to talk of temperance; yet muft this be

attended to, both in eating and drinking, if {he
would avoid thofe pimples, for which. the advers
tifed wathes area boafted.cure. Inftead of rouge,
let her ufe moderate exercife; which-will excite a
natural bloom in. ber cheeks not to béimitated by
art. . Ingenuous candour,  and vnaffeed goodhu:
mour, will give an opennefs to her counttnance -
that. will make her univerfalli, agreeable. A dey
fire of pleafing'will add fire to her eyes,’and breath.
ing the morning air at funrife will give her lips &
vermilion hue. That amrble vivacity, which the
now poflefles, nay. be happily heightened and pre-
ferved, if fhe avoids late hours and. card-playing;
but not otherwife : for the firlt gives the face a.
drow(y didagreeable afped, and the laft is the mio-
ther of wrinkles.——A white hand is a very defis
rable orpament; and a hand can never be white
unlefs it:be kept elean Nor is this all; for if
the young lady will excel hér companions in this
refpedt, the muft keep her hands in conftant mo-
tien, which will occalion the blood to circulate
freely, and have a wonder‘ul effe&. T'he motion
I would reécommend is working at her needle,
brufhing up the h..ufe, or twu‘lin% the diftaff. It
was this induft-y in our grandmothers which gave
Kneller an opportunity of pratifying' pofterity
with the view of fo many finehands ard arms in his.

. incomparable Portr’aits.'—-A few words more andi
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I'have done.—Let her preferve an unaffected neat-
nefs in her apparel s. her fortune will permit her
to drefs-elegantly; but her good fenfe fhould al-
ways prevent her from defcending to gaudinefs,
which {trikes the eyes of theignorant, but difgufts
thofe of true tafte and difcernment ; befides, Ma--
dam, ypur daugh:er has.fo many natural charms,
that fhe can have no occafien to wear clothes that-
will " attra& all the attention of. the multitude.:
She poffefles more Beauties: than fhe is acquainted-
with, which is no fmall addition to her merit ; but’
how can it be otherwife, when fhe is your daugh-
ter, and has you for an example ? S
Iam, &ec,

LETTER XVL .
- Domeflic rule the province of the Wife. .
" Madam, ‘

I MUST affert, that the right of diredting domefe.
-tic-affairs is, by the law of Nature, in the wo--
man; and.that.we are perfettly qualified § the:
exercifz of dominion,. notwithftanding what has
often beén faid by. male-coats to the contrary..
. Thofe.who pretend.todiret our bringing up, feem
to have :deftined us .to that .power which they
would.afterwards difpute.. We are employed in
our famplers, or diverting -ourfelves with -our"
babies; we pafs. from our mether’s nurfery to.
our own,. and from imaginary vifits to real ones, .
without fatiguing ourfelves with a variety of un.:
neceflary acquirements, on which. the . men moft
value themfelves. Indeed, which I would con-
demn too eager a purfyit of, we-are taught fing-
ing and -dancing; but what are thefe to the drud-
gery of fchools and .univerfities 2 The bulinets
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of a family, when thoroughly perfdrmed, takes
in the whole circle of our time, and affords no
room for any thing except innocent relaxations.
We are certainly then more likely to under-
ftand domeftic policy than the men, who have
twenty other tﬁings to mind. A mere boufe-
wife, like a mere fcholar, is fit for nothing elfe,
1.admit, and will make a man a very unfociable
companion. But as fome men of great appli-
cation to their refpective profeflions have, not.
with(tanding, a very polite behaviour, fo a wo-
man may make the government of her houfe the
principal care, without fuffering it to become the
principal theme of her difcourfe; nor do I think
it at all neceffary, that to eftablith a charaéter as
a manager. her hufband fhould twice or thrice a-
week hear her fcolding the fervants. Tlhis is one
of the great objections to female government, and
our adverfaries would fain prefent it as a thing as
neceffary to us as a {tanding army to the admini-
ftration. But both may be calumnies, and the
mere effe@ts of a defire to get into other folks’
places. Experience is wholly on our fide;. for
wherev. the mafter exceeds his proper fphere,
and pretends to give law to the cookmaid as well
as the coachman, we obferve'a great deal of dif-
cord and confution. When a man, who is always
a' better judge when things are wrong than of the
method of fecting them to rights, entrenches on
the woman’s province, it is the ready way to make
the reft of the family defpife them both., But when
a woman of tolerable good fenfe is allowed to di-
reé her houfe without controul, all things go well,
fhe prevents even her hufband’s wifhes, the fer-
vants know their bufinefs, and the whole family
live ealy and happy. It is with great concern that
I perceive our fex ‘of late inclined to mind any
thing rather than their families, which inclination
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muft have fatal confequences. Can there be any
thing more honourable for a woman than the right
management of her family ? And it may be. ob-
ferved to them,. that they muft take their choice,
either to manage their children and {ervants, or to
be managed by them. If liberty is the thing they
aim at, they certainly miftake .thé road. A wo-
man’s freedom confifts in power, and not in a li-
cenfe to gad about, which is fcandalous even in a
girl, and befpeaks a giddinefs of foul below com-
paffion. The condu& of the eftate or bufinefs
ought furely to be in the hufband ; and if he parts
with it, it is an a& of weaknefs. The condué& of
the houfe belongs as juftly to the wife; and no
man ought to marry a woman whom he would
not truft with the management of fuch concerns.
Adieu, dear friend ! incroach not on the province
of your hufband, but continue to be miltrefs in
your own. Iam,

Your affeGtionate frietld;

SyLvia Saare.

LETTER XVIL A
From a Lal;y to her écquaintance, on growing old.
My dear Lucy,

I HAVE been thinking that human underffanding
is no lefs liable to be unhinged than the mecha-
nifm of the human frame. The leaft jar of a fur-
- prife puts.it out of tune, and one cannot prefently
get into order again.—We have certainly paffions
of the mind, as well as difeafes of the body, which
we are not aware of till fome'fudden accident calls
them forth; and the one are no lefs capable of
fufpending the /‘acultie: of reafon for a time thaa
the other are of obftruding that aniwal flwid, <o
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the. proper circulation of which we owe our health
and vigour,

- T was led-into this refletion by catching myfelf
in a folly which I fhall not be much athamed of
confefling, fince, on contemplating fome paflages.
my obfervation fupplies me with, I find the foible
inherent, in a more or lefs degree, in the whole
fpecies of human kind, though few are ingenuous
eaough to acknowledge it. ,

- ¥ was fitting yefterday in my parlour-window,
looking carelefly on the- people as they paffed,
when, all at once, a fellow abruptly prefented
himfelf before me, and cried, in a hoarfe voice,
Speltacles, Madam, fine Spectacles; and at the
fame time, thruft a pair of thofe nofe-faddles with-
in the fath. You cannot imagine, dear Lucy, how
I was focked: I gaye the-man a thort anfwer, and*
immediately drew down the window.— ¢ Good'
¢ God !” faid I to myfelf, *“ do I look old enough
¢ to be fuppofed to want fpectacles ?”” not confi-
dering that, it was the fellow’s trade to offer them
to every body, and that many people younger than
myfelf, were obliged to make ufe of theth.—I ran,
however, to' my glafs, and fincied ] perceived
what they call the crow’s feet appeariag at the cor-
‘mers of my eyes.—I looked, and looked again, and
the more I did fo, the more I thought thefe cruel

marks of Time were vifible; and now recollecting -

that my laft birth-day brought me into my one-
and-thirtieth- year, and that a very few more of
them would rank me among the number of the:
aged, I fell into fuch a fit of the vapours as I had;
_never-hefore known. ls.not this unaccountable 2
4—Where now was my underftanding ?>—where my:
neaflon? The.little -fhars I'have is fufficient to make
me know, that whoever lives a great while in-this.
world-muft grow old; and few of us thereare who

defire tq:die yoongs Why was not this knowledge

.
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at hand to make me eafy under the common ‘courfe
of Nature? o '

1 do aflure you I had grown two or three hours
older before I could bring myfelf to be reconciled
with the apprehenfions that every moment br
me nearer to that fo-much-dreaded ftage of lifes
but, thank Heaven, I got the better of it at laft,
and laughed at the foolith part my imagination had
been acting. : . L

That we all, however, have a nataral averfion
to gray. hairs,.and wrinkles cannot be-depfied’s and
that to evercome the uneafinefs dieir approach-in-
#licts requires the utmeft exertion of our reifon;
yet is not this an inconfiftency, & kind of #bfurdi-
ty in our habit of thinking >—We ridicule a thou-
fend leffer follies of mamkind, yet pafs over ‘that
which more than all deferves cenfare, the being
afhamwed of afraid of attaining what sl the werld,
as well as ourfelves, would with vo atrrive at;e—is
But we would live for ever if we ceuld, and yet
be always yourg; we would annihilate the de--
predations of Time from fifteen to fixty : and even
then not be content, perhaps, to be thought in
our decline. ’ :

Were old age terrible to us merely as-it is the
forerunner of death, or as it is generally attended
with infirmities which render life a burden, I
fhould not be fo much furprifed; bat, alas! we
fee death and difeales feize on youth and Ttrength;
no time of life is a fecurity again{t either.—Nor {s-
it altogether the apprehenfion of being deprived of
what (hare of beauty Nature may have beltowed
upon us that renders it fo alarming, {ince that blfe.
may be loft by the fmallpox, and a thoufand ethet
accidents.—No, it is only the name, not the ‘ef-
fedts we fo mueh dread and I'beligve mvoft people
would rather chufe deformity with. youth tham:
comelinefs with old age. .

Q2
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This, and fome other propenfities of the ‘mind,
in my opinion, are fufficient to convince any think-
ing perfon of the importance of human under-
ftanding, and oblige us all te'own, with the poet,
that : -

Reafon in man is a twinkling lamp .
Of wand’ring life, that wakes and winks by turns §
Fooling the follower betwixt thade and fhining.

You will imagine, by my being fo ferious, that
I have not yet got over the fright the man put me
into, and indeed, I am not fure whether I haveor
not; but, be that as it will, 1 have refolution
enough to wifh, from the very bottom of my heart,
that you and I may grow old in friendihip, and
that, whatever effect time may have upen our Klﬂ\
fons, our minds may remain as now united; which
will be a balance again{t the mortifications in the
power of the old gentleman with the hourglafs, to,

My dear Lucy, .
Your’s, with the moft perfe&t amity,
v Hivaria,

LETTER XVHL
To a lady who had loft her beauty by the fmallpox.

My dear Ophelia,

I RECEIVED your’s, and rejoice too much on
your recovery to be able to condole with you
on any alteration your late illnefs has made in you;
and, indeed, how great foever it may be, am far
from thinking it deferves to be mentioned with that
concern you exprefs.——You have encountered
Death, and foiled him at one of his fharpeft wea-
pons; and, if you have received fome fcars, ought
to look upon them rather as trophies of viitory
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than blemifhes. What if your complexion  has

loft fome parts of its fair enamel, and your fea~ -

tures are not altogether fodslicate? ghe lefs charms

- your glafs prefents you with, the more you will

- find in your clofet ; and, deprived of vain pleafure-
in contemplating the graces of your outward form,
you will have the greater leifure to improve and:
embellifh thofe which are not fo eafily impaired. ' -

Let us pretend what we will, it is the ambition:

“of attracting admirers that renders beguty of fo-

" much value to all the young and gay ; but, if we-
confider ferioufly, we fhall find that it is virtue,:
F“d fenfe, fweetnefs of difpofition, and complai-
ance, of which the girdle of Citherea. fhould be:
compofed.—The fineft face in the world; without:
them, will not long maintain its empire over the:
il}u:‘t of a man of underftanding, as the poet.truly:
ays, ,

Beauty foon' grows familiar to the ey¢;
Virtuc alone has charms that never die.

Do not think, however, that I am glad to find’
" you are more on a level, than befote this accident,.
with the greateft part of our fex. I confefs, the
beauties of the ’Perfon greatly contribute to fet off’
and render thofe of the mind confpicuous, and, for-
that reafon, thould lament- extremely. any defeQ in:
the one, if I were not certain you had enough of:
the other to engrofs the whole attention of as ma--
ny as know you ; and' that they may every day-
increafe in the luftre of true dignity. is the. fincerd:
wifh of, .

My.dear Ophelia,.

~

Your’s

Soraraxtisn

Q3. N
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LETTER L

The following letter, written by Mr Gay,)giving an .
account of two lovers wha were [fruck dead by the -
Jame flafb of lightning, is reckoned a maflerpicce -
in epifiolary defcriptive writing. - P

“Stanton-Harcourt, Aug. 9, 1718,

H E only news you can expe& to have from
l me here is news from Heaven: for I am
chlite out of the world, and there is fcarce any
thing can reach me except the noife of thunder,
whieh undoubtedly you have heard too. We have
heard in old authors, of high towers levelled by
it to the ground, while the humble valleys have
efcaped. The only thing that is proof againt it
is the laurel, which, hawever, Itake to.be no great
fecurity to the brains of modern authors. But -
to let you fee that the contrary to this often hap-
pens, 1 muft acquaint you, that the higheft and moft
extravagant heap of towers in the univerfe, whick
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is in this neighbourhood, ftands flill undefaced,
while a cock of barley in our next field has been
confumed to afhes. Would to God that this heap
of barley had been all that had perithed! But un-
happily benéath this little fhelter fat two much
more conftant lovers than ever were found in ro-
mance under the fhade of a beech-tree. John Hewit
was a well-fet man of about five-and-twenty g Sa-
rah Drew might be rather called comely than bean-
tiful, and was about the fame age. They had paf-
fed through the various labours of- the year to-
fether with the greateft fatisfattion ; if fhe ulilked,
t was his morning and evening care to bring the
cows to her hand. It was but the laft fair that he
bought her a prefent of green filkk for her ftraw
hat; and the pofey on her filver ring was of his
chufing. Their love was the talk of the whole
neighbourhood ; for Scandal never 'affirmed that
they had any other views'than the’ lawful poffef
fion of each other in marriage. It was that very
morning that he had obtained the confent of her
parents, and it was but till the next week that they
. were to wait to be happy. Perhaps, in the inter- .
vals of their work they were now talking of their
wedding clothes, and John was fuiting feveral forts
of poppies and field-lowers to her complexion, to
<hufe her a knot for the wedding-day. While they
were thus bufied (it was on the latt of July, bev
tween two and three in the afternoon) the clouds
g:w black, and fuch a ftorm of lightning ard .
nder enfued, that all the labourers made the
beft of their way to what fhelter the trees and
hedges afforded. = Sarah was frightened, and fell
dowa in a fwoon on a heap of barley; John, who
never feparated from her, fat down by her fide,
having raked together two or three heaps, the
better to fecure her from the ftorm. Immediately
there was heard fo loud a crack, as if heaven had

~
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fplit’ afunder; every one was falicitous for the
fafety of his neighbour, and called to one another
throughout the field. No anfwer being returned
to thofe who called to cur lovers, they ftepped to
‘the place where they lay; they perceived the bar-
ley all in a fmoke, and then fpieg this faithful pair,
John with one arm about Sarah’s neck, and the
other held over her, as if to fcreen her from, the
lightning. They were both firuck in this tender
pofture. Sarah’s left eyebrow was finged, and @
there appeared a black fpot on her breaft; her lo-
ver was all over black, but not theleaft figns of
life were found in either. Attended by their me.
lancholy companions, they were conveyed to the
town, and the next day interred in Stanton-Har.
court church-yard. My Lord Harcourt, at Mr
Pope’s and my requeft,.has caufed a ftone to be
placed over them, upon condition that we fhould
furnifh the epitaph; which is as follows:

‘When eaftern levers feed the fumeral fire,

. On the-fame-pile the faithful pair expire:

" Here pitying Heav’n that virtue masual found,
And blafted both, that it might ngither wound.
Hearts fo fincere th® Alrgighty faw well pleas’d,
Sent his own lightning, and the vitims feiz’d.

But my Lord isapprehenfive the countrypeople
will not underftand this; and Mr Pope:fays he
will make one with fomething of fcripture in it,
and with as little poetry as Hopkins.and Sternhold.

I am, &,
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LETTER IL

Dhe three following letters were wrote by a you
lady of a geod family, and very genteely bre'i
(but afterwards reduced,) to a gentleman going

" abroad, under whofe care and protection fhe was
defirous of retiring, in the capacity of & houfe-
keeper, from the frowns of the world. T

SIR,

; N O circumftance is more fhocking than that of -
being obliged to ftrangers for relief; and,
however confcious I may be of my own innocence
and well-meaning, the prefumption of addrefling a
entleman in this manner may be a fufficient rea-
%on to prevent my receiving fuch a fhare of credit,
as, were I known to‘you, I might with juftice
pretend to. I have had the misfortune to receive
an education greatly above the rank that.Heaven
has allotted me, and I now, teo foon, at the age .

. of eighteen, have ftruggled through more difficul-
ties than you would chufe to be acquainted with ;
‘and it-would but ill become me to fhock the fhan
to whom I wifh to be obliged. It is now fome
timefince I formed the defign to leave England, .
and withdraw myfelf from the acquaintance of
thofe that have known me in a higher ftate. I can

- be content in a decent retirement, and fhall en-
deavour to do my duty in the fation I pretend to.
Chauce has directed me to you; and it is without
a blufh (and furely no one fhould be afhamed of
fo innocent a boldnefs) that I offer myfelf to attend

. you abroad in the quality of a houfekeeper. My
charadter and ftory you fhall be acquainted with ;
the firft will be no difcredit to me, and the latter,
perhbaps, may raife a compaflicn in you that may
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be ferviceable to me, If you approve my defign,
or have any curiofity to hear more, I would b

the favour of you to advertife, that the letter di.
re&ed to Tom’s was received, and I will then ven-

ture to trouble you again.

LETTER I
SIR, A

I HAVE fo few obligations to the world, that I
am at times furprifed at myfelf to find that the
idea of gratitude fhall be known to me, and yet ¥
feel a thankfulnefs in me for the notice you have
taken of my (perhaps indifcreet) application. A
thoufand diftradting thoughts have got the better
of my’ judgment ; and though I know where you
live, and am fully convinced that you would fcorn
to mean me an injury, yet a certain prejudice of
education forbids me to purfue what I defigned,
and I fhall now folicit nothing more from you than
a pardon for having taifed your expetation, and
engaged your curiofity to be acquainted with a
ftory that a womanifh pride will, perhaps, for ever
prevent being known. I flattered myfelf, when I
wrote before, that I had been miftrefs of more re-
folution ; but my fears {tartle me, and I am fo con-
vinced of the ill methods I have taken to beacquaint-
ed with you, (and your knowledge of the world
muft neceflarily encourage fuch {ufpicions of me,)
that no temptation can now be fufficient to make
me difcover myfelf. I am afhamed of what has
happened, and feel a refentment to myfelf for ha-
ving dared to alarm your good nature with fears
of an unfortunate young woman. I will fintter
myfelf you feel for me; and the tendernefs and
humanity that [ believe you mafter of fhall at leaft
be thus far fatisfied, that I will bereafter, K Yoc~
' : R
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tune has any favours to beftow on me, give you
the fatisfaction of knowing who I am, and by what
accident I thought of applying to you. Adieu!
Fe me flatte que le bon Dicu aura pitie de mon in-
nocencey car je n’ai jamais beaucoup fait de mal.

LETTER IV.
S IR,

WERE I in the leaft inclined to difcover myfelf,

fo immediate an anfwer to your advertife-
ment might in juftice be efteemed a forwardnefs ;
but as my refolution is fixed, it will bear a better
interpretation, and ought to be looked on ‘as a
decent regard for the perfon that feems to bear a
fhare in my misfortune. You may with great rea-
fon reproach me for having drawn you into fo idle
a correfpondence ; and the perfuafion I have of
your goodnefs and humanity are to me {trong tel-
- timonials that your inquiry is not the effet of a
giddy or ill meaning curiofity, but proceeds from
the true principles of virtue, and from a defign of
giving me all the afliftance I can wifh..I muft own,
that neceflity fir{t tempted me to apply; and tho’
I am determined to {top fhort, and give a check to
my ill judged fcheme, yet I will ever encourage
myfelf in a thankfulnefs to you, and compliment
my own judgment for having fo eafily difcovered
the perfections of fo amiable a charater. My pen
feems pleafed with the office of writing to you, and
Iam now prepared to run greater lengths than
Patience might excufe. We are all fond of doing
what is moft pleafing to us, and it is a flactering
of my vanity in the fuppofition of my having en-
gaged your good withes, My ftory, which is full
of a variety of fhocking circumf{tances and diftrefs,
added to a too fenfible feeling, has fo furnifhed me
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with expreflions, that I fhould conceive a hatred
to myfelf were I capable of a farther attempt to
make an impreffion on you. Adiea! I fhall for
ever love and honour your generous defign, and
will always have this fhare of merit with you, and
no neceflity nor other unfortunate circumftance
fiall again force me to give an alarm to your hu-
manity, or expofe me to myfelf for Raving dared
to raife your curiofity to the knowledge - 6f tha¢
which charity for every well-meaning perfen com- -
mands me to conceal.
Vous ‘allez vers la reputation Pers le credit, e
moi f’en reviens. R

(4

"LETTER V.

. o -

The following moft charming and affectionate letter;
univerfally admired, was written by Mr Pope té
the Bifbop of Rochefler, about & month before his
banifbment, ’

ONCE more I write to you as I promifed, and
this once I fear will be the laft; the curtain
will foon be drawn between my friend and me;
and nothing left but te wifh you a long gocd night.
May you enjoy a ftate of repofe in t%is life, not
unlike that fleep of the foul which fome have be;
lieved is to fucceed it, where we ly utterly forget:
ful of that world from which we are gone, and
ripening for that to which we are to go. If yod
retain any memory of the paft, let it only image
to you what has pleafed you beft ; fometimes pret
fent a dream of an abfent friend, or bring you
back an agreeable converfation. But, upon thé
whole, I hope you will think lefs of the time paft
than of the future; as the former has been left
kind to you than the latlicr infallibly will be. De -
. 2 .o - b ~
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not envy the world your ftudies; they will tend
to the benefit of mea 3gainft whom yeu can have
no complaint, I mean of all pofterity; and, per-
haps, at your time of life nothing elfe is worth your
care. What is every year of a wife man’s life but
a cenfure or critic on the paft 2 Thole whofe date
is the fhortell live long enough to laugh at one
half of it. The boy defpifes the infant, the man
the boy, the philofopher both, and the Chriftian
all. You may now gegin to think your manhood
was too much a puerility ; and you will never fuf-
fer your age to be but a fecond infancy. The toys
and baubles of your chilchood are hardly new more
below you than thofe toys of our riper and declin-
ing‘years, the drums and rattles of ambition, and
_ the dirt and baubles of avarice, At this time, when
you are cut-off from a little fociety, and made a
titizen of the world at large, you fhould bend your
talents, not to ferve a party, or a few, but all
mankind. Your genius fhould mount above that
mift in which its participation and aeighbourhood
with earth hath long involved it. To fhine abroad,
and to Heaven, ought to be the bifinefs and the
glory of your prefent fituation. Rewmember it
was at fuch a time that the greateft lights of anti-
quity dazzled and blazed the moft; in their retreat,
in their exile, or in their death. But why do I
tilk of dazzling or blazing ? it was then that they
did good, that they gave light, and that they be-
came guides to mankind. ‘

Theole aims alone are worthy of fpirits truly
reat, and fuch, I therefore hope, will be your’s.
efentment indeed may remain, perhaps cannot

be quite extinguifhed, in the noblelt minds; but
revenge will never harbour there. Higher prin-
giples than thofe of the firfl, and better principles
than thofe of the latter, will infallibly influence .
aen whg’e thoughts and whafe hearts are enlag-
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ged, and caufe them to prefer the whole to any
part of mankind, efpecially to fo {fmall a part as
one’s fingle felf.

Believe me, my Lord, I look upon you as a
fpirit .entered into another life, as one jult upon
the edge of immortality, where the paflions and af-
fections muft be much more exalted, and where
you ought to defpife all lictle views, and all mean
retrofpeds. Nothing is worth your looking back,
and therefore look forward, and make (Es you
can) the world look after you; burt take care that
it be not with pity, but with efteem and admira-

. v

tion.
1 am, with the greateft fincerity, and pafiion
for your fame and bappinefs, g

4 You_r"s,'r'&c.
LETTER VR

%o Lady —— from Mr Pope on witty and ferious
' . letters..

Madam, .

I AM not at all concerned to think that this let.
ter may be lefs entertaining than fome 1 have
fent. I-know you are a friend that will think a
kind lecter as good as a diverting one. He that
gives you his mirth, makes. a. much lefs prefent
than he that gives you his heart; -and true friends
would rather fee fuch thoughts as they communi- -
cate only to one another, than what they “fquan-
der about to all the world. They who can fet a
right value on any thing, will prize one tender
well-meant word above all that ever made them
Faugh in their lives. If I did nor think fo of you,q,
1 thould never have taken much pains to endeavour
to pleafe you by writing, or any thing e\e. Wix,

R3
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Y am fure, I-want, at leaft in thé degree that | fee
others have it, who would at all feafons alike be
entertaining ; but I would willingly have fome
qualities that may be (at fome feafons) of more
¢omfort to myfelf, ind of more fervice to my
friends. I would cut off my own heed, if it
had néthing better than wit in it; and tear out
my own heart, if it had no better difpofition than
- to laugh only myfelf, and laugh at all my neigh-
bours. -
" I know you will think it an agreeable thing to
hear that | have done a great deal bf Homer.. If
it be tolerable the world may thank you for it;
for if I could have feen you every day, and ima-
gined my company conld every day bave pleafed
you, ‘I fhould ‘fcarce have thought it worth my
while to pleafe the world. How many verfes could
I gladly have left unfinithed, and turned into it,
for people to fa{ what they would of, bad I been °
ermitted to pafs all thofe hours more pleafingly ?
Vhatever fome may think, fame is a thing T am
much lefs covetous of than your friendthip; for-
that, I hope, will laft all my life ; the othér I ean-
not anfwer for. ~What if they fhould both grow
greater after my death? Alas! they would both
e of no advantage to me. Therefore think upon
. it, and love me as well as ever you ean while F
live. ' :
Now [ talk of fame, I fend you my Temple of
- Fame, which is juft come out : but my fentiments.
about it you will fee better by this epigram. '

What’s fame with men, by cuftom of the nation,
Is call’d in women only reputation ¢

About them both why keep we fuch a pother ¥
Past you with oae, and I'll renounce the other,
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LETTER VIL
To the Hon. Mrs H—, from Mr Pope.

Maslan),

LL the pleafure or ufe of familiar letters is
to give us the affurance of a friend’s welfare;
at leaft it is all I know, who am a mortal enemy
and defpifer of what they call fine letters. In this
view, I) promjfe you, it will always be a fatisfac-
tion to me to write letters, and to receive them
from you ; becaufe I unfeignedly bave your good
at my heart, and am that thing whichmany people
make only a {ubjeét to difplay their fine fentiments
upon, a friend; which is a chirader that admits
of little to be faid, till fomething may be done.
Now, let me fairly tell you, I do not like your
ftyle: it is very pretty, thereforeI don’t like it ;-
and if you writ as well as Voiture, I would not
aive a farthing for fuch letters, unlefs 1 were to
11 them-to be printed. 'Methinks I have loft the
Mrs L¥¥* [ formerly kneéw, who writ and talked
like other people, (and fometimes better.) You

- muft allow me to fay, you have not faid a fenfible

thing in all your letter, except where you fpeak of
fhowing kindnefs, and expeging it in return; but
the addition you make about your being but two-
and-twenty is again in the ftyle of wit and abomi-
nation. To fhow you how very fatisfaétory you
wrote, in all your letters you have never told me
how you do. Indeed I fee it was abfolutely nes
ceflary for me to write to you, before you tonti-.
nue to take more notice of me ; for 1 ought to telt
you what you are to expeét; that is to fay, kind-
nefs, which I never failed {I hope) to return ; and
net wit, which, if I wanat, I am pot much conceror



200 THE COMPLETE°

ed, becaufe judgment is a better thing; and if I
had, I would make ufe of it, rather to play upon
thofe I defpifed, than to trifle with thofe I loved.
You fee, in fhort, after what manner you may
moft agreeably write to me. Tell me you are my
friend, and you can be no more at a lofs about
that article. As I have opened my mind upon this
to you, it may alfo {erve for Mr H——, who wiil
fee by it what manner of letters he muft exped,
if he correfponds with me. As I am too ferioufly
your’s and his fervant to put turns upon you in-
ftead of good wifhes, fo, in return, I fhould have
nothing but honeft plain How do ye’s, and, Pray
remember me’s ; which, not being fit to be thown
to any body for wit, may be a proof we corref-
pond only for ourfelves, in mere friendlinefs; as
doth, God is my witnefs,
: Your very, &c.

LETTER VII

From My Pope to Mr Steele, on ficknefs and dying
young.

YOU formerly obferved to me, that nothing
‘L made a more ridiculous figure in a man’s life
than the difparity we often find in him fick and
well : thus one of an unfortunate conftitution is
perpetually exhibiting a miferable example of the
weaknefs of his mind and of his body in their turns,
I bave had frequent opportunities of late to confi-
der myfelf in thefe different views, and I hope hava
received fome advantage by it, if what Waller fays.
be true, that

The foul’s dark cottape, batter’d and decay’d,
Lets in new light thro’ chinks that time has made.

Then furely ficknefs contributing no lefs than c.yld
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age to the fhaking down this fcaffolding of the bge

dy, may difcover the inward firu&ure more plain- .

ly. Sicknefs is a fort of early old age: it teaches
us a diffidence in our earthly {tate, and infpires us
with the thoughts of a-future, better than 3 thou-
fand volumes of philofophers and divioes ; it gives
fo warning a concuflion te thofé props-of our va-
nity, our {trength and youth, that we then think
of fortifying ourfelves within when thére is fo lit.
" tle dependence upon* our outworks.. Youth, at the
very beft, is but a betrayer ‘of human life in a
gentler and fmoother manmer than age: it is like
a {tream that nourifhes a plant upon a2 bank, and
caufes it to flourifh and bloflom to the fight, but,
at the fame time, it is undermining it at the root
in fecret. My youth has dealt. more fairly and
openly with me; it has afforded feveral profpects
of my danger, and given mean advantage not very
common to young men, that the attrafions of the
world have not dazzled me very much; and I be-
_ gin where moft people end, with a full convic.
tion of the emptinefs of all forts of ambition, and
the unfatisfatory nature of all human_pleafure.
When a fmart fit of ficknefs tells me this fcurvy
tenement of my body will fall in a little time, I
am even as unconcerned as was that honeft Hiber-
nian, who, being in bed in the great {t6rm, fome
years ago, was told the houfe would “tumble ovef.
his head, made anfwer, ¢ What care 1 for the
#¢ houfe? I am only a lodger.” I fancy it is the bef

time to die when one is in the beft humour; and, -

- fo exceflively weak as I now am, I may fay with
confcience, that I am not at all uneafy at the
thought that many men, whom I never had any
efteen for, are likely to enjoy this world after me.
When I refle& what an inconfiderable little atom
every fingle marwr is ‘with refpe to the whole cre-
ation, wethinks it is a fhame .t be concerned ac
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the removal of fuch a trivial animal as I am. The
morning after my exit the fun will_rife as bright
as ever, the flowers will fmell as fweet, the plants
fpring as green, the world will proceed in its old
courfe, people will laugh as heartily, and marry
as faft, as they are ufed ro do. ‘¢ The memory of
¢ man,’’ (as it is elegantly exprefled in the Book of
Wifdom) * paffeth away as the remembrance of
¢ a gueft that tarrieth but one day.”’ There are
reafons enough in the fourtlr chapter of the fame
book to make any youog man contented with -the
profpe@ of death. ¢ For honourable age is
& not that which ftandeth in length of time, or is
¢ meafured by number of years; but wifdom is
¢ the gray hair to men, and an unfpotted life is
¢ old age. He was taken away fpeedily, left wic.
¢ kednefs fhould alter his underftanding, or deceit
¢ beguile his foul,” &c.

~ o

I am your’s, &e.
LETTER IX

The Panrour LookiNG-GLASS to the beautiful
’ Angelica.

Madam,l :

I HAVE enjoyed the honour of ferving your La-
4 dyfhip fome years; during which time, as you
have been plea()c’d to favour me with evident marks
of your efteem, and a familiarity that none of your
other utenfils can boalt of, though many of them
my betters by far; as therefore I have fhown you
to yourfelf fo often, and been fo happy always to
have my fidelity approved of by your Ladyfhip, I
bope you will pardon my boldnefs, in taking this
method to difcover to you fome failings in your- -
felf, which my furface cannot properly reprefent,
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If I may prefume to fay To, Madam, you confult
e much too often, and I am. confident it would
be better for you if you was to be a greater {tran-
ger to me. How many thoufand times muft you
be told that you are handfome ?—1I affure you of
it every day ; but you will not be fatisfied unlefs
I tell you fo every hour, nay, almoft every md-
ment.—I cannot lie; your perfon is exceeding ami~
able; but I mufl, at the fame time; inform your
Ladythip, with my ufual fincerity, that you would
be infinitely more agreeable if you did not think
fo. Cenfider, Madam, I befeech you, that if you
come to me ten thoufand times a-day, I cannot
make you a bit the better, or the handfomer; but
fhall certainly deftroy one of the fineft ornaments
of Beauty, by rendering you too well acquainted
with your own perfeitiens. Whenever you ftand
before me, with all yeur charms fet forth to the
beft advantage, I perceive yon are apt to view
yourfelf with too great pleafure, and grow proud
and conceited of .your own beauty ; which, in time,
will ‘make other people defpife and ridicule you;.
and therefcre I honeltly. and ingenuoufly intreat
you to avoid my company ; for, Madam, I muft
confefs, that the worft enemy the fair ones have
cannot do them fo much prejudice as I their chief
favourite. It grieves me to the heart to find it fo,
and often puzzles me extremely to account for
their fondnefs of .me, when I {o continually do
them mifchief.—Whether it be, as a witty gentle-
man once faid of me, from my talent of cafting re-
fle@ions :— or whether it be from the large quan-
tity of quickfilver which belongs to me, and with-
out which I am ufele(s as well as innocent ; for,
as the learned obferve, Madam, mercury is highly
prejudicial to your fex, either when there is too
much of it in the compofition of a fair lady, or
when it is ufed externally as an help to Yheaury %
[}

-,
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as, in the former cafe, it is generally the caufe of
extenfive levity, fo, in the latter, it is always ob-
ferved to hurt the eyes, and deface thofe charms
which it is deligned to affit and improve :—or,
whether my daily gilded frame is too apt to in-
fect the mind of the beholder with vanity : — or,
laftly, whether it be from the brittlenefs of my
other materials, which, by a kind of fympathy af.
fect people whe are too frequently converfant with
me : From whatever caufe it proceeds, a lady
who has a fine face, might almoft as well fall into
the fmallpox as to be often in my company. How
many charming creatures have I {poiled, and made
beauty the greateft misfortune that could befall
them !—I cannot . think on it witheut concern.—
Why am I fated to be thus unlucky, and injure
thofe the moft that love me beft ?” Alas! why was
I made a looking-glafs! Was it my defire to be
covered with filver, and inclofed-in a frame of
gold !—did I afpire to be fixed in this honourable

lace, and become a lady’s favourite !-—Oh ! that

had been fome meaner piece of furniture, lefs
refpe@ed, and lefs mifchievous. Keep off, dear Ma-
dam, I befeech you, from an unhappy thing, which
Deftiny makes pernicious to the lovelieft creature
‘under heaven, or I fhall foon infect you with the
wor{t difeafe incident to beauty, and that is vani.
ty.—I am, it is true, an ufeful fervant, if employ.
ed only when I ought to be, which is feldom ; but
if a lady grows fo fond of me, that the runs to ak
my opinion of every look ; if the confults me for-
ty times for once that fhe goes to her Prayer-book
. or Bible, I fhall certainly prove much more hurt-

ful to her than age or uglinefs. 1 beg, Madam,
- that you will interpret what your poor fervant fays
to proceed wholly fron refpe& and love for you.—-
The tender regard [ have for your Ladythip, toge-
ther with fome fymptoms I lacely bave difcovered,
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make me fearful for you 1, dread the appre-
henfion of bringing contempt on fo good a ml{frefs,
and would not for the world be the occafion of your
lofing any one grace of fo fine a woman : —No !
-rather let me be broken into a thoufand pieces! I
am not without fear of ,giving offence by the free-
dom I have taken? but though you banith me your °
prefence, I'cannot forbear fpeaking in a cafe where
your Ladyfhip’s good feems fo much concerned;
and indeed, if what I dread fhould come to pafs,
it would be better for us to part for ever.—Better
for you to be without my fervice than to fuffer by
it; and better for me to lofe my lady, and be’
thrown into a corner, than remain where I am,
and be acceffary and inftrumental in fpoiling as
~ much {weetnefs and beauty as ever Looking-glafs
bad the happinels to thow. I am, Madam, with
the moft dutiful refpect, '

Your imoft faithful and devoted
bumble fervant,

ParLoUR LoOKING-GLASS,
LETTER X

From Hortenfius lo his friend Palemon, giving him
an account of his happinefs in retirement.

I WRITE this while Cleora is angling by my fide,
under the fhade of a fpreading elm that hangs
over the banks of the river. A nightingale, more
harmonious'even than Strada’s, is ferenading us
from a hawthorn bufh, which fmiles with all the
gaiety of youth and beauty: while

Gentle gales,

Far, wning their odont’ vous wings, difpenfe

Native perfumes, and whifper whencg they ftole .
Thoic balmy fpoils. S T,



206 THE COMPLETE

While I am thus enjoying the innocent luxury
of this vernal delight, Tlook back upon thofe fcenes
of turbulence wherein I was engaged with more
. than ordinary diftafte, and defpife myfelf for ever
having entertained fo mean a thought as to be rich
and great. One of our monarchs ufed to fay,
¢t That be looked upon thofe to be the happieft
t men in the nation, whofe fortune had placed
¢¢ them in the country above a high conftable, and
¢ below the trouble of a juftice of peace.” Itis
in a mediacrity of this happy kind that I here pafs
my life, with a fortune far above the neceffity of
engaging in the drudgery of bufinefs, and with de-
fires much too humble to have any relith for the
iplendid baits of ambition.” You muft not, howe-
ver, imagine that I affect the Stoic, -or pretend to
have eradicated all my paffions. The fum of my
philofophy amounts to no more than to cherith
none but fuch as I m2y eafily and innocently . gra-
tify, and to banifh all the reft as fo many bold in-
truders upon my repofe. I endeavour to pradife
the maxim of a French poet, by confidering every
thing that is not witkin my pofleffion as not worth
having. It is impoflible, Palemon, to reconcile
you to thefe unafpiring fentiments, and ‘to lower
your flight to the humble level of genuine happi-
nefs ? Let me, at lealt, prevail with you to fpare
a day or two from the certamina divitiarum, (as
Horace, I think, calls them,) from thofe fplendid
contefts in which you are engaged, juft to take a
view of the fort of life we lead in the country. If
there is any thing wanted to complete the happi-
nefs I here find, it is, that you are fo feldom a
witnefs to it. Adieu !
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LETTER XL |
A letter of confolation ou the death of a friend.

SHQULD never have believed, Madam, that

one of your lerters could have affli¢ted me, how
bad news foever it had brought me. The bare
fight of your writing feemed to me a remedy
again{t every evil that [ could imagine; but I ac-
knowledge 1o you, it is an extreme grief to me
that I have been informed of the lofs we bave had.
Our friend was valuable in every refpeét ; the was
beautiful, tender, generous, witty, and of fo juft
a judgment that {he valued you above every thing
in the world. She had over and-above, in dying,
the only good quality which {be wanted during her
life; that is, fhe bore with refolution a thing, the
bare name of which had made her tremble. She
accompanied this greatnefs of foul with fo truly a
Chriftian piety, that I think we ought not to mourmn
for her. It is loving her with tog felfilh an affec-
tion to be forrowful when (he leaves us in erder
to be better, and when the goes to enjoy in the
other world a repofe which the could never find
in this. 1 {hall endeavour to make advantage of
the exhortation you gave me to follow fo good are
example, and it will not be the firft time that you
have made me a better man. The troubles I have
hitherto had will not ill aflift your admonitions ;.
for I think few things contribute more to make us
die without reluctancy than to have no pleafure in.
life, Not that I fhould be very glad to finith my
career too haftily, feeing that you muft return
foon. You may guefls whether it be eafy for me
to renounce the advantage of feeing you again, and:
of protefting to you to what degree I am, &c.
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LETTER XIL

From a gentleman to bis fin, juft arrived from Pa-
ris, againft fervile complaifance and talkatives
nefs; with fome direltions bow to bebave politely
in company. . :

 Dear Tom,

'I‘HERE is fomething in your behaviour fince
your return from Paris that difpleafes me,
and I muft frankly tell you, that I don’t think
you are at all benefited by travelling. You have,
by keeping company with eoxcombs, or by mifta-
king ceremony f=: politenefs, contracted a habit
of not only talking much, and in a very frothy
trifling manner, but of [acrificing every thing to
compliment. Even your fincerity is offered up to
ceremony ; and you think yourfelf obliged in point
of good manners, to agree, like Polonius in the -
play, with every thing that is faid, whether right
er wrong. You don’t want underftanding, Tom ;
nor are you without a good fhare of learning:
and yet that eternal fimper, that cringe and obfe-
quioufnefs, render both fufpected, and tire all your
acquaintance, who (I am told) laugh at your be-
haviour, and fpeak of this behind your back, tho*
they have not friendfhip enough to confefs it to
your face. But your father, who loves you fin-
cerely, and who confiders you as a part of himfelf,.
can never fee you do any thing that may tend to
your difadvantage, without warning you of the
confequence; for that father muft have a very bad
heart, ‘or a_very bad head, indeed, who does not
inform his fon of his faults. Your’s is not an er-
ror of difpofition, but of judgment, and therefore
it may be eafily reéified. You, I know, my dear
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Tom, intend it for civility and pelitenefs ; but you:
are miftaken. Forced and affe¢téd compliments

are the rever{e. Politenefs is ever attained with-
" eafe and freedom, and defpifes every thing thar is*
unnatural. Befides, this cringing and fawning.
render your fincerity fufpeted. Thofe whe make

large profeflions to every body are efteemed by no-
body. It is all confidered “as froth, and their

friendibip is {uppofed 1o be as trifling,. infipid, and

troublefome, as their converfation. Caft off,

therefore, my dear Tom, this fort of behaviour,

and put on one that is more manly, and confiftent

with the charater of your family, who were al--
ways efteemed for their opennefs, freedom, and

{inceriey, which eutitles a man.-to- more refpect

than all the fine fpeeches and low bows in the
world. "Not that I would have you entirely dif-

regard what you brought from the dancing-fchool.

A proper deportment is neceflary, ard even a lit-

- tle ceremony may be confiftent with politenefs.
and good manners ; it is the excefs that makes it

blameable. Look at Mr Montague, for in this

cafe one example is better than ten precepts; he

is efteemed an accomplifhed gentleman, every one

is pleafed with his behaviour, all are charmed

with his converfation; and the means he purfu-

ed to attain this art of pleafing univerfally dre.
thefe:. ! . .

He takes care to keep none but gbod company,.
(for by his company he is fenfible that he fhall be
kuown and diftinguithed ;) among fuch his ears
are ever open to receive inftruétion; for he con- -
fiders, that a filent young man generally makes a-
wife old one. He attends to every body, and
fpeaks but little, and that not till he has heard
and colle@ed the opinions of the whole company ;
well knowing, that he fhall profit inore by hearing
than fpeaking on any vfukée&-,‘ and UmaN oy NS

-3 :
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means, he not only fathoms the capacities of the
company, but alfo gratifies, as it were, and obli-
ges each perfon, by giving him an opportunity to-
talk ; and efpecially when, with proper queftions,.
he introduces fuch fubjecs as each man can fpeak
to with propriety and judgment. This he does
with wonderful dexrerity, and offers every one an:
occafion of difplaying his talents; for he knows
that, in order to keep up an univerfal good hu--
mour, every man fhould be pleafed with himfelf
as well as with his company.- And, pray, what
‘pleafes a man more than to have an opportunity:
of letting the circle know that he is fomebody ¢
How unlike him are thofe who, having feen mo-
thing of the world, expofe themfelves to contempt:
and ridicule, by impertinently giving their opinion
of things they db not underftand ? What Mr Mon-
tague fays is always to the purpofe, is properly:
addrefled, and every body hears him with fatis-
faltion ; for though he is young in years, heis
old in experience and underftanding. ‘"When he
fpeaks, it is always with a becoming eafe and free-
d%m. He has refolution. enough to defend- and
fupport the truth; but always delivers his fenti-
ments in fuch.a manner that it may not appear
like dictating to the company; and when he has.
done, he hears (let them differ. from him ever fo
much) with patiénce, complacency, and temper. In
fhort, Tom, excufes of ceremony will never gain
a man friends, but impertinent babbling will, un-.
doubtedly, create him enemies : for converfation:
is a banquet which every man is entitled to a
fhare of who is prefent ; and why fhould any one
expeit to have the whole fealt to himfelf ? Pe-
fides, the very end of converfation, which is im..
provement, is thereby deltroyed; for he who als
ways talks has no time to hear, and, confequently,
.can'reap no benefit from what v A\ in companys
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Another vice in converfation (if I may be allowed:
that expreflion) I would caution you againft; and:
that is talking obfcenely; which is not only a
mark of a depraved mind, but of low breeding,
and is never- encouraged but in the company of
fools ; fince, as my Lord Rofcommon juftly ob-.
ferves:

¢ Immpdeft words admit of no defence;
# For want of decency. is want of fenfe..

I'am, dear fon,
Your truly affedtionate father..

LETTER XIIL

The following letter was written to the Dean of”
Haterford by a widower, the father of fix chil-
dren, under the ficlitious nume of Flzevir.
The defign of it was to invite the Dean and his

" company to fupper, particularly Mifs Elizabeth

- Marfbal, a-young lady absut eighteen, and
whof? fortune was 30,000 ). who was lodged in
the Dean’s ftudy, he having much company at:
that time. '

" Rev. Sir; ) .

I AM told there is a book” which lyes in your
ftudy in fheets : and all who have feen it admire
that it {hould remaiu fo lo..g unbound. 1 think-it
i5- called Marfhal’s Epithalamivin or fome fuch
name ; but left I thouid be miftaken.in the title, I
will deferibe it as weil as | can. :

It \is a-fair and beausitul manufcript, the ink
very black and fhininz, on the whiteft virgin vel-
lum_ that can be im gined ;. the characters are fo
nice and delicate as to difcover it to be the work
of fome mafterly hand; and there is Sudn a Sywe
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metry and exaét proportion in all its parts, and
the featurcs (if I may fo call them) are fo juft and
true, that it puts the reader often to a {tand in
in admiring the beauties of them.

The book has an additional ornament, which it
did not want, all the margin being flourifhed with.
gold; but that which commends it more is, that
though it has been written full eighteen years, as
I have been informed, yet it is not fullied nor
flained ; infomnuch that one would think it was.
never once turned over by any man.

The volume of itfelf does not appear to be of
apy great bulk, and yet I underftand it has been.
valued at 30,000 /.

"It is a pity fo valuable a piece fhould ever be:
loft; and the way to prevent this is-by increafing,
the copies of it. If the author will give confent,
and you will licenfe it, I will immediately put it
into the prefs. I.have all the neceffary apparatus
for the purpofe, and a curious fet of letters, that
were never ufed but in the impreflion of one book,.
and of this too no more than half a dozen copies :.
{o that you muft imagine they are never the worfe
for wearing. For wmy part, [ will fpare no pains
to embellith end adorn the whole with the moft
natural and lively figures; aund I fhall not defpair
of producing an edition as beautiful in the eyes.
of men as tiie dear original is at prefent in mine,
Methinks I could read it with pleafure night
and day.

If therefore you will do me the favour to let
me have your company this evening, and bring
this incomparable piece along with you,. it will.
add to the entertainment of every one, but parti--
cularly of him, who is always, wiih great relpe&,.

Rev. Sir,
Your moft obedient fervant,.
and faithful friend,

Y‘A\.’Lt\x b
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LETTER XIV.
From *¥% o Cleora, on the pleafures of retirement,

Madam,

T is certainly better for yourfelf, and more for

the fecurity of mankind, that you fhould live
in fome rural abode than appear in the world;
fuch perfons as you are.fatal to the public tran-..
quillity, and do mifchief without ever defigning
it: but I muft own, when belles and beaux retire
to country fhades for the fake of heavenly con-
templation, the world will be well reformed. A
hermit’s life might be tolerable . while the ferious
hours are divided between Hyde.park and the
opera : but a more diftant retreat, in the full pride
of your charms and youth, would be very extra-
ordinary. To be convinced by fo early experience,
that mankind are only amufed with dreams and
fantaftic appearances, muft proceed-from a fupe-
rior degree of virtue and good fenfe. After a
thoufand convictions of the vanity of other pur-
fuits, how few know the emphafis of thefefew liness

Sweet folitude ! when life’s gay hours are paft,

Howe’er we range, in thee we fix at laft.

‘Tofs’d thro’ tempeftuous feas, (the voyage o’er,)

Pale we look back, and blefs the friend'y (hore.

Our own ftrict judges, our paft life we fcan,

And ask if virtue has cnlarg’d the fpan ?

1f bright the profpcét, we the grave defy,

Truft future ages, and contented die. Tickel.

Nothing, perhaps, is more terrible to the ima-
gination than an abfolute folitude; yet, I muft
own fuch a retreat, as difengages the mind from
thofe interefts and paffions which mankind gene-
rally purfue, appeirs to me the mo(t certain w::iy
to happinels ; quietly to withdraw from the crowd,
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and leave the gay and ambitious to divide the ho-
nours and pleafures of the world, without being 2
rival or competitor in any of thefe advantages,
muft leave a perfon in perfed and unenvied repofe.

Without any apology, I am going to talk to
myfelf ; and what follows may be properly called
a digreflion. '

Let me lofe the remembrance of this buly
workl, and hear no more of its diltrading tu-
mults! Ye vain grandeurs of the earth! ye pe-
rithing riches and fantaftic p'eafures ! what are

- your proudelt boalts ? Can you yield undecaying
delights, joys becoming the d:gnity of reafon, and
the capacities of an immortal mind ? atk the hap-
py fpirits above at what price they value their
enjoyments? afk them, if the whole creation
fhould purchafe one moment’s interval of their
blifs ! No :—One beam of celeftial light obfcures
and cafts a reproach on all the beauty this world
can boaft.

This is talking in butkins, you will think; and,
indeed, I may refign crowns and fceptres, and give
up the grandeurs of the world, with as much ima-
ginary triumnph as a hero might fight battles and
cunquer armies in a dream. -

In the height of this romantic infult, I am,

Madam, )
Your moft obliged humble fervant.

LETTER XV,
In the _/t‘_ylefof a lady, by Mr Pope.

PRAY what is your opinion of fate? for I muft
confefs I am one of thofe that believe in fate
and predeitination. No, I cannot go-fo far as
that; but I own I am of opinion one’s ftars may
incline though not compel one ; and that is.a fore
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of free-will : for we may be able to re(xft mclma-
tion, but not compulfion.

Do not you think they have got ‘into the moft
prepofterous fafhion this winter that ever was, of
flouncing the petticoat fo very deep that it looks
like an entire coat of luteftring 2

It is a little cool, indeed, for this-time of year ;
but then, my dear, you wnll allow it has an ex-
‘treme clean pretty look. o :

Ay, fo has my muflin apron ; but I would not
chufe to make it a winter fuit of clothes,

Well, row I will fwear, child, you have put me
in mind of a very pretty drefs ; Let me die if I do
not think a muflin flounce, made very full, wouid
give one a very agreeable flircation air.

‘- Well, T fwear it would be charming! and I
fhould like it of all things—Do you think there are
any fuch thing as fpirits ?

Do you believe there is any fuch placc as the
Elyfian fields! O gad, that would be charming!
I with T were to go to the Elyfian fields when I
die, and then I fhould not care’if I were to leave
the world to-morrow ; but is one to meet there
with what one has loved moft in this world ?

Now you muft tell me this pofitively. To be
fure you can, or what do I correfpond with you
for, if you will not tcll me all ? Y]:)u know I abo-
minate referve,

LETTER XVL
To Mrs Rowe, on vanity of all ﬁblunary en_]oy-

ments,

P(‘ SIPLE feem at prefent more bufily employed

in preparing for the King’s birthday than for
their owa laft; and appear to be in greater anxie-
ty for a feat in the dancing-room than im a Seax
in Paradlfe.
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I was laft night with ——; a barge of mufic
followed us; but, in the midft of this gaiety, your
letter was not the only thing that put me in mind
of mortality : I had fuch a violent pain in my head,
that neither the wit of the company, the foftnefs
of the mufic, nor the beauty of the evening, could
give me any {incere delight.—If pleafure be the lot
of man, it muft be in fomething beyond the grave;
for, on this {ide, conftant experience tells us all
is vanity.

But this confeflion has hardly any influence on
human condu& ; for people in a high rank muft-
often adt againft their reafon to avoid being thoughs
unfafhionable ; and for fear of being thought mad
by the modifth world, muft a& in a manner which
they are fenfible is being truly fo,. to be in vogue
with their polite contemporaries. = -

I cannot forbear thinking with myfelf, that, if
a being, endued with reafon and a capacity of
judging, (an inhabitant of another planet, and an
utter {tranger to our nature,) could take a-view
of our aftions, he would be at a lofs what to ima-
gine we were ; and, had he no informer, but was
to judge by our condué, he would certainly either
imagine that we were a fpecies who were infured
always to live in the world we now inhabit, or
elfe that, after enjoying ourfelves here as long as
we could, we were to be infen{ible for ever, with-
out the leaft expettation of a future judgment, pu-
nifhment, or reward, .

You would hardly make an apology for defiring
me to write to you, if you knew how much plea-
fure the injunction gives

Your’s unalterably,

CLEORA.
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LETTER XVIL

From My Locke, direéled thus:

For Anthony Collins, Efy. to be delivered to him af- .
ter my deceaft. :

Dear Sir,

BY my will you will fee that I had fome kindne(s
for * * **, And I know po better way to take
care of him than to put him, and what I defigned
for him, into your hands and management. The
knowledge I have of your virtue of all kinds fe-
cures the truft which, by your permiffion, I have
laced in you ; and the peculiar love and efteem I
ﬁavc obferved in the young man for you will dif-
pofe him to be ruled and influenced by you; fo
that of that I need fay nothing. But there is one
thing which it is neceffary for me to recommend to
your efpecial care and memory * * ¥, .

May you live long and happy in the enjoyment
of health, freedom, content, and all thofe bleffings-
which Providence has beftowed on yeu, and your
virtue entitles you to. I know' you loved me li-
ving, and will preferve my memery sow I am.
dead. All the ufe to bé made of it is, that this life
is a fcene of vanity that fooa paffes away ; and af-
fords no folid fatisfa&tion but in the confcioufnefs

of doing well, and in the bopes of another life.

This is what I can {ay upon experience, and
what you will find to be true, when you come to
‘make up the account. Adieu! I leave my beflt -

wifhes with you,
- ' Joan Locke.



118 THE COMPLETE

LETTER XVIL

To Cleora.
Auguft £1, 1y56.

THOUGH it is but a few hours fince I parted

from my Cleora, yet I have already, you fee,
taken up my pen to write to you. You muft not
expe&, however, in this, or in any of my future
letters, that I fay fine things to you; fince I only
intend to tell you true ones. My heart is too full
to be regular, and too {incere to be ceremonious.
I have changed the manner, not the ftyle, of my
former converfation ; and I write to you, as I ufed
to talk to you, without form or art. Tell me then,
with the fame undiffembled fincerity, what effe@®
this abfence has upon your ufual cheerfulnefs? As
I will honeftly confefs, on my own part, that I
am too interefted to wifh a circumftance fo little
confiftent with my repofe fhould be altogether re-
concileable to your’s. I have attempted, howe-
ver, to purfue your advice, and divert .nyfeif by
the fubjeét you recommended to my thoughts ; but
it is impoffible, I pg¢rceive, to turn off the mind at
once from an objed which it has long dwelt upon
with pleafure. My heart, like a poor bird which
is hunted frow her neft, is {lill returning to the
place of her affe&tions, and, after fome vain efforts
to fly off, fettles again where all its cares and all
its tendernefs are centered. Adieu.

LETTER XIX.
Zo Col. R—--s in Spain, from his lady in England,

E F O RE this can reach the beft of hufbands,
and the fondeft lover, thofe tender names will
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be of no more concern to me. The indifpofition
in which you, to obey the dictates of honour and:
‘duty, left me, has increafed vpon me; and I am
acquainted by my phyficians I cannot live a week
longer. At this time my fpirits fail me, and it is
the ardent love I have for you that carries me be-
yond my ftreugth, and enables me to tell you the -,
moft painful thing in the profpe of death is, that
1 muK part with you: but let it be a comfort to
you, I have no guilt that hangs upon me, no un-
repented folly that recards me; but I pafs away
my laft bours in refletion upon the happinefs we
kave lived in together, and in forrow that it is fo.
foon to have an end. This is a frailty which, I
hope, is fo tar from being criminal, that, methinks,
there is a kind of piety in being fo unwilling to
be feparated from a ftate which is the inftitution
of Heaven, and in which we have lived according
to its laws. As we know no more of the next
Ife but that it will be an happy one to the good,
and wmiferable to the -wicked, why may we not
pleafe ourfelves, at leaft, to alleviate the difficulty
of refigning this being, in imegining that we fhall®
have a fenfe of what pafles below, and may, pofii-
bly, be employed in guiding the fteps of thofe-with:
whom we walked with innocence when morta) 2.
Why may not I hope to go on in my ufual -work,
and, though unknown to you, be affiftant in all:
the confliéts of your mind? give me leave-to fay-
to you, O beft of men! .that [ cannot figure to:
myfelf a greater happinefs than in fuch an employ-
‘ment ¢ to be prefent at all the adventures t6 which
human life is expofed ; to adminifter flumber to
thy- eyelids in the agonies of a fever; to cover-
thy beloved face in the day of battle; to go with-
thee a guardian angel, incapable of wound or-
pain, where I have longed to attend thee when:
a weak, a fearful, woman. Thefe; my deax, axe:
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the thoughts with which I warm my poor languid
heart ; but, indeed, | am not capable, under my
prefent weaknels, of bearing the ftrong agonies
of mind I fall into, when I form to myfelf the
grief you muft be in upon your firft. hearing of
my departure. I will not dwell upon .this, becaufe
your kind and genercus heart will but be the more
afflicted, the more the perfon for whom you lament
offers you confolation. My laft breath will, if
I am myfelf, expire in a prayer for you. I fhall
never fee your face again. , Farewel for ever.

LETTER XX
. Lauré to Aurelia.

COULD your importunity bave prevailed with
my brother to have left me in London, you
had been free from the vexation that I fhall cer-
tainly give you, by making you the confidante of
all my country-adventures ; and I hope you will
relieve my chagrin, by telling me what the dear be-

- witching bufy world is doing, while I am idly faun-'

tering away my time in rural fhades. How bappy
are you, my dear Aurelia! how I envy you the
enjoyment of duft, of crowds and noife, with all
the polite hurry of the beau monde !

‘My brother brought me bither to fee a coun-
try-feat he has lately purchafed; he would fain
perfuade me it is finely fituated, bot I fhould think
it-more finely fituated in the Mall, or even in
Cheapfide, than here. Indeed I hardly know where
we are, only that it is at a dread(ul diftance from
the theatreroyal, from the opera, from the maf.
querade, and every thing in this world that is
worth living for. I can fcarce tell you whither
to dire@ your letters; we are certainly at the end
of the carth, on the borders of. the Contipent, the
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limits of the habitable globe, under the polar
ftar, among wild people and favages. I-thought
we fhould never bave come to the end of our pil-
grimage : . nor could I forbear atking my brother -
if we were to travel by dry.land to the Antipodes ?
not a mile but {eemed ten, .that carried me from:
London, the ceatre of all my joys. The country
is my averfion ; I hate trees and hedges, {teep hills .
and filent vallies, The fatirifts may laugh, but:
to me, :

Green fields, and fhady groves, and ctyftal fpringr, .
And l.rks, and nightingales, are odious things. = ,

I bad rather hear London cries; .with' the rattle-
of coaches, than fit. lifening. to - the melancholy.
murmur of purling brooks, or all the: mild mufic.
of the woods ; the finell of violets give me the
hyfteries ; frefh:air.murders me; my conflitution :
is not robunft enough to bear it; the cooling. ze-
phyrs will fan me into a catarrh if I{tay here much
longer. If thefe are the feats of the Mufes, let:
them .unenvied enjoy- their glittering whimfies, .
and- converfe with che vifionary bemngs of their .
own forming. I bave no fancy for dryads and-
fairies, .nor:the lea{t prejudice to human fociety; .
a mere earthly beau with an embroidered coat fuits .
my tafte better than an airy lover with his fhining .
trefles and rainbow wings.:

The fober twilight, which has employed fo ma- -
ny foft defcriptions, .is with me a very dull peri-
od : nor does the moon (on.which the poets dote)
with all her ftarry train delight me half fo much:
. as an affembly-room illuminated with wax candles; .
this is what I fhould ‘prefer to the glaring fum in .
his meridian fplendour.. Day-light makes me fick; -
it has fomething in it fo common and vulgar that
it feems fitter for peafants to make hay in, or-
country laffes to fpin by,T than.for the ufe of gea--

-3
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ple of ditindtion. You pity me, I krow, dear
Aurelia, in this deplorable ftate: the whole crea-
tion is a blank to me, it is all joylefs and defolate.
In whatever gay images the Mufes have drefled
thefe ruftic ab.des, I have not penetration enongh
to difcover them. Not the flowery field nor fpan-
gled tky, the rofy morn or balmy evening, can
recreate my though:s : Iam neither a religious
nor poetical enthufiaflt; and, without either of
thefe qualifications, what fhould I do in filent re-
treats and penfive fhades ? I find myfelf but little
at eafe in'this abfeace of the noify diverfions of
the town; and it is hard for mé to keep up my
fpirits in jeifure and retirement ; it makes me an-
xisufly inquifitive what will become of me when
my breath flies away. Death, that ghaftly phan-

tom, perpetuaily intrudes on my folitudes, and

fome doleful knell from-a neighbouring {teeple of-
ten calls upon me to ruminate on coffins and fu.-
nerals, graves and gloomy fepulchres. As thefle
difmal fubjedts put me in the vapours, and make
me (tart at my own fthadow, the fooner I come to
town the better; and I with, my dear Aurelia,
you weuld- oblige me fo-far as to lay. a fcheme for-

my efcape,
Y P Adieu. .

LETTER XXIL

From Polydsre to- Alonzo, giving an account of his-
accidentally meeting Aurelia, and of her falfe-.

bood to him, &c.

.

YOU’ have fpent fo many Hours at the Earl of

’s fine {eat in the country, that it is un-
neceffary tc defcribe thdfe beautiful fcenes with
which you are fo weil acquainted. Here have I
pafled a great part of the {ummer feafon in.a man~
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ner fuitable to my contemplative humour. Ha-
ving no tafte for country diverfions, or any kind
of rural fports, my pleafures were confined to the
charming thades and gardens with which the houfe
is furrounded. ~ :

Here I enjoyed. unmolefted- tranquillity, tilt a -
fit of curiofity led me to make an excurfion inta
the wide champaign that opened before me from
the borders of the park.

If I begin with the rofy dawn, you will pardon
my romantic ftyle, relating to the furprifing ad-
venture; but without telling a lie, the morning
was yet dufky; the balmy dew and fragrant gales
perfumed the air with their untainted fweets;
while, with thoughts as free as the airy fongfters
that warble on the branches, I wander from rifing_
hills to winding vales, through flowery lawns' to
leafy woods, till I found myfelf under the fhades
of a venerable row of elms, which put me in mind
of Sir Roger de Coverley’s rookery ; the aged
trees fhot their heads fo high, that, to one who'

affed under them, the crows and rooks which
refted on their tops feemed to be cawing in another
region. I was delighted with the noife, while, with
the Spedator, I cunfidered it as a kind of natural
prayer to that Being who {upplies the wants of .
his whole creation; my thoughts were infpired
with a pleafing gratitude to the beneficent Father
of the univerfe, till the fequel of my devotion
was interrupted by the fight of a beautiful girl;
about four or five years. old, ficting on.the grafs,
with a bafket of flowers in her lap, which fhe was
flicking in the fnowy fleece of a little lamb that
ftood by her ,

- I began to-hope it was one of the fairy race, or
fome precty phantom that haunted ihe grove; for
the a(gacent houte belonging to this reverend ave-

,

nue looked more like a dormitory for the de=d.

~
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are then willing to inquire whether another ad-
vance cannot be made, and whether we may not,
at leaft, turn onr eyes upon the gardens of Plea.
fure. We approach them with fcruple and hefita-
tion; we enter them, but enter timorous and
trembling, and always hope to pafs through them
without lofing the road of virtue, which we, for
a while, keep in our fight, and to which we pro-
pofe to return. But temptation fucceeds tempta-
tion, and one compliance prepares us for another;
we, in time, lofe the bappinefs of innocence, and
folace our difquiet with fenfual gratifications. By
degrees we let fall the remembrance of our origi-
nal intention, and quit the only adequate obje&t
of rational defire. &’e entangle ourfelves in bufi-
nefs, immerge ourfelves in luxury, and rove thro’
the labyrintbs of inconftancy, till the darknefs of
old age begins to invade us, and difeafe and anx-
iety obftru® our way. We then look back upon
our lives with horror, with forrow, with repent-
ance; and wifh, but too often vainly wifh, that
we had not forfaken the ways of virtue. Happy
‘are they, my fon, who learn not to defpair, but
{hall remember, that though the day is pait, and
their {trength is wafted, there yet rémains one ef-
fort to be made; that reformation is never hepe-
lefs, nor fincere endeavours ever unaflifted; that
the wanderer may at length return after all his
errors; and that he who implores firength and
courage from above, fhall find danger and difficulty
give way before him. : : o
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than an habitation for the living; every thing:
abont it appeared- ruinous and-defolate. I could
neither hear the voice nor trace the fteps of mor-
tal man in this abfolute folitude; nor had I any
hopes of knowing in what wild region I was gor,
unlefs the pretty fizure. fitting on the grafs could.
give me fome intelligence: o

I made my approaches very refpeétfully : but
what was my furprife, in drawing near, to find the
air, the complexion, every feature in miniacure,
of the ungrateful Aurelia, on.whom I ance fo paf
flonately doted! A: thoufand® tormenting ideas
rufthed into.my mind at the fight of this lovely
creature, who {miled on me ‘with the moft inchant-
ing innocence. Whilft I ftood eagerly gazing at
her, which was net long,, Aurelia berfelf entered
the walk, and - confirmed the fufpicion, that this
child ‘was a living proof of her infamy. .

It is about fix years {ince fhe eloped from the-
" public view, regardlefs of her own illuftricus fa.
mily, or the obligations {he: was under to the ge.
nerous Cleone, who treated her with the utmoft-
confidence, and was the laft that fufpeded her
bufband’s criminal affair with her.——Be my owa.-
wrongs forgot, and all the contempt with-which.
fhe treated whatever propofals honour and difin..
terefted pafion could make.

I found her now an objed of pity rather than-
refentment ; the dejeion of her mind was vifible
in her pale baggard looks, and ‘the wretched ne.
gligence of - her habit. I.could hardly perfuade
myfelf this was the celebrated lady that once ap-
peared in all public -places with fach a_parade of
equipage and vanity.

She was in the utmoft cenfufion at-this inter-
view, till, excufing myfelf, I told her this intru-
fion was undeligned, and purely the efftd of -
Chance, as I was takiog a morning’s ramble from .
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the Earl of ’s, where I had fpent fonie time ;
_and that the might depend upon my word not to
difgover her abode to any one in that family.

By this time fhe was a little compofed, and in-
vited me to reft myfelf after my walk. I follow-
‘ed her into the houfe, which looked more like the
manfions of Defpair ‘than a retreat for a lady of
pleafure : an awful filence reigned in every room,

through which I made a thift to find my way, by °

a dim twilight that glimmered through fome win-
dows of as antique a figure as thofe of an old ab-
bey. The furnirure, I fancy, has not been dife

placed from time immmemorial; it looks more like-

unwieldy lumber than any thing defigned for ufe

or ornament: there was nothing of a madern

date but a tea table, and that in ruinous circum-
itances.

It was now about ten o’clock. Aurelia ordered

tea and chocolate to be brought. All her attend-
ance was a frefh.coloured country lafs, who with-
drew as foon as we had breakfafted.

I was impatient to-hear a relation of Aurelia’s
misfortunes, but durft not afk any queition, for
fear it would look like infulting her diftrefs; fo
only renewed my excufes for interrupting her
privacy. :

" "T'o which fhe replied, that though I was the laft

perfon in the world fhe would have chofe to be a
witnefs of her infamy, yet fhe thought herfelf hap-
Py in having an opportunity to make fome apolo-
gy for her injuftice to me in refufing thote terms
of honour I once offered, and complying with fuch
reproachful conditions, as had made her the moft
miferable creature on earth. .

*“ 1t was my criminal inclination,”, continued
the, ¢ for Cailander, that made me inflexible to
¢¢ your intreaties, and my father’s commands to
¢ marry you. But whatever wrong this was w

L
0
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your merit, my guilt, with regard to the gene.
rous Cleone, is of a higher nature. The in-
trigue I had with har hutband was artended
with circumfitances of the blackeft treachery.
have broke through the tendereft engagements
of friendfip, and granted all that my diffolute
lover could aftk; when, finding myvfelf with
child, te hide my infamy, he brought me to this
difmal place, an old manfionhoufe belonging to
his family, where I am cut off from human fo.
ciety, except two or three ftupid peafants, his
tenants, who refide in fomne part of this Gothic
firuture. It is now fix years fince I have
breathed and flept (for I cannot call it livirs)
in this melancholy confinement, without hopes
of a releafe, being entirely dependent on Caf-
fander’s allowance and caprice, who baut too
well knows his own power and my folly ; which
makes him, inftead of the humble lover, aé the
imperious tyrant; his vifits are feldom, his ftay
thort, and I am left whole montbs to langnifh
alone in a detefted folitude.

s, L his child,” continued fhe, weeping and ta-

king the lovely creature in her arms, ¢ this child,
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which might have been my joy, proves my
greateft afflition. Should I die, fhe is immedi-
ately abandoned to hardihip and neceffity ; fthould
I live, it diftra@s me to think fhe may follow
my fcandalous example. How ‘can I-give her
inftrudions to avoid thofe vices which my prac-
tice approves ; or recommend that virtue whofe
facn:rlJ rules I have fo openly violated ? And
ftill I love this. worthlefs man. Were I péni--
tent, could I refolve on a reformation, this
leifure and retirement would be a bleffing and
advantage to me; but | am obftinate in guilr,
while I defpair of happinefs in this world, or
the pext. Until I came hither, my hours -were
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€ foent in frolic and gaiety ; a conftant feries of
¢¢ diverfions fhortened the days, and gave wings -
% .to the jovial hours, which now have leaden

- 4¢ feet, and, burdened with grief, lag heavily a-
¢ long. No fort of refletion gives me joy ; whe-
¢ ther I look backward or forward, all is dark-

" ¢ nefs and confufion: I am no way qualified for
¢ retirement: books are my averfion, thinking is
¢ my horror; I am weary of living, and afraid
¢ to die.”

1 heard this account with a heart full of com-
affion, and faid what I could to perfuade her to
Ereak off this criminal commerce with Caffander,
and to throw herfelf on the care of Providence,
and the generofity of her friends : but I had too
much value for my own peace, and too great a
contempt for a woman of Aurelia’s character, to
make any particular propofals for her freedom:
and bidding her adieu, hafted back to the Earl’s: -
without faying one word of my adventure, which

I commit to your fecrecy, and fubfcribe myfelf,
' Your moft humble fervant,
Porvpore.

LETTER XXIIL

- A4 letter from Ar};ﬂu.r, giving his friend a relation
of the fudden death of bis bride, who was feized
in the chapel while the facred rites were per-

forming.

'MY fate will furnith you with a full evidence of
the vanity of human happinefs., My laft let-
ter was wrote in the height of fuccefs, with the
moft arrogant expeQations and boaft of a lafting
felicity ; now it is all changed, and the fhadow
of night come over me. :
The lovely Ermina, whom I had {o \ong, pox-

~
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fued, and at laft perfuaded to crown my wiftes
the very morning fhe gave me her hand, before
the facred ceremony was finithed, was furprifed
with the fatal meflage of death; and carriedina
{woon from the chapel to her chamber, where fhe
foon expired in her mother’s arms. This hour
fhe appeared with all the coft and fplendor of a
youthful bride ; the next fhe is pale and fenfelefs,
muffled in a ghaftly fhrowd : thole charms, that in
the morning promifed an eternal bloom, before the
evening have dropt their {fmiling pride ; the fpark-
ling eyes are funk in darknefs ; the foft, the tune-
ful voice, is for ever filent; while a livid hue fits
on the late rofy lips.

Thus airy Pleafure dances in our eyes,

And fprcad. fal'e images in fair difguife

T allure our fouls ; til' juft within thy a-ms

Tke vifion dies; and all the painted charms

Flee quick away from the purfuing fight, .

Till they are loft in fhades, and mingle with the night.

O Death! how cruel was thy triumph ! Youth
and beauty, joy and blooming hope, lye here a vic-
tim to thy rage : the darkfome prifon of the grave
muft now confine the gentle captive; inftead of
the pomp of a bridal-bed, the cold earth muft be

_ her lodging, duft and corruption her covering.

You will now expe& I fhould pradife the prin-
ciples I have fo often afferted, in exercifing my
boafted reafon and moderation; or leave you to
infult me with the arguments I lately produced,
to allay your grief under the preffure of an un-
common misfortune. This repreach would be
but juft at a period when Heaven has given me a
full evidence of the truths I confefled, and fet the
vanity of human hopes in the clearelt demonftra-
tion before me. <Une would think I fthould now,
if ever, find it eafy to moralize upen thefe fub-
jeéts, and aét the philofopher from mere neceffity,
if not from virtue. :
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Were the cafe your’s, or any body’s but my
own, how many wife things fhould T repeat? how
fluently couldg'taﬂc'!‘ So much more eafy is it to
diétate than to pra&ife. And-yet I am reafpnable
by intervals ; I mmn in more than haie a Chriffian;
in fome bright periods I feel the forte of ‘that
profeffion, and pay homage to its Tacred rules:
" a heavenly ray f{catters ‘nfy prief, and ‘¢cheers my
foul with divine confolations : the gay and the
gloemy appearances of mortal things vanifh béfore
the gleams of celeftial light ; immortal ‘ﬂlle‘afu’res.
with gentle invitatiens, call me to the ikies, and
all my thoughts afcend. o o
But how ‘fhort my triumph ! how eafy the tran-
fition from reafon to madnefs ! of what Turpfifing
variety is a human mind capable’! Liglit and dark-.
nefs, hexven and hell, feem blenlled within; it is
wll chaos, and wild diforder: that 'reifon which
one moment relieves me, the next feenfs with a
juft train of ideas to tortert me.

8ce there all pale snd dead fhe lyes;
For ever low my ficaming eyes:
Fly, Hymen, with extingiith’d fires}
Fly nuptial blifs, snd chafte defiress
Ermina’s fied, ibelovalicft mind,
Faith, fweetnefs, wit, together join'd,
D velt faith, and wit, and fweetnefs there ?
Oh! view the change, and drop a-tear.

-Adieu,
LETTER XX,
From My Pope to My Addifsn.

I HAVE been lying in wait for niy own imagi."

nation this week and more, and watching what
thoughts came tip in the whirl of fancy that were
worth communicating to Uyw in a letter. B U



23 .THE COMPLETE:

am at length convinced that my rambling head can
produce nothing of this fort ; fo I mull even be
contented with telling you the old ftory, thatl
love you heartily. I have often found by experi-
ence, that nature and truth, though never fo low
and vulgar, are yet plcafing, when openly and art-
letsly reprefented. It would be diverting to me
to read the very letters of an infant, could it
write its innoceut inconfiftencies and tautologies,
juft as it thought them. This makes me hope a
leiter from me will not be unwelcome to you,
wlien'l @m conicious I write with more unrefer-
vednefs than everman wrote, or, perhaps, talked
to another. I rruft your good nature with the
whale range of my follies, and really love you fo
well, that I would rather you fhould pardon me
than elteem me; {incc one is an a& of goodnefs
and benevolence, the other a kind of conflrained
deference. e

You cannot wonder my thoughts are fcarce
confiftent, when I tell you how they are diftradted.
Every hour of my life my mind is ftrangely divi-
ded ; this minute perhaps I am above the ftars,
with a thoufand fy(tems round about ‘'me, Jooking
" forward into a vaft abyfs, and lofing my whole
comprehenfion in the boundlefs fpace of creation,
in dialogues with Whifton and tbe altronomers ;
the next moment I am bclow alltrifies, grovelling
with T.in the very centre of nonfenfe: now I
am recreated with the britk fallies and quick turns
of wit, which Mr Sieele, in his livelieft and free(t
humour, darts about him; and now levelling my
application to the infignificant obfervations aud
quirks of grammar of C. and D.

Good God ! what an incongruous animal is man !
how unfettled in his beft part, his foul; and how
changing and variable in his frame of body ! the
conftancy of the one fhook by every notion, the
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temperament of the other affe@ted by every blaft
of wind! What is he altagether butione mighty
inconfiftency ! ficknefs and pain is the lot of one
haif of him; doubt and fear the -portion of the.
other! What a buftle we make about pafling. our
time, when all our fpace is but a point ? What
aims and ambitions are crowded iirto this litt}2 in-
ftant of our life, which (as Shakefpeare .fine]
words it) is rounded with a fleep ? Our wbo]e-ei :
tent of being is na more," in the eye of him who
gave it, than a fcarce perceptible moment of du-
ration. ' Thofe animals, whofe circle of living is’
limited to three or fourhours, as the naturalifts
tell us, are yet as long-lived, and. poffefs as wide
a fcene of action, as man, if we confider him with
a view to all fpice, and all'eternity. © Who knows
what plots, wﬁ.’n atchidvments, a mite miay per-
form in his kingdom of 4 grain ef duft, within his,
life of fome minutes ! And of how much lefs con-
fideration even than this is the 1.fe of man in the
fight of God, who is for ever, and forever? =~ |
" .Who that thinks in this {train‘bot muft fée the
world and its contemptible grandeuts leffen before
him at-every thoughe; it is enméék{’to make one
remain {tupified in a poife of ‘inaétion, void of all
defires, of all defigns, of all friendfhips !

But we muft return (through our very condi-
tioh of being) to our narrow felves, and thofe
things that affe@ ourfeives ¢ bar paffions, our in-
terefts, flow in upon us, and unphilofophize us in-
to mere mortals.  For my par¢, I never returnfo -
much into myfelf as when I think of you, whofe
friendfhip is one of the beft comforts I have for-
the infignificancy of myfelf. . .

I am yours, &c.

Ua
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and.the full bloom of youtk and beanty. If E
go on, you will think me in the height of the vav
pours, and the perfedion of the fpleen ;.but, in all
the variety of iy temper,
I am your Ladythip’s
moft humble fervant,
Eviz: Rowe..

T admire the verfes yeu inclofed, and am fur-
priled at the authtor.

LET TER XXVL.
From-Mrs- Rowe te-the Countefs of Hertford:.
Hritten the day bofore her death. .

Madam,

THIS,is.. the Iift letter you will” ewer: receive:
from me, the laft affurance ! fhall ever. pive:
u,.on earth, of a fracere. and'!bdfaﬁ;frimd&i 3
«{:t whea we meet again,. I hope it will;be in tgl-
heights of immortal love and.cc(taly. Mine, per-
hazn, may. be the glad {pjrit to cengratulate. your.
fate agrival to. the happy fhores, Heaven can.
witoefs. how fincere my. conearn for. your. happi-

nefs is : thither I have fent my ardent wifhes that.
you may be fecured from the fiattering delufions:
of the worlds_ and, after your pious.example has.
been long 2 Weffing. to, mankind, may calmly re-

fign your breath, and enter the confmes. of unmo-.
Jefted: joys——1 am now- teking my farewel of"
you here ; but it 8 a fhort adieu; with:foll perfua

fion that we-fhall'foon- meet: again——But, oh:!
in what- elevation of happinefs !-—in-what enlarge.

ment of mindy and whev perfeQion-of:every facul-.
ty bese—What tranfporting refleions fhall. we
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make on the advantages of which:we fhiall be eter-
nally poffeffed !|—¢¢ To him that loved us, and
& waflied us in his bloed,”” fhall we afcribe ims
mortal glory, dominion, and praife, for evers
this is all my falvation, all my hope. That name:
in whomr the Gentiles truft, in whom all the fami-
lies of the earth are blefled, is pow my glorious,.
my unfailing confidence. In his worth alone F
expe& to ftand juftified before infinite puarity. and
ju(gice. How "poor are my hopes, if I depended-
on thofe works, which my vanity,. or the partig-
lity of men, have called good’; and which,  if-exa..
mined by divine purity, would prove, perliaps,
but fpecious fins ! The beft- adtions of my life.
would be found defective if broughbt to the teft of -
that unblemifhed- holinefs, in whofe fight the hea«
vens are not-clean. Wherd were my. hopes,. but.
for a Redeemer’s merit and atomement !~—how
defperate, how undone my condition !—With the-
utmoft advantages I.could beaft I:fhould ftep back.
‘and tremble at the thooghts of appeartng before-
‘the unblemithed. Majefty !" Of Jrsus !" what Nare
mony. dwells in thy name ! celeftial joy and im-
mortal life are in the found:;—let angels fet to
thee their goldén Harps, let the ranfomed  nasions
for ever magnify thee: Wit a dfeam is mortal-
‘Hfe I what fhadows are all the objeéts: of - mortal -
fenfe ! All-the glories of mortality (my - much-be-
Toved” friend) will be nothing in your-view at the-
awful hour of :death; when you nmuft be feparated:
from this lower creation, and: enter on the bor-
deérs of the immeortal world: -

. Something perfiiades me this will be the Ia
farewell in this warld3 Heaven forbid . it fhould.
big an everlafting parting, May that: divine- pro-
te@ion,- whofe care I implore, keep you ftedtaft
itt the faith of Chriftianivy, and guide your flegs
in the fricte® paths of virtuel Adwen, wy wei\



236 THE COMPLE PE.

dear friend, until we meet in the Paradife of
God.

LETTER XXVIL

From a perfon in town to his brother in the country,
deforibing a public execution at Tyburn.

Dear Brother,

HAVE this day been fatisfying a curiofity, I

believe, naturai to molt people, by feeing an
execution at Tyburn., This {ight has had an ex-
traordinary eifect upon me, which is more owing
to the unexpedied oddnefs of the fcene than the
affecting concern, which is unavoidable in a think-
ing perfon at a {pect +'e fo awful, and fo intereft-
ing, to all who coniider. themfelves of the fame
fpecies with the unhappy fufferers.

That 1 might the beiter view the prifoners, and
efcape the preilure of the mob, which is prodigi-
ous, nay, almott incredible, if we confrder the fre-
quency of thefe executions in Lendon, which is
once a-month, I mounted my horfe, and accom-
panied the melancholy cavalcade from Newgateto
the fatal tree. The criminals were five in num.
ber. I was much difappointed at the urconcern
and carele{Inefs that appeared in the faces of three:
of the unhappy wretches. The countenances of
the other two were fpread- with. that horror and
defpair which is not to be wondered at in men
whofe period is fo near; with the terrible aggra-
.vation of its being haftened by their own volunta-
ry indifcretion and mifdeeds. The exhortation
fpoken by the beilman from the wall of St Sepul-.
chre’s church-yard is well intended ; but the noife
of the officers and the mob- was fo great, and the
Lilly curiofity of the people climbing into the cars:
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to take leave of the criminals, made fuch a confu.
Jed noife, that I could not hear the words of the
:xhortation when {poken, though they are as fol-
ow: .
. % All good people, pray heartily to God for
¢ thefe poor finners, wio are now going to their
¢ deaths, for whom this great bell goth toll.

¢ You that are condemned to die, repent with
¢ lamentable tears. Afk mercy of the Lord for
¢ the falvation of your own fouls, through the
¢ wmerit, death, and paffion, of Jefus Chrift, who
“ now fits at the right hand of God to make in-
¢ terceflion for as many of you as penitently re-
¢ tura unto him.” : ‘

% Lord have mercy upon you ! Chrift have mercy
“ («Npon youl” _
_ Which laft words the bellman repeats three
times. ' .

All the way up Holborn the crowd was fo great
as, at every twenty or thirty yards, to obitru&
the paffage; and wine, notwithftanding a late
good order againft that pra&ice, was brought the
malefadors, who drank greedily of it, which I
" think did.not fuit well with their deplorable cir-
cumflances. After this, the three thoughtlefs
young men, who at firlt feemed not enough con-
cerned, grew more fhamefully daring and waunton ¢
behaving themfelves in a manner that would have
been ridiculous in men in any circumitance what.
.. ever: they fwore, laughed, and talked obicenely 3
gnd wifhed their wicked companions good luck,
with as much affurance as if their employment had
been the moft lawful. ~

At the place of execution the fcene grew flill
more fhocking ; and the clergyman who attended
was more the {ubjed of ridicule than their ferious
attention, ‘The pfalm was fung amidit the curfes
“and quarrelling of huadreds of the wat shandons
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ed and profligate of mankind ; upon whom (fo ftu-
pid are they to any fenfe of decency) all the pre~
parations of the unhappy wretches. {eem to ferve
only for the fubje& of a harbarous kind of mirth,
altogether inconfiftent- with humanity. And as
foon as the poor creatures were half dead, I was
much furprifed, before fuch a2 namber of peace-
officers, to fee the populace fall to pulling and
haling the carcafes witﬁ fo much earneftnefs as to
. eccafion feveral warm rencounters, .and broken
heads. Thele, I was told, were the friends of the
perfons executed, or fuch as, for the fake of tu-
mult, chofe to appear fo, and fome perfons fent by
rivate {urgeons to obtain bodies .for diffe&tion,
he contefts between thefe were fierce and bloody
and frighttul to look at; fo that I made the beft
of my way out of the crowd, ‘and, with fome ¢if-
ficulty, rode back among a large number of peo-
ple, who had been upon the fame errand with my-
felf. The face of every one fpoke a kind of mirt
as if the fpe@acle they beheld had afforded plea-
fure inftead of pain, which I am wholly unable to
account for. B
In other nations, common criminal executions
are faid to be little attended by any befides the
neceflary officers and the mournful friendss but
here all was hurry and confufion, racket and roife,
raying and oaths, fwearing and ﬁn&ing of pfalms,
fam unwilling to impute this -difference in our
own from the practice of other nations to the ¢ru-
elty of our natures, to which foreigners, however,
to our dithonour, afcribe it. Tn mo(t inftances,
let themn fay what they will, we are humane be-
yoad- what. other nations can boaft; but in this
the behaviour of my countrymen is paft my ac.
counting for; every fireet and lane I paffed
through bearing rather the face of a holiday than
of that f{orrow. which T expedted to (ee, for the
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untimely deaths of .five members of -the commu-
. nity. : - :
. (y),ne of their bodies was carried to the lodging
of his wifey. who, not being in the way to receive
it, they immediately hawked it about to every fur~
_ geon they could think of : and when none would .
buy it, they rubbed tar-all over it, and left it in a
field hardly covered.with earth. Coe T
. This is the beft defcription 1 can give you of a
fcene that was no way entertaining to me, and
which I fhall not again take fo much pains to be-.
hold. I am, dear brother, your’s affeitionately. -

The following. lester was written by a gentlewoman
to her' hufband, . who was condemned to ﬁgfer
- death, The unformunate catafirophe bappened at
Exetery in the time of Oliver’s ufurpation. A
gentleman, whofe name was Penruddock; to whom
the letter was written, was barbaroufly, fenten.
ced to die without the'leaft appearance of juftice.
He afferted the illegality of his enemies, pro-
ceeding with a fpirit worthy his innocence ; and
the night before bis death his lady wrote to him
this letter, which is fo much admired, and is as
Sfollows : ,

Mrs Penruddock’s lafl lztter to ber bufband,
My dear Heart,

MY fad parting was fo far from making me for.
get you, that I fcarce thought upon myfelf
fince, but wholly upon you. Thofe dear embra-
ces which I yet feel, and fhall never Icfe, being
the faithful teftimonies of an indulgent hufband,
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have charmed my foul to fuch a reverence of your
remembrance, that, were it poffible, I would witk
my own blood cement your dear limbs to life -
gain; and (with reverence) think it no fin to rob
heaven a little while longer of a martyr. O, my
dear, you muft now pardon my paffion, this be
ing my laft (O fatal words !) that ever you will
receive from me; and know, that until the laft
minute that I can imagine you alive, I will facri-
fice the prayers of a Cbriftian, and the groans of
an afflited wife. And when you are not, (which
fure by fympathy I fhall know,) I fhall with my
own diffolution with you, that fo 'we may go hand
in hand to heaven. ‘Tis too late to tell you what
I have, or rather have not, done for you; how
turned out of doors, becaufe I came to beg mercy;
the Lord lay not your blood to their charge. 1
would fain difcourfe longer with you, but dare
not ; paffion begins to drown my reafon, and will
rob me of my devoir, which is.all I have left to
ferve you Adieu, therefore, ten thoufand times,
my deare(t dear ; and fince I muft never fee you
more, take this prayer: May your faith be fo
ftrengthened, that your conflancy may continue,
and then I know Heaven will receive you: whi-
ther grief and love will, in a fhort time, (I hope,)
tranflate,

My dear, your fad, but conftant wife,
¢ven to love your athes when dead,
Arvunoer Prnrvbppock,

May the 3d, 1655, 11 o’clotk at night.

P. §. Your children beg your blefling, and pre.
fent their duties to you.
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" [ do not knaw that-I have ever readrany thing;
fo affetionite as that line, ¢ thofe dear embraces
¢ whieh I yet feel !”] * S :

Mr Penruddock’s anfwer bas an equal tender-
nefs, which I fhall recite alfo, that you may fee

" whether the man or the woman expreffed them-

felves the more kindly, and Rrive to imitate them

4in lefs circumftances of diftrefs, for from all no

couple upon earth are exempt.’]

LETTER XXIX
Mr Penruddock’s laft letter to his Lady,

.. Deareft, beft of creatures,

HAD taken leave of the world when ¥ received

your’s ; it did at once recall my fondnefs for
life, and enable me to refignit. As I am fure I
fhall leave none behind me like you, which weak-
ens my refolution to part from you; fo when I
refle¢t I am going to a place’ where theére is none
but.fuch as you, I recover my courage. But fond-
nefs breaks i1i upon me; and I would not have my’
tears flow to-morrow, when your hufband, and
the father of your dear babes, is a public fpedacle.
Do not think meanly of me, that I give way to
frief now in private, when I fee my fand run fo
aft. I within a few hours am to leave you help-
lefs, and expofed to the mercilefs and infolent, that
have wrongfully put me to a fhameful death, and
will objeé that fhame to my poor children. I
thank you for all your goodnefs to me; and will
endeavour fo to die, as to do nothing unworthy
that virtue in which we have mutually” fupported.
cach other, and for whic)hcl defire you mot to re-
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pine, thatI am firft to be rewarded: fince you ¢
preferred me to yourfelf in all other things, aft
me, with cheerfulnefs, the precedence to this,
I defire your prayers in the article of death, 1
my own will then be offered for you and yours.

J- Pxxruppoci
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A few fhort and intelligible For Ms-of MES-

SAGES for CARDSs or BILLETS, which

may be varied at pleafure, fo as to ferve
all occafions. '

MESSAGE I

:L{R and Mrs Cecil’s compliments to Mr and Mrp

Howard, and defire the favour of ‘their come

pany Wednelday next, to drink tea and {pend the

evening. .
Monday morn,

-

.

- 1I. Mr and Mrs Howard return their compli-
ments to Mr and Mrs Cecil, and will .certainly dop
themfelves the pleafure to-wait on them.

Monday noon.

HI. Mr and Mrs Howard return their compif-
ments, and are forry it happens that a pre-engage-
ment will not permit them the pleafure of waiting
on Mr and Mrs Cecil, which they would. othese
wife readily have done. N .

_ Monday morn.

IV. Mr and Mrs Compton’s compliments to
Mr and Mrs Stanely ; and if they are difengaged
this afternoon, will take the pleafure of waiting
-on them. :

Tuefday morn. -

V. Mr and Mrs Stanely are perfectly difezga.
ed, beg their coledimems, and will be extreme.
y glad of Mr and Mrs Compton’s agreeable com-
pany.

_ Tuefday noon.

X2
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VI. Mr and Mrs Stanely are very forry it fo
happens that they are engaged this afternoon and
evening; but beg their compliments, and any other
time that fhall be agreeable to Mr and Mrs Comp-
ton, will bé proud of the pleafure of their com-

an L]

PRy Tuefday noon.

.VIL Mifs Willis fends her compliments to Mifs
Byron, and defires to know how fhé does; and if
well enough to fee company, and it be agreeabl
will wait on her this afternoon in the coach, ua
give her an airing for an bhour before tea,

Wednefday morn.

VIII. Mifs Byron, without a complinient, is
wery agreeably obliged to Mifs Willis, whoinr fhe
would be extremely glad to fee, and accepts of
her kind falutary offer, an airing in the coach at
the time propofed.

ednefday morn.

. IX. Mifs Byron, inftead of compliments, begs
Teave to rethrn Mifs Willis her beft thanks fer her
very obliging card, and is extremely forty fhe is
not well eaough to have the Eléafure of her com-
_pany ; which, however, fhe hopes very foon for
a full enjoyment of, and to be able to accept of
heér kind offer of an airing in the coach,
Wednefday noeon, and not up.

X. Mrs Windham prefents her compliments to
Mrs Pemberton; hopes fhe is well, and to have
the favour of her companyj to-morrow evenin
with a fmall but agreeable party at friendly whift,

Thurfday afternoon.

XI. Mrs Pemberton is not fo well as fhe could
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wifh, but much at Mrs Wyndham’s fervice, and

will cndeavour to wait on her. - o
Thur{day even. :

XII. Mr Lambert’s compliments wait (m le;
Norris, to beg the very great favour of bemg her
* partner to-morrow ‘evening at the aﬁ’cmb}y

Friday mora. -

XII. Mifs Norris’s eomplxments to Mr Lam—
bert, and fhe is engaged.’
Friday. :

XIV. Mifs' Norris’s'" compliments ; fhe is not
certain of being at the affembly, 4nd undetermined
about dancing ; fo Mr Lambert muft not abfolate-
ly depend on her for a partner. '

Friday morn.

XV. Mifs Wanfey is forry to trouble Mifs Coo-
er on fo trifling an occafion as how to dire& to
ger aunt Waterland ; begs her compliments, and
a line of mformanon by the bearer.
Sunday evening.

XVI. Mrs Chedworth’s refpe&s (compliments
fhe has done with). to Mifs Charlton, and, if not
engaged, her company, as it will be extremely
agreeable, is.defired this evening at a party of
quadrille, about four tables in the whole.

Monday morn.

XVIIL. Mifs Charlton’s beft fervices; “fhe has
the pleafure of Mrs Chedworth’s refpectful mef-
~ fage, and it is much againft her inclination that
fhe is obliged to fay fhe cannot poffibly wait on
her, having this evening a previous engagement
that cannot be difpenfed with,

Monday noon. - -

XVIIL.. If Mifs Romney be well enough, L\\\S
X3
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Bathur(t’s compliments, and fhe propofes a vifit
this afternoon to Mifs Arron, and will be very
Flad of her company; the coach is ordered exa&-
y at four, -and an airing will not be amifs.

’ Wednefday, eleven o’clock.

* XIX. Mifs Romney has the honour of Lady Ba-
thurft’s card; fhe begs leave to return her com-
pliments, and is very much at her Ladyfhip’s fer-
vice, and will certainly wait on her,

Wednefday.

XX. Mrs Legg has a party at cards next Wed-
nefday fe’enight of cight tables ; the prefents her
compliments to Mr Strong, and defires the favour
of his company.

Thurfday, Dec. 5.

. XXI, Mr Strong has the henour of Mrs Legg’s

card,' thinks himfelf extremely obliged in being of

the party, and will certainly do himfelf the plea-

fure of waiting on her. -
Thar{day, Dec. 5.

XXII. Mr Bedford, after the honour of danc¢ing
laft night with Mifs Hammond, is concerned that
he is prevented waiting on her this morning, by a
fudden call to town; begs his compliments ma
be acceptable; hopes this meflage will find her in
perfec health, and that fhe took no cold.

Friday morn, eight o’clock.
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Explanation of common abbreviations or contracling
of words. , :

. Note, A point, or full flop, is always to be writ-
ten after a word thus abbreviated.

Anf. Anfwer " | Mrs. Miftre
A.D. :z;no Domini, or, | Mty. Ml}ej{;
the year of our Lord | Obj, Objeition
Acct. account 1 Qu. %aﬂt’on
Abt. about : ge’;_ & c;er;__nd
Agt. again . T. P. Profeffor of, or,
B.g:L at£elor of arts Doltir in.divinity ’
Bp. Bifhop Sr. Sir .
B.D. Batchelorindivinity | 8t. Saint .
Bart. Baronet Sol. Solution
Chap. Chapter . wch. which
D. B Dottor in divinity | ye, the
~ Dr. Deltor yt. that
Efq. Efquire yn. then
i. e. id ¢f?, that is yr. yoar
Empt. Emperor ym. them
Hon. Honourable &. and
Kt. Knight - ‘viz. videlicet, to wit, or,
LL. D. Doétor of laws that is to fay
M. D. Doctor of phyfic | &c. et cetera, and the
Mr. Mafler reft, (or what follows)

But one onght to avoid thofe contra&ions of
words as much as poffible, unlefs it be for one’s
own private ufe, and where it would be ridiculous
to write them in letters at length: as, &c. for gnd
Jo forth, or the reft, Mr. for Mafter, Mrs. for
Miftrefs, &c. It argues likewife a difrefpet and
flighting te ufe contradtions to your betters, and
is often puzzling to others, except in fuch cafes as
above mentioned. : -

-
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A table of Nunsers and Frcunes.

UMBERS are ufually e:{)reﬂ'ed either b
thefe feven Roman capital letters, 1. V

L. C. D. M. which are called numerals, or by thefe

ten charaders, viz. 1, 2y 3, 45 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, which

are called figures, and o, which is a cipber.

Their fignification.

1. One. V. Five. X, Ten. L. Fifty. C. a Hun-
dred. D. Five Hundred. M. a Thoufand.

1 One. 2 Two. 3 Three. 4 Four. 5 Five 6 Six.
= Seven. 8 Eight. 9 Nine. o Nothing,

Obferve concerning the numeral letters, that if
a lefs numeral letter be placed before a greater, it
takes away from the greater {o much as the lefler
ftands for ; but, placed after a greater, it adds fo
much to it as the leffer ftands for; as the letter
V. ftands for Five ; but having L. placed before it,
it takes One from it, and makes both ftand but for
Four ; thus, IV. But L being fet after V, adds
One to it, and makes it thus, Six, VI.

Take notice of thefe examples,

IV Four V Five V1 Six

IX Nine X Ten XI Eleven.

XL Forty L Fifty LX Sixty

XC Ninety - C Hundred CX Hundred and Ten

Obferve, concerning the characters or figures,
that ciphers at the right hand of figures increafe
their value ten times; as x One, 10 Ten, 100
Hundred, 7 Seven, 7000 Seven Thoufand ; but at
. the left hand they fignify nothing at all, as o,
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ocor, make One ; 002 but Two.—A figure at every
remove from the right hand increafes its value ten
times as 9 Nine, 98 Nincty-cight, 989 Nine hune
- dred and eighty-feven. ’

Note, Numbers are fometimes exprefled by {mall -
Roman letters, as i. one, ii, two, xvi. fixteen, Ix.
Jixty, &e. '

ﬁm alfo, Where books, chapters, fe&ions, and
verfes, are cited, the numeral letters are generall
ufed to fignify the book or chapter; and the f{
gures to {ignify the fedions, verfes, or fmaller
parts: as, Exod. xii. 17. Exodus, the twelfth chap-

. ther, and the feventeenth verfe. So, B. IX. 8e&.24.
}igniﬁes Book the ninth, and the twenty-fourth
e&tion. '

Figures are alfo ufed to exprefs the things folow-
A ing, viz. B

1. The order or fiicceflion of things, as, 1/2, 24,
" 34, ath, 10th, 39th ; firft, fecond, third, &c. '

2. The frations or parts of a thing, as } one
Balf, } one third part, % one fourth;, or quartér,
3 three quarters, § five eighths, L
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